
 
  2025 Civil Air Patrol National ACE Teacher of the Year:  
                  Edie Dorrell, 1st Grade Teacher 
          Florida College Academy, Temple Terrace, FL 

 

Edie Dorrell was nominated by ACE School Coordinator, Ms Jeri Martin, who expressed her pride in the way 
Mrs. Dorrell took the ACE lessons and incorporated them throughout the Florida College Academy curriculum 
and the school’s core values, while aligning them with Florida State Academic Standards.  Mrs. Dorrell went 
above and beyond the required number of ACE lessons to be taught and worked collaboratively with the 
principal, Mr. Copeland, the P.E. teacher, Mrs. Copeland, and Ms Martin, who each taught the first graders one 
lesson while Mrs. Dorrell taught the other nine lessons throughout the year.  Mrs. Dorrell is the type of ACE 
teacher envisioned when the program was created - a teacher who could integrate the ACE program into daily 
lessons and bring in guest instructors to add extra zest to the ACE program.   Well done, Mrs. Dorrell! 
 
Ms Jeri Martin’s Nomination for Mrs. Dorrell: 
As a first-grade teacher, Mrs. Dorrell believes that even our youngest learners can begin to dream big, and the 
Civil Air Patrol's ACE Program has been the perfect way to help them do just that. This year, with the support of 
her school administration, she successfully implemented 12 ACE lessons, each one sparking curiosity, 
excitement, and meaningful learning in her classroom. 
 
One of the most powerful aspects of the ACE Program is its focus on character education, which she has 
thoughtfully connected to her school's core values of Respect, Responsibility, and Reverence. These shared 
principles have helped her students not only understand the content, but also grow as thoughtful, kind, and 
engaged citizens. For example, when exploring boomerangs, students not only learned the how and why behind 
boomerangs, but Mrs. Dorrell tied the lesson into their core value of responsibility. The class talked about how 
we are responsible for our own words and actions, and how showing kindness and respect often brings 
positivity. It was a powerful, memorable way to connect aerospace physics with empathy and emotional 
intelligence. 
 
Mrs. Dorrell also worked diligently to make sure that each ACE lesson was aligned with Florida's Science and 
Social Studies standards, allowing for strong academic integration while maintaining a sense of wonder and 
exploration. At the conclusion of the first-grade science unit on the Sun and Stars, she connected an ACE lesson 
on constellations. She connected the ACE lesson "Map It" to a Social Studies lesson on Map Skills. After a Social 
Studies lesson on Needs and Wants, she took the opportunity to teach an ACE Physical Fitness lesson on 
"Anytime vs. Sometimes Snacks." 
 
Mrs. Dorrell also used different holidays to connect ACE lessons, as well. For Aviation Day, students built and 
tested balsa wood airplanes, learning basic principles of flight through hands-on experimentation. They tracked 
and recorded data just as scientists would. The students demonstrated perseverance, teamwork, and curiosity, 
which are all key traits she encourages through both ACE and her school's values. In celebration of Earth Day, 
she used ACE lessons to talk about respecting our planet and our responsibility to care for it. These discussions 
helped her first graders begin to see their role in protecting the environment and making a positive difference 
in the world. 
 
Beyond her work in the primary grades, she also helps coach the High 
School Odyssey of the Mind Structure Team, which is heading to 
World Finals for the third year in a row. This work allows her to 
continue supporting creativity, engineering, and collaborative 
problem-solving with older students, as well.  

CONGRATULATIONS, 
EDIE DORRELL,  

2025 CAP NATIONAL ACE 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR! 

 

https://floridacollegeacademy.net/
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