
 
2025 Civil Air Patrol National ACE Student of the Year #3: 
                       Ben Chilcote, 5th Grade 
Florida College Academy (FCA) , Temple Terrace, FL 

Nominated by Teacher, Amanda Fannin 
 

Ben Chilcote is being recognized by his 5th grade teacher, Amanda Fannin, who describes him as “a student 
who consistently demonstrates qualities of someone far beyond his years. His intellectual giftedness, leadership 
skills, and strong integrity set him apart from others and indicates the potential for success as a difference-
maker. He is steady and bubbling with enthusiasm for learning in and out of the classroom.”  
 
 

From teacher, Amanda Fannin: 
 
Ben Chilcote is a remarkable fifth-grade student who consistently demonstrates qualities of someone far beyond 
his years. His intellectual giftedness, leadership skills, and strong integrity set him apart from others and 
indicates the potential for success as a difference-maker. He is steady and bubbling with enthusiasm for learning 
in and out of the classroom.  
 
Ben’s academic abilities are on full display in math and science, where his curiosity and problem-solving skills 
lead to his success. He approaches challenges with excitement and perseverance and inspires his classmates to 
do the same. While many gifted students feel frustration when they encounter material that is challenging for 
them, Ben thrives and embraces difficulty with excitement. He has a passion for learning and discovering new 
things, never complacent or content with mediocrity. He participates in the bi-weekly math challenges from 
mathinaction.org and frequently goes beyond the required amount of work. He completes above-level math 
assignments and happily seeks out additional opportunities to gain experience. Math and science are not the 
only areas in which he excels; Ben receives excellent grades in all subject areas and scores far above-level on 
standardized testing.  
 
During STEM group projects, he assumes the role of leader -- confidently yet humbly. He treats everyone with 
kindness. Whether he is collaborating with classmates, or stepping up to help without being asked, Ben leads 
by example. During our ACE lessons, Ben listens attentively, asks thoughtful questions, and participates with 
enthusiasm. He frequently extends activities done in class by testing out new ideas. He thinks critically and does 
further investigation and research when questions arise. He embraces every opportunity to learn about the 
world of aerospace engineering as it encompasses many principles of physics and math that he finds interesting.  
 
What truly makes Ben special is his character. He upholds the core values of our school (reverence, respect, and 
responsibility) and the core values of the Civil Air Patrol. He serves the school by cleaning up at lunch, picking 
up equipment after recess, and leading songs and prayer in chapel. He shows the heart of a true servant leader.  
Ben has shown an interest in pursuing Civil Engineering as a career and has the potential to not only reach that 
goal, but also to push the field to new heights. His passion for learning, academic ability, and high moral 
character make him the perfect candidate for the National CAP ACE Student of the Year award. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://floridacollegeacademy.net/
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Dedicated and focused junior flight student of a high school aviation club student 
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“What truly makes Ben special is his character. He upholds the core values of our 
school (reverence, respect, and responsibility) and the core values of the Civil Air 

Patrol.”  
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS, BEN CHILCOTE,  
ONE OF FOUR 2025 NATIONAL CAP ACE STUDENTS OF THE YEAR 

OUT OF 117,476 ACE STUDENTS ACROSS THE NATION! 
 
 

 

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/aerospace-education/programs/ace



