National STEM Academy – Ohio Welcome Letter

Congratulations on your acceptance to NATIONAL STEM ACADEMY - OHIO! 

Please read this detailed Welcome Letter in its entirety. 

All sections are important and there are immediate action items you’ll need to complete to retain your slot in this activity. 

National STEM Academy – Ohio Details Overview:
About: What if you could spend a week exploring the future of aviation and STEM - learning from the innovators who are shaping aerospace just as the Wright Brothers did more than 120 years ago?

At the National STEM Academy – Ohio, you’ll step into the cradle of manned flight and experience the cutting edge of aerospace innovation.

This one-of-a-kind National Cadet Special Activity immerses you in hands-on technology, expert mentorship, and real-world missions - all in the heart of the nation’s aerospace research and development region.

Over seven unforgettable days, you’ll pilot drones, fly eVTOL (electric vertical takeoff and landing) aircraft simulators, launch model rockets, and feel terminal velocity firsthand in a vertical wind tunnel. You’ll visit Air Force laboratories and innovation centers, see how technology drives mission success, and even earn your CAP STEM and Model Rocketry Badges.

Dates: 6-13 June 2026

Address: 3640 Colonel Glenn Hwy Dayton, OH 45435

Time Zone: Easter Daylight Time (UTC -4:00)

Action Needed: Accept OR Decline Your Slot in Writing by March 14 
To accept your slot: 
· Please email Lt Col George Berghorn at george.berghorn@ohwg.cap.gov with the subject line: Slot Acceptance National STEM Academy - Ohio. 
· In the body of the email, confirm you plan to attend. 

To decline your slot:
· Please go to Registration Zone and cancel your application for National STEM Academy - Ohio. 
· Send a courtesy email to Lt Col George Berghorn at george.berghorn@ohwg.cap.gov notifying the staff you have cancelled.

It’s ok if you change your mind and decide that this activity is not a good fit for you.
We simply ask your courtesy to take action and decline your slot. 
This helps us offer that slot to another cadet on the alternate list.
Thank you for communicating in a timely manner. 

If you do not communicate any action by March 14, we will assume you are declining your slot.
Payment Policies 
· Important payment dates:
· Standard Payment $600. Due date: April 15. Paying early saves you $100.
· Late Payment is accepted Apr 16-22, but a $100 late fee is automatically added to your tuition total.
· You must pay online in Registration Zone using Paypal or a credit card. 
· If you haven’t paid your tuition by April 22, National will unslot you on April 23 and you will be at the bottom of the alternate list. 

Due to the complex nature of National Cadet Special Activities, no refunds are available after April 30. 

If you were a Lift/Top financial assistance recipient OR Activity Scholarship recipient, you will have already been notified via email and your relevant tuition payment will have been entered in Registration Zone at the time you were slotted. Please check your activity card in Registration Zone to see if you have any balance due.

Travel Rules and Expectations
Students may arrive/depart from the following locations for this activity: 

If you are flying commercially:
· You must fly into and out of Dayton International Airport (DAY)
· Your flight must arrive between 8:00am and 2:30pm on Saturday 6 June
· Your flight must depart between 2:00pm and 7:00pm on Saturday 13 June. 
· These timelines are firm. We only have drivers and vans available within these timelines on Arrival and Departure dates. 
· We are not able to accommodate Unaccompanied Minors. We do not have the resources to participate in the Unaccompanied Minors program.

If you are being dropped off/picked by personal car:
· Please arrive at Wright State University (Parking Lot 8 – follow signs for Civil Air Patrol) between 1300 and 1600 on Saturday 6 June 2026.
· Please depart at Wright State University (Parking Lot 8 – follow signs for Civil Air Patrol) between 1200 and 1300 on Saturday 13 June 2026.

If you are driving yourself, you will be expected to turn in your keys upon arrival.

Due to the complex nature of our activity, participants are only able to travel to and from the options listed in this Welcome Letter.

Please confirm your travel plans as soon as possible, ensuring your travel dates and times meet the travel rules above. 
· Please email your travel itinerary to Lt Col George Berghorn at george.berghorn@ohwg.cap.gov no later than 1 May 2026. 
· In that email, please include your method of travel, arrival date and time and departure date and time.

Staff arrival and departure are one day before and one day after student arrival and departure. You will receive information about your arrival and departure instructions separately.
Entry Authorization and Citizenship Requirements
All cadets 18 years of age or older and all senior members will need to receive temporary access to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. You will need to bring a Real ID compliant ID with you to the activity. You will also receive a WPAFP Form 1440 via email from the activity staff – this must be completed according to the instructions and by the deadline provided in that email.

Lodging 
Your lodging is included with your activity tuition. 

This activity will be housed in a college dormitory environment. 

Each dorm room has two to three beds and cadets will have one to two roommates of the same gender. 

Bedding (sheets, pillow, blanket, towels) is available from Wright State University at no additional cost to you - you may request that using the Google form described under the “Additional Forms” heading.

You may also bring your own bedding and towels. Please only request these items if you need them, as we incur an additional cost for each set of requested bedding.

Meals
All meals are included with your activity tuition. 

If you have prescribed dietary restrictions, allergies or food-related accommodations requests, please ensure all of that information is entered and up to date in CAP Health in eServices. This helps us generate a list for our food service providers, where applicable. 

Some meals will be provided at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base.

Please note that CAP does not have influence over military food service (DFAC) and are unable to make dietary requests to those vendors. The activity staff will be in touch with you to discuss any dietary requests you’ve entered in CAP Health during the application process.

Activity Expectations
· National Cadet Special Activities are fun, but intentional learning and career exploration experiences. 
· You will be busy with programming from early morning through the evening. 
· We expect you to be fully engaged in the activity, with your wingmen, senior staff, guest speakers and instructors.
· Expect that you will not be on the internet or with regular access to your phone. 
· Set expectations with your friends and family that you will generally not be available by text, email or social media while at this activity. 

Pre-Work 
Cadets who have not yet earned the model rocketry badge, and wish to do so during the activity, must complete the written phase readings and successfully pass the quizzes for Stages 1-3 (Redstone, Titan, and Saturn) of the CAP Model Rocketry Curriculum. 

The self-study material is available from eServices/Aerospace Education/AE Downloads and Resources (look for Model Rocketry 2015 version), and the three quizzes are available through Absorb. Include a required deadline date for pre-work to be completed. 

Submit your three certificates (available in Absorb via the Transcript/Certificates screen) as a single PDF file to the activity Administration Officer at phil.oconnell@mowgcap.org no later than 1 June 2026.

Updating CAP Health
You were required to update CAP Health to register. You will be required to update CAP Health within 30 days of the activity start date. Please be sure to include any updates to medical history, and proactively communicate with the Activity Director, especially new injuries. Injuries may not prevent you from attending, but we need to prepare for your arrival and prepare for any assistance. 

Example: I’m going to ABC activity and I recently twisted my ankle. I’m currently on crutches. I should tell the AD about my injury because this activity involves a lot of walking.

Example: A cadet takes medication that needs to be refrigerated. This information should be included in CAP Health so the HSO understands this need and can have productive conversations with families.

Grooming Standards
National Cadet Special Activities are premier opportunities for cadets to learn, network and grow as youth leaders. At these activities, you represent the Civil Air Patrol. A professional appearance is required. Please ensure that you meet grooming standards per CAPR 39-1 prior to arriving at your activity. Failure to meet grooming standards will result in your being sent home at your own expense. Activity staff do not have waiver authority. 

Packing List
The packing list is attached at the end of this email.

Restricted Items
Items that are either explicitly listed as being prohibited or are otherwise not explicitly allowed in the packing list will be deemed as contraband and are to be left at home.

Spending Money
All lodging and meals during the activity are included with your tuition. Cadets may choose to bring cash or a debit card for purchases at places such as gift shops during tours or Military Clothing Sales.

Additional Forms 
All slotted applicants will receive an email link to a Google form to provide supplemental information. This includes information about current model rocketry and STEM badge status, dietary preferences (separate from reported allergies), and request for sheets/bedding. This form must be completed no later than 15 May 2026.

Important Timelines
15 May 2026 – Return supplemental information Google form
1 June 2026 – Submit model Stage 1-3 rocketry certificates in a single PDF file to phil.oconnell@mowgcap.org


Communication
The activity staff will communicate with you via email. Please monitor your email and be responsive to anything related to the activity. If we ask you to take an action, we need you to take care of it right away and no later than the stated deadline. Deadlines are there for a reason; please don’t be the person that holds up an entire activity. 

If you have a different email address that is your primary, please update your eServices profile and notify Lt Col Berghorn immediately with your updated contact information.

Graduation Requirements
Completion of the following requirements means you graduate from this activity and earn the NCSA ribbon. In order to graduate, you must actively participate in 80% of the program contact hours and not be dismissed early for behavior.

Graduation Ceremony 
There is a graduation ceremony on Saturday 13 June at 10:00am. Guests are welcome to attend. Further details will be provided via email and social media. 

Activity Director Contact Information
If you have questions about this activity, please contact:
Lt Col George Berghorn
george.berghorn@ohwg.cap.gov
517-862-7821

We look forward to seeing you at National STEM Academy – Ohio



NATIONAL STEM ACADEMY OHIO PACKING LIST
	Item
	Count
	Cadet
	Cadet Cadre
	Senior Member

	SERVICE UNIFORM (CLASS B) - USAF Blue or Corporate Aviator

	Short Sleeve Shirt 
	1
	
	
	

	Trousers or Skirt 
	1
	
	
	

	Flight Cap (w/insignia) (Corporate: N/A)
	1
	
	
	

	Belt (Cadets: Blue USAF-style, SM: USAF/Corporate)
	1
	
	
	

	White V-neck undershirt (NOT crew neck)
	2
	
	
	

	Pairs of black dress socks (trousers) / neutral shade hose (skirts)
	2
	
	
	

	Set of grade insignia and nametag - ribbons and badges optional
	1
	
	
	

	Pair of black low quarter dress shoes or black pumps 
	1
	
	
	

	Pair shirt garters (shirt stays)
	*
	*
	*
	*

	ABU / OCP / BBDU / CWU

	Tops (ABU/OCP/BBDU fabric should match bottoms) (3 recommended)
	2
	
	
	

	Bottoms (ABU/OCP/BBDU fabric should match tops)
(3 recommended)
	2
	
	
	

	Belt (ABU: Desert Tan, OCP: Tan 499, BBDU/CWU: Black)
	1
	
	
	

	T-shirts, ABU: Desert Tan, OCP: Tan 499, BBDU: Desert Tan or Black (may have CAP-themed emblems), CWU: White V-Neck
	6
	
	
	

	Pair of combat, jungle, or jump boots – ABU: Tan, OCP: Coyote brown, BBDU/CWU: Black
	1
	
	
	

	Patrol Cap (Cadets: ABU/OCP, SM: ABU/OCP/BBDU)
	1
	
	
	

	Pairs of boot socks (9 recommended) ABU/BBDU/CWU: Black, OCP: Sage Green or Coyote Brown
	7
	
	
	

	Blousing bands (3 pairs recommended)
	*
	
	
	

	FITNESS TRAINING UNIFORM (FTU)

	Pair PT socks
	7
	
	
	*

	Pair athletic shoes (no basketball shoes, no cleats)
	1
	
	
	*

	Athletic shorts, mid-thigh length; plain black
	2
	
	
	*

	OTHER CLOTHING ITEMS

	Undergarments for one week (7 pairs minimum)
	7
	
	
	

	Shower shoes, pair (for wear in the shower)
	1
	
	
	

	Poncho (solid dark, or several disposable), solid dark rain jacket, or Goretex jacket (optional)
	1
	
	
	

	CAP fleece jacket with rank and name/branch tapes
	*
	
	
	

	Laundry Bag
	1
	
	
	

	Hangers for all uniforms
	7
	
	
	

	Lint Roller
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Sewing kit w/safety pins and thread
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Support brace for injuries (Even if the injury is older)
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Insoles for boots or dress shoes
	*
	*
	*
	*

	LINENS - YOU MAY REQUEST FROM THE ACTIVITY OR BRING YOUR OWN

	Sheet set w/pillow case, white, twin XL size 
	1
	
	
	

	Pillow 
	1
	
	
	

	Light Blanket (single color)
	1
	
	
	

	Bath Towels (any color)
	2
	
	
	

	Washcloth (Any color)
	*
	*
	*
	*

	
Items with an open check box are required. Optional or ‘as required’ items are marked by *, all as-needed quantities are marked by ?     





	Item
	Count
	Cadet
	Cadet Cadre
	Senior Member

	PERSONAL HYGIENE ITEMS

	Personal hygiene products for one week 
(Shampoo / Body Wash / Deodorant / Toothbrush, etc.)
	?
	
	
	

	Sunscreen (recommend 50 spf)
	1
	
	
	

	Insect repellant
	1
	
	
	

	Foot Powder
	1
	
	
	

	Shaving products as required
	*
	
	
	

	Feminine products as required
	*
	
	
	

	Lip Balm
	*
	
	
	

	MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

	CAP ID
	1
	
	
	

	Shoe shine Kit (liquid polish NOT allowed)
	1
	
	
	

	Pack of Moleskin/KT tape
	1
	
	
	*

	Small pack of mixed bandaids (small and large)
	1
	
	
	*

	BLACK permanent marker (Sharpie)
	1
	
	
	

	Small memo book that fits in your pocket
	1
	
	
	

	Black pens
	3
	
	
	

	Iron 
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Laundry pods
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Medication (IN ORIGINAL CONTAINERS)
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Cash or Card for Museum Gift Shop 
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Extra grade insignia 
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Wristwatch (NO SMARTWATCHES!) 
	1
	*
	*
	*

	Alarm Clock (NOT YOUR CELL PHONE)
	1
	
	
	

	6” Ruler 
	1
	
	
	*

	Cell Phone 
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Laptop Computer  (contact activity staff if you do not have one)
	1
	
	
	

	Small Backpack (Black, Olive green, Sage Green, ABU, Coyote Brown, OCP) 
	1
	
	
	

	Hydration Pack (Black, Olive Green, Sage Green, ABU, Coyote Brown, OCP) or leakproof water bottle
	1
	
	
	



Items with an open check box are required. Optional or ‘as required’ items are marked by *, all as-needed quantities are marked by ?     
             
	PROHIBITED ITEMS

	Weapons; bladed multi-tools; drugs, tobacco, vapes, etc.; matches, lighters, fire starters, flammable items, etc.; food & drink; decorative jewelry; other personal electronics/earbuds; reading material with inappropriate content. All prescription medications will be disclosed and turned over to HSO at in-processing. Laptops will only be used to complete academic assignments. Cell phones may be used by cadets during free time subject to following appropriate use guidelines.



If you bring unauthorized items and fail to turn them in, you may be sent home.
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