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NJ Wing Falcon Flight Powered Flight Academy Welcome Letter

Congratulations on your acceptance to Falcon Flight!

NJ Wing Falcon Flight Overview: This summer, you will embark on a weeklong adventure flying above the New Jersey shore. During the 8 days of training, you will be immersed in the fundamentals of flight, leading up to solo, depending on your progress and the weather.  Every opportunity will be provided for you to get the most time at the controls of the aircraft, as well as receive the ground school instruction necessary to understand the lessons taught over the course of your training.

Please read this email in its entirety, as most of your questions will be answered.

Activity Dates: Friday, July 10 through Sunday, July 19, 2026
Activity Addresses: 
[bookmark: _Hlk220579337]Drop Off between 1:00 P.M. and 4:30 P.M. on Friday at the Jacobstown Volunteer Fire Company, 86 Chesterfield Jacobstown Rd, Wrightstown, NJ 08562.  

Pick up will be after the Graduation Banquet on Sunday, July 19, probably at a location on Joint Base McGuire Dix Lakehurst. 

Flight Operations will take place at Ocean County Airport, 101 Airport Road, Bayville, NJ 
08721.  Housing will be in barracks on Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst

Action Needed: Accept OR Decline Your Slot in Writing by March 14 (For Summer)

To accept your slot: 
· Please email the NJ Wing Falcon Flight Powered Flight Academy Activity Director, Major Robert McClellan  at robert.mcclellan@njwg.cap.gov with the subject line: Slot Acceptance NJ Wing Falcon Flight.  
· In the body of the email, confirm you plan to attend. Please cc your parents in this email. Please also copy our Deputy Director, Major James Plunkett at james.plunkett@njwg.cap.gov.

To decline your slot:
· Please go to Registration Zone and cancel your application for New Jersey Wing Falcon Flight - Powered Flight Academy. 
· Send a courtesy email to the NJ Wing Falcon Flight Powered Flight Academy Activity Director, Major Robert McClellan at robert.mcclellan@njwg.cap.gov notifying the staff you have cancelled. Please cc your parents in this email. Please also copy our Deputy Director, Major James Plunkett at james.plunkett@njwg.cap.gov

It’s ok if you change your mind and decide that this activity is not a good fit for you. We simply ask your courtesy to take action and decline your slot. This helps us offer that slot to another cadet on the alternate list. Thank you for communicating in a timely manner.   Note: If you do not communicate any action by March 14, we will assume you are declining your slot.

Payment Policies
Important payment dates:
· Standard Payment $1,400.00 Due date: April 15. 
· Late Payment is accepted Apr 16-22, but a $100 late fee is automatically added to your tuition total.
· You must pay online in Registration Zone using Paypal or a credit card. 
· If you haven’t paid your tuition by April 22, National will unslot you on April 23 and you will be at the bottom of the alternate list. 

Due to the complex nature of National Cadet Special Activities, no refunds are available after April 30. 

If you were a Lift/Top financial assistance recipient OR Activity Scholarship recipient, you will have already been notified via email and your relevant tuition payment will have been entered in Registration Zone at the time you were slotted. Please check your activity card in Registration Zone to see if you have any balance due.

Travel Rules and Expectations 
Students may arrive/depart from the following locations for this activity: 

If you are flying commercially:
· You must fly into and out of Philadelphia (PHL) or Newark Liberty (EWR) Airports.
· Your flight must arrive between 11:00 A.M. and 2:30 P.M. on July 10, 2026.
· Your flight must depart between 3:00 P.M and 6:00 P.M. on July 19, 2026. 
· These timelines are firm. We only have drivers and vans available within these timelines on Arrival and Departure dates. 
· We are not able to accommodate Unaccompanied Minors. We do not have the resources to participate in the Unaccompanied Minors program.

If you are traveling by commercial rail to the Trenton Transit Center: 
· Please plan to arrive between 11:00 A.M. and 3:00 P.M. on July 10, 2026. 
· Please plan to depart between 3: 00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. on July 19, 2026.
· These are the only times we can accommodate a pick up at the train station
 
If you are being dropped off/picked by personal car:
· Please arrive at the Jacobstown Volunteer Fire between 1:00 P.M. and 4:30 P.M. on Friday at the Jacobstown Volunteer Fire Company, 86 Chesterfield Jacobstown Rd, Wrightstown, NJ 08562 between 1:00 P.M. and 4:30 P.M. on July 10, 2026.
· Please depart from the Graduation Banquet (location on Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst,  TBD) between 1:30 P.M. and 3:00 P.M. on July 19, 2026.
· If you are driving yourself, you will be expected to turn in your keys upon arrival.

Due to the complex nature of our activity, participants are only able to travel to and from the options listed in this Welcome Letter.

Please confirm your travel plans as soon as possible, ensuring your travel dates and times meet the travel rules above. 
· Please email your travel itinerary to NJ Wing Falcon Flight Powered Flight Academy Activity Director, Major Robert McClellan at robert.mcclellan@njwg.cap.gov no later than July 1, 2026. 
· In that email, please include your method of travel, arrival date and time, and departure date and time. Please also copy our Deputy Director, Major James Plunkett at james.plunkett@njwg.cap.gov.


Entry Authorization and Citizenship Requirements 
Because we will be staying on (and our graduation will take place on) an active military installation, all cadets should have their current, unexpired, CAP ID with them at all times. Cadets 18 years of age or older will also be required to have REAL ID or the equivalent with them at all times. We will check these items at drop off.

For parents who will be attending the Graduation Ceremony and Banquet, REAL ID will also be required, along with certain data items and/or proof of citizenship. We will collect this data during drop off.


Lodging
Your lodging is included with your activity tuition. 
· This activity will be housed in a barracks environment. 
· Each cadet will have their own bed and locker to store their belongings within the barracks. Each room has two beds and cadets will have a roommate of the same gender. 

Meals
All meals are included with your activity tuition. 
If you have prescribed dietary restrictions, allergies or food-related accommodations requests, please ensure all of that information is entered and up to date in CAP Health in eServices. 

Because most of our meals are provided by military dining facilities, please note that CAP does not have influence over military food service (DFAC) and is unable to make dietary requests to those vendors. The activity staff will be in touch with you to discuss any dietary requests you’ve entered in CAP Health during the application process.

Activity Expectations
· National Cadet Special Activities are fun, but intentional learning and career exploration experiences. 
· You will be busy with programming from early morning through the evening. 
· We expect you to be fully engaged in the activity, with your wingmen, senior staff, guest speakers and instructors.
· Expect that you will not be on the internet or with regular access to your phone. 
· Set expectations with your friends and family that you will generally not be available by text, email or social media while at this activity. 

Pre-Work Flight Ground School: 
We conduct Ground School online before the academy to give you the best experience possible. You will need to log in to a Google Classroom run by our Ground School Instructor, Capt. Joe Sirois. The ground school has a 4-month window for completion, and it is recommended that you spread it out over 12 weeks. We typically include live Google Meet sessions to supplement the Classroom work, and Google Meet tutoring sessions can be arranged by request. Expect to use a CAP.GOV email to log in to the Google Classroom. Parent or Guardian Access to the Classroom is also available. Any books or reference materials will be included in a digital format or searchable on the web. You may purchase or print any material at your discretion. You will need to print the fill-in-the-blank study guide, complete it, and bring it with you to the Academy.

Updating CAP Health
You were required to update CAP Health to register. You will be required to update CAP Health within 30 days of the activity start date. Please be sure to include any updates to medical history, and proactively communicate with the Activity Director, especially new injuries. Injuries may not prevent you from attending, but we need to prepare for your arrival and prepare for any assistance. 

Example: I’m going to ABC activity and I recently twisted my ankle. I’m currently on crutches. I should tell the AD about my injury because this activity involves a lot of walking.
Example: A cadet takes medication that needs to be refrigerated. This information should be included in CAP Health so the HSO understands this need and can have productive conversations with families.

Grooming Standards
National Cadet Special Activities are premier opportunities for cadets to learn, network and grow as youth leaders. At these activities, you represent the Civil Air Patrol. A professional appearance is required. Please ensure that you meet grooming standards per CAPR 39-1 prior to arriving at your activity. Failure to meet grooming standards will result in your being sent home at your own expense. Activity staff do not have waiver authority.



Falcon Flight Packing List
Required Items
                            
Birth Certificate/Photo ID/REAL ID		Comb or Brush
CAP ID 						Eyeglasses
Student Pilot Certificate (must have) 		Towel for Shower
TSA Documentation if not a US Citizen 	Appropriate “off-duty” clothes 
Notebook, Pencil & Pen			Toothbrush 
Refillable water bottle 			Deodorant 
Needed medications 				Set of feminine hygiene products (females) 
Spending money				Shower clogs or thongs 
Light jacket 					Clothes hangers 
Soap, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste 	Set of shaving items 
Sun screen and lip sunscreen 	
Appropriate underwear	
Sneakers (clean)	

Class “B” Uniform complete (blue shirt/blouse, blue pants/skirt, black shoes, socks, belt, etc. 

Optional Items

Hat 						Raincoat or poncho 
Sunglasses 					Flip Flops
Camera 					Special foods / snacks
Laundry bag 					Aviation Headset (we will provide if you don’t have)
Flight Logbook


Sun Screen:  Everyone is required to bring and use sunscreen and lip block rated at a SPF 30 or greater.  The sun is out from 4:00 A.M to past 9:00 P.M here and you will be outside for a good part of the day.  Special attention is required if you burn easily. 

Laundry Facilities:  Washers and dryers are available at the base.  The Falcon Flight will provide detergent; there is no fee for the laundry.

Uniform:  You will be spending a lot of time in classes, study sessions and generally on and off the flight line.  Temperatures can be quite warm and sunny, with possible afternoon showers.  Evenings will cool off.  All this leads up to the need for cool, comfortable, washable clothes.  The uniform for daytime activity at the airport will be NFA polo shirts that we will provide along with khaki shorts.  You must provide khaki/tan shorts and sneakers.  Every cadet will be issued an NFA T-shirt to wear as well.
  


Off-Duty Clothing:  Sneakers or “small” comfortable shoes are best.  Be comfortable.  You will be doing lots of walking.  Make sure they are broken in.  All shirts/blouses must have short sleeves (no sleeveless) and be long enough to cover your waist and come over your pant tops.  No tight or revealing clothing. 

•	Female – No halter, strapless, braless, low cut (front or back) or revealing tops.  No short shorts.  Bring blouses that, if they become wet, are not see-through. 

•	Male – No muscle or otherwise revealing clothing.  Plan on fresh clothing every day.

Restricted Items
Knives, illegal drugs, alcohol, cigarettes, vapes

Spending Money
All lodging and meals during the activity are included with your tuition. Cadets may choose to bring cash or a debit card for purchases at places such as a Base Exchange or gift shops during tours.

Important Timelines and Dates

Overall Schedule – (Subject to change): 
•	July 1 – Travel Itinerary emailed to robert.mcclellan@njwg.cap.gov
·        July 10 - Arrival & rules briefing
•	July 11 - Welcome and NFA setup.  Safety Briefing, meet your instructor.
•	July 11   - July 18 - Fly, fly, fly & ground school
•	July 19 - Graduation Lunch.  Approximately 11:00 AM.  All Depart

Daily Schedule – Typical (subject to change as needed): 
Generally, wake-up will be at 0630 with breakfast at 0700 and arrive at the airport at 0800.  Our flying/training day will vary, but generally starts at 0830 every day.  There will be two cadets assigned to each flight instructor and you will be either in the left seat or back seat flying or in the classroom every day. Some time may be spent with all cadets at the same training session.  This may occur in the event of weather or just to facilitate coordinating schedules.  Flying will generally end at 1700. Evenings will be occupied with training, study or recreation. Lights will be at 2200.

Religious Services: 
We will offer opportunities to attend religious services as requested. 

Communication
The activity staff will communicate with you via email. Please monitor your email and be responsive to anything related to the activity. If we ask you to take an action, we need you to take care of it right away and no later than the stated deadline. 

If you have a different email address that is your primary, please update your eServices profile and notify Major Robert McClellan (robert.mcclellan@njwg.cap.gov) immediately with your updated contact information. Please also copy our Deputy Director, Major James Plunkett at james.plunkett@njwg.cap.gov.

Graduation Requirements
Completion of the following requirements means you graduate from this activity and earn the NCSA ribbon. Here are the requirements:  
· Complete 80% of the activity requirements 
· Actively participate in 80% of the contact hours and not dismissed early for behavior
· The Activity Director determines when course objectives have been met

Graduation Ceremony (Optional)
There is a graduation ceremony on Sunday, July 19, 2026 at 11:00 A.M. This will take place on Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst and all attendees other than cadets will need to be pre-vetted for base access. Required information will be collected in person at drop-off.  The ceremony may be live-streamed. 

Activity Director and Deputy Contact Information
If you have questions about this activity, please contact:

Major Robert McClellan
Director
robert.mcclellan@njwg.cap.gov
609-933-3941

Major James Plunkett, 
Deputy Director
james.plunkett@njwg.cap.gov
609-230-5653

We look forward to seeing you in July at Falcon Flight!
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