
1.2 Cadet Membership 
Key Question: What are the eligibility requirements, costs and time commitments involved in joining 
CAP? 
 
Intended for prospective cadets and their parents, this briefing outlines the membership eligibility 
requirements, the cost of joining, and the cost of obtaining uniforms. 
 
Suggested Instructor 
The squadron commander or another senior should deliver this presentation 
Because parents are part of the intended audience, an adult should lead this briefing, not a cadet 
 
Duration 
20 min 
 
Goal 
Understand the eligibility requirements and costs involved in joining CAP 
 
Materials Needed 
• PowerPoint slides (squadrons are encouraged to customize the slides, adding specifics about dues, 

fees, and local policies) 
• A projector, TV, or a computer to display the slides 

 
LESSON OUTLINE 
 
1. Eligibility 2 min 
 
The most basic eligibility requirement is that prospective cadets must be between 12 and 18 years old. 
(Keep it simple; for additional requirements, see CAPR 39-2.) 
 
Prospective cadets must attend 3 meetings before officially applying for membership 
(explain any local policies). 
 
Parents are encouraged to join either to support cadets or contribute to our emergency services or 
aerospace education missions. Parents can also support cadets informally by serving on a parents’ 
committee. 
 
2. Annual Dues 3 min 
 
First, understand that CAP is a non-profit, volunteer organization. The initial membership for cadets is 
___ (varies by wing, see www.gocivilairpatrol.com/dues). If there are squadron dues or special fees, 
explain those. 
  
Some activities, such as a rocketry workshop or week-long summer encampments, involve additional 
fees. (Briefly describe the typical fee structure for your local area.) 

http://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/dues


 
Cost for the first year of cadet membership usually ranges from $300-$600.  
 
CAP-related expenses may be tax-deductible, just as with any other charitable contributions. 
 
[Cost may be an issue for some families; squadron leaders should consider how they will respond to 
parents who say they cannot afford for their son or daughter to join.] 
 
3. Uniforms 5 min 
 
As part of their leadership training, cadets wear an Air Force-style uniform. Through the cost-sharing 
Curry Uniform Program cadets receive a voucher that goes towards the purchase of their uniforms after 
earning the first achievement in the Cadet Program. Voucher amounts are based of the needs 
declaration from your family’s membership application and vary from $75 to $175. What’s the current 
cost of uniforms? (about $380 for Blues and ABUs as of August 2022) 
 
Describe other sources for obtaining uniforms in your area, such as: unit supplies, DRMO, Army-Navy 
stores, military clothing sales, etc.  
 
Explain how cadets obtain insignia; ie: from Vanguard or the unit directly or another source. 
 
To wear the uniform, cadets must meet the grooming standards. Basically, this means that hair on males 
must be over the ears and off the collar; females have a lot more options. 
 
4. New Cadet Kit 2 min 
 
About 2 weeks after joining CAP, you will receive a New Cadet Kit in the mail. The kit includes the New 
Cadet Guide, aerospace textbooks, a leadership textbook, Cadet Drill Guide, and Personal Cadet Tracker. 
A Parent’s Guide ships separately. 
 
Cadets use the textbooks inside the kit to progress in the Cadet Program. The squadron offers classes 
and activities each week, but cadets also need to do some reading and learning tasks outside of 
meetings to earn promotions and awards.  
  
5. Participation 2 min 
 
Cadets participate in CAP to the extent that they are interested and able, but active participation is a 
prerequisite for promotion and to hold leadership positions. We ask that cadets attend their weekly 
meetings regularly and plan to attend one weekend activity each month and a week-long encampment 
or other activity during the summer. Cadets will get the most out of the program if they participate 
regularly.  
 
 
 



6.Benefits 2 min 
 
The CAP Cadet Program is not for everyone, but if you are interested in aviation and space, leadership 
skills, making new friends, and rising to the challenge symbolized by the Air Force-style uniform, you 
should consider becoming a CAP cadet. 
 
6. Final Thought & Questions & Answers 5 min 

  




