
2026 Great Lakes Region National Flight Academy Welcome Letter

Congratulations on your acceptance to the 2026 Great Lakes Region National Flight Academy 
Please read this detailed Welcome Letter in its entirety.
All sections are important and there are immediate action items you’ll need to complete to retain your slot in this activity. 

ACTIVITY TITLE Details Overview:
About: National Flight Academy (NFA) is an introductory flight training activity. Cadets will receive 10-15* hours of introductory flight instruction from a Certified Flight Instructor (CFI). Flight topics covered will include but not be limited to:
· Fundamental Maneuvers (Straight and Level, Turns, Climbs, Descents)
· Landings
· Slow Flight
· Approach/Landing Stalls
· Takeoff/Departure Stalls
· Emergency Procedures
· Ground Reference Maneuvers
· Forward Slips
*The hours between 10 and 15 will be kept in reserve if needed to solo.

Dates: 6-Jun to 15-Jun 2026
Address: 525 W 20th Ave, Oshkosh, WI
Time Zone: Central

Action Needed: Accept OR Decline Your Slot in Writing by March 14 (For Summer)
To accept your slot: 
· Please email 1Lt Paul DeCoursin at Paul.DeCoursin@wicap.us with the subject line: Slot Acceptance ACTIVITY TITLE. 
· In the body of the email, confirm you plan to attend.

To decline your slot:
· Please go to Registration Zone and cancel your application for the 2026 Great Lakes Region National Flight Academy 
· Send a courtesy email to 1Lt Paul DeCoursin at Paul.DeCoursin@wicap.us notifying the staff you have cancelled.

It’s ok if you change your mind and decide that this activity is not a good fit for you.
We simply ask for courtesy to take action and decline your slot.
This helps us offer that slot to another cadet on the alternate list.
Thank you for communicating in a timely manner. 

If you do not communicate any action by March 14, we will assume you are declining your slot.

Payment Policies (Summer)
· Important payment dates:
· Standard Payment $1,400. Due date: April 15. Paying early saves you $100.
· Late Payment is accepted Apr 16-22, but a $100 late fee is automatically added to your tuition total.
· You must pay online in Registration Zone using Paypal or a credit card. 
· If you haven’t paid your tuition by April 22, National will unslot you on April 23 and you will be at the bottom of the alternate list. 

Due to the complex nature of National Cadet Special Activities, no refunds are available after April 30. 

If you were a Lift/Top financial assistance recipient OR Activity Scholarship recipient, you will have already been notified via email and your relevant tuition payment will have been entered in Registration Zone at the time you were slotted. Please check your activity card in Registration Zone to see if you have any balance due.

Travel Rules and Expectations (Activity Directors: Use only the options that you authorize for your activity.)
Students may arrive/depart from the following locations for this activity: 

If you are flying commercially:
· You must fly into and out of Appleton (ATW) preferred; alternates that are also accommodated are Milwaukee (MKE) and Madison (MSN).
· Your flight must arrive between 0700 and 1800 on 6-June 2026
· Your flight must depart between 0700 and 1800 on 15-June 2026.
· These timelines are firm. We only have drivers and vans available within these timelines on Arrival and Departure dates. 
· We are not able to accommodate Unaccompanied Minors. We do not have the resources to participate in the Unaccompanied Minors program.

If you are traveling by commercial bus to Oshkosh, WI:
· Please plan to arrive between 0700 and 1800 on 6-June 2026
· Please plan to depart between 0700 and 1800 on 15-June 2026
· These are the only times we can accommodate a pickup at the bus station

If you are traveling by commercial rail to Columbus, WI (Amtrak):
· Please plan to arrive between 0700 and 1800 on 6-June, 2026. 
· Please plan to depart between 0700 and 1800 on 15-June, 2026
· These are the only times we can accommodate a pickup at the bus station
 
If you are being dropped off/picked by personal car: 
· Please arrive at EAA Museum, Oshkosh, WI between 0900 and 1800 on 6-June 2026
· Please depart at EAA Museum between 0700 and 1500 on 15-June 2026

If you are driving yourself, you will be expected to turn in your keys upon arrival.  Call the Activity Director when you arrive at the EAA Museum parking lot. 1LtPaul DeCoursin 414-507-0423.

Due to the complex nature of our activity, participants are only able to travel to and from the options listed in this Welcome Letter.

Please confirm your travel plans as soon as possible, ensuring your travel dates and times meet the travel rules above. 
· Please email your travel itinerary to 1Lt Paul DeCoursin at Paul.DeCoursin@wicap.us no later than 10 May, 2026.
· In that email, please include your method of travel, arrival date and time and departure date and time.

Entry Authorization and Citizenship Requirements
N/A to getting into the NFA buildings or on the OSH airport.

You must bring the Required proof of Citizenship either a 1) Certified Birth Certificate AND a government issued photo ID, OR 2) a valid PASSPORT.  All documents must be originals – NO Photocopies!

Remember!  If you are not a US Citizen, you will have to successfully complete the FAA Flight Training Security Programs (FTSP) process prior to arriving at the Flight Academy.  Failure to do so will mean you cannot participate in the event.   Call me immediately if you are not a US Citizen. This is required to be able to get into the aircraft.

Lodging 

Your lodging is included with your activity tuition. 
This activity will be housed in a barracks environment. 
Each cadet will have their own bed and locker to store their belongings within the barracks. 

Meals
All meals are included with your activity tuition. 
If you have prescribed dietary restrictions, allergies or food-related accommodations requests, please ensure all of that information is entered and up to date in CAP Health in eServices. 
This helps us generate a list for our food service providers, where applicable. 

Activity Expectations
· National Cadet Special Activities are fun, but intentional learning and career exploration experiences. 
· You will be busy with programming from early morning through the evening. 
· We expect you to be fully engaged in the activity, with your wingmen, senior staff, guest speakers and instructors.
· Expect that you will not be on the internet or with regular access to your phone. 
· Set expectations with your friends and family that you will generally not be available by text, email or social media while at this activity. 
· iPad’s can be used for flight planning and inflight navigation– ONLY.


Pre-Work 
Expect to be offered the Training Course and informed of other recommended aeronautical learning aids in advance of the Flight Academy.


Updating CAP Health
You were required to update CAP Health to register. You will be required to update CAP Health within 30 days of the activity start date. Please be sure to include any updates to medical history, and proactively communicate with the Activity Director, especially new injuries. Injuries may not prevent you from attending, but we need to prepare for your arrival and prepare for any assistance. 

Example: I’m going to ABC activity, and I recently twisted my ankle. I’m currently on crutches. I should tell the AD about my injury because this activity involves a lot of walking.
Example: A cadet takes medication that needs to be refrigerated. This information should be included in CAP Health so the HSO understands this need and can have productive conversations with families.

Grooming Standards
National Cadet Special Activities are premier opportunities for cadets to learn, network and grow as youth leaders. At these activities, you represent the Civil Air Patrol. A professional appearance is required. Please ensure that you meet grooming standards per CAPR 39-1 prior to arriving at your activity. Failure to meet grooming standards will result in your being sent home at your own expense. Activity staff do not have waiver authority. 


Packing List
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Restricted Items
NO ALCOHOL, SMOKING MATERIALS, FIREARMS OR PORNOGRAPHY PERMITED

Spending Money
All lodging and meals during the activity are included with your tuition. Cadets may choose to bring cash or a debit card for purchases at places such as a Base Exchange or gift shops during tours.

Additional Forms (optional)
If your activity has specific additional forms, please detail in this section. 
This should only be used for any information not contained within Registration Zone.

Important Timelines
Make sure to have your Student Pilot Certificate, FAA Medical, and proof of Citizenship finalized quicky if something is incomplete.  This is MANDATORY!  If you are not a citizen, and need to go through the FTSP process – CALL ME AND TO GET STARTED ASAP
If cancelling, notify the AD immediately – don’t delay!


Communication
The activity staff will communicate with you via email. Please monitor your email and be responsive to anything related to the activity. If we ask you to take an action, we need you to take care of it right away and no later than the stated deadline. Deadlines are there for a reason; please don’t be the person that holds up an entire activity. 

If you have a different email address that is your primary, please update your eServices profile and notify 1LT Paul.DeCoursin at Paul.DeCoursin@wicap.us immediately with your updated contact information.

Graduation Requirements
Completion of the following requirements means you graduate this activity and earn the NCSA ribbon (list activity requirements below)

Graduation Ceremony 
There is a graduation ceremony on Sunday, 14 June 2026 at 1700 Central.  We will have the Awards Ceremony line on a internet-based meeting.  Details to follow

Activity Director Contact Information
If you have questions about this activity, please contact me:
1Lt Paul DeCoursin
Paul.DeCoursin@wicap.us
414-507-0423 Cell

We look forward to seeing you at ACTIVITY TITLE
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RECOMMENDED PACKING LIST"|

1
ITEM NUMBER SUGGESTED
CAPID Card~ 1“Don’t leave home without it!”~
Certified Birth-certificate-and Government- 1-each “Don’tleave-home without them!”=
issued Photo ID=
Valid Passport= 1-<“needed if you-don’t bring-a Certified Birth Certificate-and-
Goverment-issued Photo ID~
Student Pilot & Medical Certificate~ 1-(Must be16 or older-and have both certificates to solo)=
Notepad, Black Ink Pen & Pencil= ‘smaller size notepad for taking notes in-aircraft-and classroom—
not spiral™
Logbook (if'you have one)= ‘(They will be available for purchase if you need one-$15)=
Class“B” Blues (all awards and ribbons)~ 1(or suit/formal dress for graduation banquet-seniors-only!)=
Class “A”Shoes™ ‘pair (or dress shoes)™
Other comfortable shoes™ ‘pair (for flying - No sandals or flip-flops) may ‘use tennis shoes™
Tennis or Running shoes™ 1 -pairc
Dark pants ‘week supply (Need assortment of pants-and shorts for flying)~
Dark shorts (no-cut-offs, no bicycle shorts)= 1-week supply (see-above)~
Civilian clothes™ 1-week supply (worn only in the evenings —2 or-3 -outfits)=
Socks™ ‘week supply (don’t forget a pair of black for your uniform)~
T-shirt, white (for wear with blues uniform)- 1 shirt
Underwear™ 1-week supply~
Towels/washcloths 1-week supply=
Hangers™ Asneeded for clothing™
Toothbrush/Toothpaste™ 1-each®
Soap/Soap Dish~ 1-each™
Shampoo™ 1-each®
Deodorant® -each (highly recommended for flying)~
Comb and/or Brush 1-each™
Beach Towel~ 1-each™
Flashlight with spare batteries™ -each™
Padlock (forlockers)~ 1-each (combination type best)~
Jacket-and/or Sweater™ 1(WI canstill be cool in June)~
Swimsuit™ -each™
Shaving Gear (if necessary)~ 1setc
Sweatshirt-and Sweatpants™ 1set
Pajamas™ ‘week supply~
Raingeart 1 set (hope it will not be needed)=
Spending Money*! As-desired (NFA will not be responsible for-any lost money)~
Sunglasses™ ‘pair™
Twin size flat-and fitted sheets, pillowcase**= 1 set (optional)~
** There is-a limited supply of clean bedding at the facility. However, some people are uncomfortable using sheets-
from-an unknown source. Pillows, pillowcases-and blankets-are supplied unless you have-a favorite oneyou wantto-

bring.|

REMEMBER: The airlines have size restrictions on most toiletry and carry-on items. Pack size appropriate items or-
they may be taken at the airport.

© > NOTE: There are limited laundry facilities available.”|

1

OPTIONAL -CONVENIENCE ITEMS: -

SewingKit> — Digital Camera® —~ SuntanLotion> > LipBalm - InsectRepellant]

ShowerClogs — Tissues/Handkerchiefs— Stationary/Stamps — Cellphone

NO-ALCOHOL, SMOKING MATERIALS, FIRE'-ARMS -OR PORNOGRAPHY PERMITED|




