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CIVIL AIR PATROL
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Ellington Air Force Base, Texas

MEMORANDUM TO: Each Megmber of Congress

In compliance with provisions of Public Law 476 of the
79th Congress, I am forwarding herewith the annual report
of the Civil Air Patrol for 1959.

I trust that this report will prove to be both interesting
and informative and I look forward to receiving any com-

ments you may wish to make.

ﬁé@ﬁ_‘\q)‘f'&ﬂ/
STEPHEN D. McELR®Y

Brigadier General, UBAF
National Commander



FOREWORD

THE YEAR 1959 was a period of change and progress. On 1 January headquarters
CAP-USAF was placed organizationally under the Continental Air Command
highlighting closer affiliation and coordination with USAF. On 8 August the
National Headquarters opened for business in its new home at Ellington AFB,
Texas in a building far more suitable for serving the needs of CAP-USAF by
virtue of design and location than the old Bolling AFB facility. The Corporation
received a new chief executive officer when Colonel D. Harold Byrd replaced
General Carl Spaatz who retired in April after many years of service as National
Chairman. In 1959 Major General Walter Agee retired from active service and
Brig. Gen. McElroy was assigned to replace him as the National Commander.
It was also during 1959 that the Air Force decided to retire its C-45 aircraft
from the inventory. This action, which would require a realignment of Air Force
resources, was announced to the National Executive Board early in November.
These were changes occasioned by time and progress. In Civil Air Patrol during
this period one vital factor remained unchanged, the unshaken loyalty and faith
of the vast majority of the Civil Air Patrol membership in the mission and role
of the CAP.

The report is factual. It shows gains and losses. It is a statistical report of
an organization which was very much alive as it completed its 18th year.



Stephen D. McElroy
Brigadier General, USAF
National Commander
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Colonel Harry B. Dyer, Colonel Roy St. Lewis,
CAP, CAP,
Chief Financial Officer Legal Counselor

Nashville, Tennessee Washington, D. C.

General Carl A. Spaatz,
USAF (Ret.),
Honorary Chairman
Washington, D. C.
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NORTHEASTERN Region: Colonel Seymour J. Simon, CAP, i
Smithtown, L.I., New York .

MIDDLE EAST REGION: Colonel David S. Harter, CAP,
Camden, South Carolina

GREAT LAKES REGION: Colonel John O. Swarts, CAP,
, Madeira, Ohio

SOUTHEASTERN REGION: Colonel F. Ward Reilly, CAP,
Lookout Mountain, Tennessee
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Colonel D. Harold Byrd,
CAP,

Exe cu," ve B oard

‘31 December 1959)

Colonel Elbert C. Isom, Colonel A. Paul Fonda, Colonel Stanley H. Arnolt,

CAP, CAP, CAP,
Northeastern Region Middle East Region Great Lakes Region

New Caanan, Connecticut Washington, D. C. Warsaw, Indiana

Colonel
William C. Whelen,
CAP,

Vice Chairman
Nashville, Tennessee

Colonel Colonel Colonel J. Reed Capps,

Sidney S. Perryman, Charles Boettcher, II, CAP,
CAP, CAP, Pacific Region
Southwestern Region Rocky Mountain Region San Francisco, California
Seymour, Texas Denver, Colorado
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NORTH CENTRAL REGION: Colonel Malcolm McDermid, CAP,
Minneapolis, Minnesota

SOUTHWESTERN REGION: Colonel James L. Camp, CAP,
Dallas, Texas
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION: Colonel Ernest E. Allaby, CAP, { ' %f-} -,2
Lowry AFB, Colorado 2 SR :{é”{’f/fé‘?(%f 7)(&-'
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PACIFIC REGION: Colonel Herbert Barnett, CAP (Acting), l}"’:‘,:‘i f

San Francisco, California
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CAP WING COMMANDERS

ALABAMA:
ALASKA:
ARIZONA:
ARKANSAS:
CALIFORNIA:
COLORADO:
CONNECTICUT:
DELAWARE:
FLORIDA:
GEORGIA:
HAWAII:
IDAHO:
ILLINOIS:
INDIANA:
IOWA:
KANSAS:
KENTUCKY:
LOUISIANA:
MAINE:
MARYLAND:

MASSACHUSETTS:
MICHIGAN:
MINNESOTA:
MISSISSIPPI:
MISSOURI:
MONTANA:

NATIONAL CAPITAL:

NEBRASKA:
NEVADA:

NEW HAMPSHIRE:
NEW JERSEY:
NEW MEXICO:
NEW YORK:
NORTH CAROLINA:
NORTH DAKOTA:
OHIO:
OKLAHOMA:
OREGON:
PENNSYLVANIA:
RHODE ISLAND:
SOUTH CAROLINA
SOUTH DAKOTA:
TENNESSEE:
TEXAS: |

UTAH:

VERMONT:
VIRGINIA:
WASHINGTON:
WEST VIRGINIA:
WISCONSIN:
WYOMING:
PUERTO RICO:

Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Tolonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel

-

(as of 31 December 1959)

Ernest C. Nall, CAP, Birmingham, Alabama

(Temp) James E. Carter, CAP, (Acting), Anchorage, Alaska

(Temp) William O. Moore, CAP, (Acting), Tucson, Arizona

Arthur K. Watkins, CAP, Little Rock, Arkansas

Charles Louis Ashlock, CAP, San Francisco, California .
Charles F. Howard, CAP, Denver, Colorado

James F. Kavanagh, CAP, Branford, Connecticut

Louisa S. Morse, CAP, Wilmington, Delaware

Joseph F. Moody, CAP, Orlando, Florida

(Temp) Robert L. O’Neill, CAP, Atlanta, Georgia

Benjamin F. Dillingham, CAP, Honolulu, Hawaii

John Farrar, CAP, Twin Falls, Idaho

James J. Mitchell, CAP, Naperville, lllinois

(Temp) Donald H. Lessig, CAP, (Acting), Warsaw, Indiana

Hal D. Rogers, CAP, Des Moines, lowa

James J. O’Conner, CAP, Wichita, Kansas

(Temp) James A. Denham, CAP, (Acting), Paris, Kentucky

William D. Haas, CAP, Bunkie, Louisiana

Norton H. Lamb, CAP, Portland, Maine

(Temp) Eugene S. Bibb, CAP, (Acting), Friendship International

Airport, Maryland

Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel

John B. Slate, CAP, Wakefield, Massachusetts
Melvin E. Beebe, CAP, Adrian, Michigan
Richard T. Murphy, CAP, St. Paul, Minnesota
Walter G. Johnson, CAP, Jackson, Mississippi
J. Orville Ladd, CAP, Maryville, Missouri

Lt. Colonel John T. Vance, CAP, (Acting), Helena, Montana

Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
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Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel
Colonel

F. Joseph Donohue, CAP, Washington, D. C.

H. James Grove, Jr., CAP, Omaha, Nebraska

Raymond A. Smith, CAP, Reno, Nevada

Harry M. Rodd, CAP, Concord, New Hampshire

Nanette M. Spears, CAP, East Orange, New Jersey

J. Gibbs Spring, CAP, Albuquerque, New Mexico

(Temp) Jess Strauss, CAP, (Acting), New Rochelle, New York
Donald H. Denton, CAP, Charlotte, North Carolina

Stanley C. Frank, CAP, Fargo, North Dakota

Lyle W. Castle, CAP, Cincinnati, Ohio

Mace Spangler, CAP, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Charles R. Chick, CAP, Portland, Oregon

Phillip F. Neuweiler, CAP, Allentown, Pennsylvania

Edward A. Mercier, CAP, Pawtucket, Rhode Island

(Temp) John R. Taylor, CAP, Columbia, South Carolina
Rupert P. Brzica, CAP, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Alfred M. Waddell, CAP, Memphis, Tennessee

Benjamin F. Lowell, CAP, Wichita Falls, Texas

Joseph S. Bergin, CAP, Salt Lake City, Utah

Duane H. Benham, CAP, Rutland, Vermont

Allan C. Perkinson, CAP, Blackstone, Virginia ]
Joseph H. Princen, CAP, Seattle, Washington

H. Leon Hager, CAP, Hamlin, West Virginia

(Temp) Richard H. Reynard, CAP, (Acting), Beloit, Wisconsin
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Major Daniel C. Leach, CAP, (Acting), Cheyenne, Wyoming

Colonel

Clara E. Livingston, CAP, San Juan, Puerto Rico



PART |

INTRODUCING THE YEAR

1959...

A new era for Civil Air Patrol began on 1 January
1959 when, by General Order #71 of 12 December
1958, the responsibilities for the accomplishment of
the Headquarters CAP - USAF mission were trans-
ferred to the Commander, Continental Air Command,
Lieutenant General William E. Hall.

On top of this “paper” introduction to the new
year came the appointment on 1 April 1959 of
Brigadier General Stephen D. McElroy, USAF, as
CAP’s new national commander, succeeding Major
General Walter R. Agee, USAF, who retired 31
March after three years and three months in office.
General McElroy became the sixth national com-
mander of Civil Air Patrol since the organization
was formed 1 December 1941.

The National Executive Board of the Civil Air
Patrol Corporation in its meeting at Colorado Springs
in April 1959 unanimously passed a resolution
authorizing the national commander to seek a new
location for the national headquarters which would
be in keeping with the dignity and requirements of
the organization. A number of possible sites were
reviewed. In August, Headquarters USAF ordered
the move to Ellington AFB, Texas. The national
headquarters opened its doors for business on 8
August 1959 at its new location.

OPERATIONS...

From wings in the Zone of the Interior and our
units in Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico, 1959
produced impressive reports of the response of CAP
in meeting emergency situations where these trained
volunteers met the requirements of this part of
their mission.

A child, lost in the Maine woods, found safe by
CAP. Similarly, a northwoods hunter is lost, and
found by CAP.

Forestry wardens asked Civil Air Patrol to assist
in observing serious forest fires near Pistol Pond,
Maine. A parachute jumper’s chute failed; his body
was found and evacuated by a CAP rescue team.

In Louisiana, CAP members assisted National
Guardsmen in the anti-aircraft tracking exercises and
conducted numerous missions on a local level search-

ing for mission aircraft, hunters and fishermen, and

stood by on Civil Defense flood evacuation alerts.

During 1959, the various squadrons of the Alaska
Wing performed 57 Air Force-authorized missions
and 14 for the U. S. Coast Guard. Many aircraft
searches and mercy missions highlighted the year.
Missing wolf hunters in the ice and snow out of
Fairbanks were the objects of one mission which
was closed, then reopened, and successfully com-
pleted with hunters and aircraft found safe. Aircraft
from the Kenai Squadron Alaska Wing evacuated a
medical patient from Anchor Point to facilities at
Anchorage; several other patients were taken from
remote spots to hospital care. The Anchorage Squad-
ron delivered fresh-water-filled Lister bags to Seldovia
in a vital mercy mission. The Juneau and Ketchikan
Squadrons assisted the Coast Guard in aerial searches
for overdue boats and boatsmen in Alaskan waters.

In Colorado, in addition to searches for missing
planes and persons, the Governor asked CAP to
assist in searching for lost sheep.

Colorado Wing also had a sombre note in 1959.
Two pilots and two cadets were killed in line of
duty. First fatality was Lt. Colonel Paul D. Weller,
CAP, attempting to land in rough terrain near a
downed Air Force plane. His observer was injured
but is back in active CAP work. The second pilot,
S/Sgt Fred J. LaVine, flying a light CAP plane,
disappeared while searching for a missing aircraft.
Prolonged searches by members of CAP, civilian
volunteers and personnel from USAF and the U. S.
Army failed to find LaVine or his plane. Cadets
Norman W. Wilbarger and Darrell L. White were
killed in a jeep accident near Walden en route to
interrogate loggers regarding the missing plane.

In other states, CAP participated in flood patrol
and traffic control at disaster or emergency scenes.

During 1959 the Civil Air Patrol flew 8,401
sorties for a total of 15,444 hours in support of







