
2026 NATIONAL BLUE BERET Welcome Letter

Congratulations on your acceptance to 2026 NATIONAL BLUE BERET! 
Please read this detailed Welcome Letter in its entirety. 
All sections are important, and there are immediate action items you’ll need to complete to retain your slot in this activity. 

2026 NATIONAL BLUE BERET Details Overview:

About: National Blue Beret is an activity that encompasses all three missions of the CAP with members from all over the Nation and overseas. It is a Cadet Activity with a laser focus on servant leadership and teamwork development. It takes place at one of the largest fly-ins in the world, with aircraft of almost every kind numbering over 10,000. We are part of a SAR mission directed by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center.

Dates: 13-27 July 2026
Address: 1018 Cap Ave, Oshkosh, WI 54902
Time Zone: Central

Action Needed: Accept OR Decline Your Slot by March 14 

To accept your slot: 
· Please fill out the Supplemental Information Form found in Registration Zone for this activity

To decline your slot:
· Please go to Registration Zone and cancel your application for 2026 NATIONAL BLUE BERET. 
· Send a courtesy email to Lt Col Patrica Crockett at admin@nbb.cap.gov notifying the staff you have cancelled.

It’s ok if you change your mind and decide that this activity is not a good fit for you.
We simply ask your courtesy to take action and decline your slot. 
This helps us offer that slot to another cadet on the alternate list.
Thank you for communicating in a timely manner. 

If you do not communicate any action by March 14, we will assume you are declining your slot.

Payment Policies 

· Important payment dates:
· Standard Payment $505. Due date: April 15. Paying early saves you $100.
· Late Payment is accepted Apr 16-22, but a $100 late fee is automatically added to your tuition total.

You must pay online in Registration Zone using PayPal or a credit card. 
· If you haven’t paid your tuition by April 22, National will unslot you on April 23 and you will be at the bottom of the alternate list. 

Due to the complex nature of National Cadet Special Activities, no refunds are available after April 30. 

If you were a Lift/Top financial assistance recipient OR Activity Scholarship recipient, you will have already been notified via email and your relevant tuition payment will have been entered in Registration Zone at the time you were slotted. Please check your activity card in Registration Zone to see if you have any balance due.

Travel Rules and Expectations

Students may arrive/depart from the following locations for this activity: 

If you are FLYING COMMERCIALLY:
· You must fly into and out of Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport (MKE)
· Your flight must arrive before 17:00 on Monday, 13 July 2026
· Your flight must depart after 09:00 (AM) on Monday, 27 July 2026. 

These timelines are firm. We only have two chartered buses available on 13 July 2026 departing MKE at 14:00 and 18:00. 
· Departure day, Monday, 27 July 2026 both chartered buses leave the NBB Compound at 06:00 (AM). 

If you are traveling by COMMERCIAL BUS to Oshkosh (Washburn Park and Ride): 
· Please plan to arrive between 12:00 (NOON) and 17:00 on 13 July 2026. 
· Please plan to depart after 09:00 (AM) on Monday, 27 July 2026.

If you are traveling by COMMERCIAL RAIL to Milwaukee, WI - General Mitchell Int'l Airport (MKA) 
· Please plan to arrive before 17:00 on Monday, 13 July 2026 and make your way to MKE baggage claim to catch one of the NBB shuttles leaving at 14:00 and 18:00 
· Please plan to depart after 09:00 (AM) on Monday, 27 July 2026.

If you are being dropped off/picked by PERSONAL CAR (POV) OR CORPORATE VEHICLE (COV):
· Please arrive at Wittman Regional Airport Gate 37 between 12:00 (NOON) and 20:00 on Monday, 13 July 2026. Call 913-208-7282 when you arrive.
· Please depart at NBB Compound, 1018 Cap Ave, Oshkosh, WI 54902, between 06:00 (AM) and 11:00 (AM) on Monday, 27 July 2026

If you are driving yourself, you will be expected to turn in your keys upon arrival.

Please confirm your travel plans as soon as possible, ensuring your travel dates and times meet the travel rules above. 
· Please fill out the Travel Form located in Registration Zone.
· Please forward the travel itinerary email from the airline to Lt Col Patricia Crockett at travel@NBB.cap.gov, no later than 15 May 2026. 
· No screenshots or JPGs. 

Lodging

Your lodging is included in your activity tuition. 
This activity will be housed in a barracks environment. 
Each cadet will have their own bed and locker to store their belongings within the barracks. Storage space is limited. Bring only what is on the packing list.


Meals

All meals are included in your activity tuition. 
If you have prescribed dietary restrictions, allergies or food-related accommodations requests, please ensure all that information is entered and up to date in CAP Health in eServices. 
This helps us generate a list for our food service providers, where applicable. 

Activity Expectations

· National Cadet Special Activities are fun, but intentional learning and career exploration experiences. 
· You will be busy with programming from early morning through the evening. 
· We expect you to be fully engaged in the activity, with your wingmen, senior staff, guest speakers, and instructors.
· Expect that you will not be on the internet or with regular access to your phone. 
· Set expectations with your friends and family that you will generally not be available by text, email or social media while at this activity. 

Pre-Work 

You must have these attendance pre-requisites completed by 15 May 2026 to attend.
· Aircraft Ground Handling-Current
· Basic Risk Management-ORM-B
· Intermediate Risk Management-ORM-I
· ICUT
· CAPT 116
· IS 700.b Introduction to NIMS (FEMA Course)
· IS 100.c Introduction to ICS (FEMA Course)
FEMA requires you to register in their Student Identification System at this link https://cdp.dhs.gov/femasid
Once you've completed the courses, upload your certificates into eservices. Go to your 101 card. Under your name, you'll see "View and Upload Documents". Select which document you are uploading, then select the certificate file on your computer. It will need approval from your squadron leadership before it shows up in eservices.

In addition to the qualifications listed on Reg Zone, the following are also required.
· CAPT 117 part 1  
· CAPT 117 part 2 
· CAPT 117 part 3

Updating CAP Health

[bookmark: _Int_udU0Skr5]You were required to update CAP Health to register. You will be required to update CAP Health within 30 days of the activity start date. Please be sure to include any updates to medical history and proactively communicate with the Event Coordinator, especially new injuries. Injuries may not prevent you from attending, but we need to prepare for your arrival and prepare for any assistance. Event Coordinator at admin@nbb.cap.gov.

Example: I’m going to   National Blue Beret (NBB) and I recently twisted my ankle. I’m currently on crutches. I should tell the AD about my injury because this activity involves a lot of walking.
Example: A cadet takes medication that needs to be refrigerated. This information should be included in CAP Health, so the HSO understands this need and can have productive conversations with families.

Grooming Standards

National Cadet Special Activities are premier opportunities for cadets to learn, network and grow as youth leaders. At these activities, you represent Civil Air Patrol. A professional appearance is required. Please ensure that you meet grooming standards per CAPR 39-1 prior to arriving at your activity. Failure to meet grooming standards will result in your being sent home at your own expense. Activity staff do not have waiver authority. 

Packing List
The packing list has been honed over the years to include everything you will need for NBB. Space is limited. Please bring only what is listed on the Packing list located in Registration zone.

Restricted Items
· Blues Uniform
· Laundry Soap
· Iron/Spray Starch
· Food, Candy, or Drinks
· Electronics (Computers, Smart Watches, AI Glasses, etc.)
· Knives/Weapons of any kind
· Matches/Lighters/Fire Starters
· Any form of Tobacco or Vaping Products
· OTC Medications

Spending Money
All lodging and meals during the activity are included in your tuition. Cadets are encouraged to bring a debit card for extra food or purchases made at AirVenture during Flight Night Out and free time.

Action Items

Important Timelines
· 14 March   - Supplemental Information Form Due 
· 15 April - $505 - Payment Due
· 16-22 Apr – Late Fee $100 added
· 23 April – All Unpaid Cadets Unslotted 
· 15 May- Quals Completed, Uploaded, and Approved
· 15 May – Travel Form Complete
· 15 May – Commercial Travel Itinerary Email Forwarded
· 14 June – Updated CAP Health

All forms, payment options, and CAP Health updates can be accessed in Registration Zone



Communication
The activity staff will communicate with you via email. Please monitor your email and be responsive to anything related to the activity. If we ask you to take action, we need you to take care of it right away and no later than the stated deadline. Deadlines are there for a reason; please don’t be the person that holds up an entire activity. 

If you have a different email address that is your primary, please update your eServices profile and notify Event Coordinator immediately with your updated contact information.

Graduation Requirements
· Completion of the following requirements means you graduate this activity and earn the NCSA ribbon
·  Successfully Complete 80% of training and mission related activities

NBB Graduation
There is an activity banquet. Only those attending the activity are permitted to participate.

Event Coordinator Contact Information
If you have questions about this activity, please contact:
Lt Col Patricia Crockett
admin@nbb.cap.gov
913-208-7282

We look forward to seeing you at National Blue Beret.
