2025 Civil Air Patrol National ACE Student of the Year #1:
PN Aarish Nizam, 6" Grade
Dr. Dixie Melillo Middle School, Houston, TX
Nominated by Teacher, STEM Coach Nicole Ram

Aarish Nizam is being recognized by his STEM coach who describes him as “a bright, motivated learner with a
strong passion for STEM, especially in aerospace, robotics, and engineering.”

From STEM Coach Nicole Ram:

As Aarish’s STEM coach, | am proud to nominate this exceptional student for the National ACE Student of the
Year award. He is a bright, motivated learner with a strong passion for STEM, especially in aerospace, robotics,
and engineering. His natural curiosity, academic dedication, and leadership skills make him highly deserving of
this recognition.

He participated in Civil Air Patrol’s ACE program during the 2024—2025 school year and earned an ACE certificate
of completion.

This year, he has been enrolled in the Robotics program at our school (August 2024—May 2025), where he has
been building valuable skills in teamwork, coding, and problem-solving. He thrives in group settings and has
enjoyed designing and programming robots alongside his teammates. His experience has strengthened his
interest in STEM and allowed him to demonstrate strong collaboration and communication skills.

He was also a key member of his school’s team for the Institute of Science Competitions” “Build the Moon
Challenge” in Spring 2025. His team won “Best in Show” at the middle school level and received a certificate of
achievement.

He is currently competing in the NESSP (Northwest Earth and Space Science Pathways) 2024-2025 Artemis
ROADS Il NASA National Student Challenge. Academically, he is enrolled in the school’s advanced-level math
course, consistently challenging himself and sharpening his analytical thinking. He is also an Honor Roll student
in both 5th and 6th grade, reflecting his commitment to excellence and a strong work ethic.

His passion for science was especially evident during the STEAM Fairs, where he represented our school at the
district level in both 5th and 6th grades. In 5th grade, he proudly won the 2" place ribbon and a trophy for the
Best Science Application in Arts, an achievement that further fueled his love for science. He enjoys asking
thoughtful questions, conducting experiments, and exploring new ideas independently or with peers.

What sets him apart is not just his academic excellence but his character. He is respectful, kind, and a team
player. He demonstrates humility, persistence, and creativity in everything he does. Whether working in a group,
like in Robotics or NASA challenges, or independently, like his STEAM Fair projects, he gives his best effort.

His drive, enthusiasm, and leadership qualities make him an outstanding candidate for the National ACE Student
of the Year Award. He is exactly the kind of student who will continue to make a positive impact on the world
through innovation and discovery.

To support this nomination, | am also attaching a few pictures of his achievements, his current report card, and
his 5th-grade STAAR scores. These documents provide further evidence of his outstanding academic
performance and commitment to excellence.



https://melillo.pasadenaisd.org/
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Dear Parent/Guardian, ong‘aiu
VALRN "2
CONGRATULATIONS to your child for being named a Melillo Campus STEAM Fair
winner! Your child has worked diligently on his/her project and will be representing the Melillo
Mustangs at the District STEAM Fair on March 27, 2025. Students will be taking a bus from
the pus to the Phillips Gy ium promptly at 8:30am on this day, so please make sure
students arrive early to school. We will arrive at Phillips Gym between 9:00-9:30am and
students will present their projects for judging at this time. The Phillips Gymnasium is located
at 2906 Dabney Dr., Pasadena, TX 77502.
All students must be present in order for the project to be judged at the district fair.
Students lrnay choose to make updates or improvements to their pmjga or to the tri-fold (' J T . = ! Build the Moon
presentation board before the day of the district fair. The STEAM project journals are an _l COMPETITION 2 HALLEN
essential part of the scoring process and will need to be complete before attending the district :s
fair. If you would like your online journal printed for you, please let us know. After all judging is
complete, students will return to the campus before the end of the school day but the projects
will remain at Phillips Gym for display. .
As part of the celebration of success, photographs of projects and students may be BE‘ St n S h OW AWdl’ d
taken and displayed during and/or after the ceremony. If you do not want your child's picture
taken or displayed, please send a note when the student returns the attached permission slip. IS AWARDED TO
All projects can be viewed from 5:00-5:45pm, followed by an Awards Ceremony at 6:00pm
the same evening. All projects must be removed from the facility after the ceremony; any m
projects that are left behind will be discarded. Adr | Sh N | Zd
Please complete the bottom portion of this page as well as the attached permission slip for excellence i the Build the Moon Challenge.
and return it to Ms, Ingersoll in room C-2 no later than February 21st. If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me.
Thank you,

Ms. Ingersoll &\\)TFAM Ot fni— [ .

STEAM Fair Lead Teacher e
kingersoll@pasadenaisd.orq e oshua Neubert Christopher Fisher
SCEBCE: TECHIOLIGH DUGHEERNG ¢ ACS - WIEMATCS C£O. Institute of Competition Sciences  Director. Bulld the Moon Challenge

studentName _AQr S$h Njzam D#: O 64 0 WRT: Maytine z

Please check 1 of the following boxes:
\JZ/My student will bring his/her own lunch on March 27, 2025 for the field trip.
O My student will buy a sack lunch from the cafeteria on March 27, 2025.

SCIENCES

CONGRATULATIONS, AARISH NIZAM,
ONE OF FOUR 2025 NATIONAL CAP ACE STUDENTS OF THE YEAR
OUT OF 117,476 ACE STUDENTS ACROSS THE NATION!!

Aerospace Connections In Education | Civil Air Patrol National Headquarters



https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/aerospace-education/programs/ace



