


Civil Air Patrol 
presents 

the 
2023

National AE         
High-Altitude    

Balloon Challenge 
Awards Program

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/aerospace-education/cadets/cap-national-high-altitude-balloon-challenge


Capt Bob Roberts, SC Wing 

HABC Program Director 
and

National AE Programs Lead

***HAB Awards Program on his 
AE YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/RobertRoberts


Major General
Ed Phelka

CAP National Commander

Welcome and Appreciation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=wxhwe124Lcs&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3umcQyMfHXeUsdmXw31OJz8N3fgGIozISj3eCJVkczMM-qQEg69YwDRwo


Special thanks 
to the HABC team:

Col Aaron Angelini, INWG CC
(and INWG SAREX Team)

Lt Col Karen Cooper, NER DCS/AE
Maj Julie Sicks-Panus, NHWG DAE

Lt Michael Dean, GLR-IN-803 Commander
Lt Michael Austin, GLR-IN-803 AEO



And, from CAP National HQ:

Dr. Shayla Broadway
Interim Director, AE 

Susan Mallett
Education Outreach Coordinator



Awards Announcements
If any team expected to win in one or more 
categories and did not do so, consider these 
possible reasons:

1- There were many excellent entries in each 
category with only 1-2 scoring points separating 
the winning entries, and the team’s score just 
did not make the top.

2- The team failed to include one or more items 
listed on the very specific scoring rubrics 
provided as expectations and guidance for each 
category. 



AFA Award Grants
The Air & Space Forces 

Association (AFA) 
provides award grants 

for the top three units in 
each submission 

category.   

With gratitude to the 
AFA, winners  will be 
able to conduct more 
STEM projects in the 

coming year. 



Congratulations
to the following 
award winners!



Hand-drawn 
Mission Patches

Note: The description 
submitted for 
each patch 

was a big part 
of the patch selection. 



Hand-drawn Mission Patch Finalists:
$150 Grants

PCR-CA-414 
San Francisco Cadet 

Squadron 86 NER-NY-311 9th Suffolk 
Cadet Squadron



Hand-drawn  
2023 

Memorial 
Kittinger Patch 

“One-Time 
Extra Winner”

$150 GrantMAR-DE-008
Delaware Air National Guard 

Cadet Squadron 



Hand-drawn 
Mission Patch 
Winner “Unity,”
Simul Melius: 

Better Together

$200 Grant
& Placement on 
2023 CertificateMAR-MD-879

Granite Cadet Squadron



Digitally-drawn 
Mission Patches

Note: The description 
submitted for 
each patch 

was a big part 
of the patch selection.



MAR-DE-025
Middletown Cadet

Squadron 
NER-NJ-073

Curtiss Wright 
Composite Squadron 

Digitally-drawn Mission Patch Finalists:
$150 Grants

Hand-drawn
then digitally 

finished



Digitally-drawn 
Mission Patch 

Winner
“CAP Logo Wings 
Lifting the HAB”

$200 Grant
& Placement on
2023 Certificate 

PCR-CA-240 Santa Barbara 
Composite Squadron 131



Pre-launch Videos



Pre-launch Video Finalists: 
$150 Grants

SWR-AZ-334
Davis-Monthan Composite 

Squadron
NER-NY-022 Buffalo 
Composite Squadron

Click HERE
to View. 

Click HERE
to View. 

https://vimeo.com/847476778/617446f9f4
https://vimeo.com/847476778/617446f9f4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1yDK6Cnq2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1yDK6Cnq2M


MAR-NC-048 
Raleigh-Wake Composite Squadron

Pre-launch 
Video Winner:

$200 Grant

Click HERE
to View. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbBlBkm5wwY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbBlBkm5wwY


Science 
Experiment Reports 

With the experiment
research, results,
and relevance to 

future space exploration



$250 
Science 

Experiment 
Report 
Finalist: 

RMR-ID-015 
Nampa 

Composite 
Squadron



$250 
Science 

Experiment 
Report  
Finalist: 

NCR-MN-
116 Saint 

Cloud 
Composite 
Squadron



$350 Science Experiment Report  Winner: SER-FL-447 Clearwater Composite Squadron



Documentary Videos

Shares HAB Challenge info 
from beginning to end with 
plan if Kittinger Cup and 

cash prize was won



Documentary Video Finalists: $250 Grants

NER-MA-007
Goddard Cadet Squadron

Click HERE
to View. 

Click HERE
to View. 

SER-FL-293  
Patrick Composite Squadron

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDYvSR5ZB4U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDYvSR5ZB4U
https://vimeo.com/870134767
https://vimeo.com/870134767


Documentary 
Video Winner:

$350 Grant

MAR-VA-007 
William P. Knight 

Composite Squadron

Click HERE
to View. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VeK8QePsEb4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VeK8QePsEb4


And, now, for
the finalists for the 

2023 
Col Joe Kittinger Cup 

and 
$5,000 cash prize 

from the Kittinger Family…



Note:  If any 
Kittinger Cup

finalist or winner 
was also a finalist

in another category, 
the finalist or winner 

will only receive one grant; 
the highest amount prize.



The Kittinger Cup 
finalists with the 

highest cumulative 
scores are….



NCR-MO-127 
Trail of Tears Composite Squadron

Kittinger Cup   
3rd Place Winner

~$400 Grant



MAR-NC-048 
Raleigh-Wake Composite Squadron

Kittinger Cup    
2nd Place Winner

~$500 Grant



GLR-WI-183
Stevens Point Composite Squadron

Kittinger Cup & 
$5,000 Winner

Much Appreciation
to Mrs. Kittinger!



Kittinger Cup 
Winner’s 
Science 

Slide



Congratulations, 
GLR-WI-183!  

See their winning documentary 
video HERE.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L8E5VsGWhoc


With gratitude to the 
Air & Space Forces Association 

(AFA)
Aerospace Education Council 
for their generous support of 

the CAP squadron award grant 
funds. 

https://www.afa.org/


Tribute to
Col Joe Kittinger for his

inspiration and challenge to 
CAP’s cadets to learn more 

about space science.  CAP will 
be forever appreciative to him, 
and, to  Mrs. Joe Kittinger for 

keeping Col Joe’s dream alive. 

In Memoriam:
July 27, 1928- December 9, 2022 



“We’re at 103,000 feet…
As you look up, the sky looks 

beautiful, but hostile. 
As you sit here, you realize that 
Man will never conquer space. 
He will learn to live with it, but 

he will never conquer it.”

~Joseph Kittinger 



Thanks to all cadet teams for participating in the 2023 HAB 
Challenge.  Please join the program again in the future! 

See the entire 30-minute 
awards show video HERE. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PcTqgOLY7Q
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