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2025 National —5.,' Award Winners

CAP’s K-6'" grade Aerospace Connections in Education (ACE) program began in 2007 as the Jr Cadet program.
In 2008, the program name was changed to ACE and the sixth-grade curriculum began being used in grades
6-8. Since the program’s inception, almost 777,000 students have been impacted. During the 2024-2025 AY
alone, 117,476 K-8'" grade students were involved. Each year, those who are nominated for their stellar ACE
work are considered for awards. Awards are included for the ACE Plus Adopt program as a component of the
ACE program which connects CAP squadrons as mentors for grades 5-8. The names found below are the
award winners for 2025. Each award recipient will receive an award plaque and a grant award courtesy of
the program sponsor, the Air & Space Forces Association Education Council.

Click on each blue award, below, for each winner’s story!

National ACE School of the Year: Florida College Academy
National ACE Coordinator of the Year: FCA’s Science and ACE Program Coordinator, Ms Jeri Martin
~ Principal, Mr. Rusty Copeland, Temple Terrace, Florida
Site of the 2025-2026 National ACE Liftoff Event in October 2025!

National ACE STEM Specialist of the Year: Jennifer Stout
Beehive Science & Technology Academy, Sandy, UT

National ACE Teacher of the Year: Edie Dorrell, First Grade Teacher
Florida College Academy, Temple Terrace, FL

FOUR National ACE Students of the Year:
1- Aarish Nizam, 6™ Grade
Dr. Dixie Melillo Middle School, Houston, TX ~ Nicole Ram, Teacher

2- Shamani Jenkins, 6™ Grade
W.A. Perry Middle School, Columbus, SC ~ Karen Ogen, Administrator & Ebony Lampkin, Teacher

3- Ben Chilcote, 5" Grade
Florida College Academy, Temple Terrace, FL ¥~ Amanda Fannin, Teacher

4- Rosario Alvarado, 6™ Grade
Ormond Beach Middle School, Ormond Beach, FL ~ Frances Davis, Teacher

National ACE Plus Adopt Collaborative Squadron and School Team of the Year:
GLR-IN-069 Col James Kasler Senior Squadron &
Custer Baker Intermediate School Teachers, Bria Kirkham and Becky Skeel, Franklin, IN



https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/aerospace-education/programs/ace
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/aerospace-education/programs/ace/adopt
https://www.afa.org/education
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/media/cms/20242025_National_ACE_Award_Winners_School_and_Coordinator_e332f56a6bb54.pdf
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/media/cms/20242025_National_ACE_Award_Winner__STEM_Specialist_e9bdb9faa059c.pdf
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/media/cms/20242025_National_ACE_Award_Winner__Teacher_of_the_Year_7199ae738cff8.pdf
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/media/cms/20242025_National_ACE_Award_Winner_Student_1__Nazam_6a5c54c894643.pdf
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/media/cms/20242025_National_ACE_Award_Winner_Student_2__Jenkins_9b7a64fffb857.pdf
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/media/cms/20242025_National_ACE_Award_Winner_Student_3_Chilcote_a60c141a33e5e.pdf
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/media/cms/20242025_National_ACE_Award_Winner_Student_4_Alvarado_599266efb1e5b.pdf
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/media/cms/20242025_National_ACE_and_ACE_PLus_Award_Winners_66f456da4046b.pdf

2025 Civil Air Patrol National ACE School Awardee:
CIVIL AIR PATROL Florida College Academv (FCA)
Temple Terrace, FL Principal, Mr. Rusty Copeland

FCA’s Science Curriculum Specialist and ACE School Coordinator
is also the
2025 National ACE School Coordinator of the Year:
Ms Jeri Martin

,'-lorida College Academy (FCA) is a K-12 school. This year, for the school’s first year as an ACE school, all
students in grades K-8 participated in the ACE program. Each K-6th grade teacher served as an ACE teacher,
while the school’s ACE Coordinator, Ms. Jeri Martin, delivered the ACE lessons to the 7th and 8th grade
students. Under the exceptional leadership of Ms. Martin, who also serves as the school’s Science
Curriculum Coordinator, several other school members were involved in the ACE program instruction: the
principal; assistant principal; library, music, art, and P.E. specialists, and the high school aviation instructor.
Additionally, high school students were involved in supporting ACE teachers and students in a variety of
meaningful ways, as outlined below.

The following FCA’s School of the Year nomination submission from Ms Martin provides a delightful glimpse
into the thematic approach this school focused on the ACE program this year. They went “all in” to be a
stellar ACE school, all coordinated by Ms Martin, who is well deserving of the ACE Coordinator award:

Florida College Academy (FCA) had an uplifting year with a CAP-related theme, “Falcon's Take Flight.”
Administration, faculty, staff, students, and parents were instrumental in promoting aviation experiences in
association with the integration of the CAP ACE program. Enthusiasm has filled the school with students
working on lessons/activities featuring the ACE mascot, CAPPY, in their classrooms, in the library, in art & music
rooms, on the athletic fields, and on the basketball courts, as well on field trips to other locations.



https://floridacollegeacademy.net/

As you will see, FCA immersed the entire school in aviation exploration and

experiences, good character programs, patriotic events, and physical fitness . ; Scaled Solar
experiences to enhance the basic ACE program for grades K-8. All grade levels S ~ System
conducted ACE lessons featuring CAPPY the mascot as seen in the Scaled Solar ; :
System outdoor lesson.

We began our CAP ACE "kickoff" on Monday, 19 August (National Aviation
Day). Stuffed falcons arrived from “Stuffed Animal Flight School” at the
Florida Air Museum with the assistance of school mascot "Freddy Falcon.”
Each class received their own stuffed flying falcon. During this "kick-off,”
students were informed about quarterly awards that would be given for
stellar ACE participation. Grades K-2 would be working toward the Buzz
Lightyear award and grades 3 -5 would be working toward the
Snoopy/Shining Star award. Each quarter, a class, teacher, and student
would be selected from grades K-2 and 3-5 to be honored with these
awards. Middle school students would be working toward "House"
points. At right is Principal Copeland as he recognizes top ACE students.—>

On 11 September, some of our young ladies participated in the Women in
Aviation International (WAI) Girls in Aviation Day at the Florida Air
Museum. They had the opportunity to speak with female NOAA pilots,
tour the museum, and participate in various aviation activities. On 24
September, students had the opportunity to hear from Mr. Ralph Walker
as he spoke on patriotism, as well as flag respect and etiquette.

Our school year was then interrupted by two hurricanes that affected the Tampa Bay area. Hurricane Helene
made landfall on 26 September and Hurricane Milton followed on 9 October. Though many were affected by
these storms, our students and their families' true character shone brightly as they assisted others in their
time of need. Many spent countless hours gutting flooded homes, cutting up fallen trees, picking up trash,
checking on one another, and offering help wherever needed. A true ACE spirit permeated the school and
community.

Once we were able to return to a normal school schedule we participated
in Red Ribbon Week at the end of October. Our theme was “Fly Away from
Drugs and Bullying.” A few days later during our fall festival, high school
aviation students and a parent of a student (a commercial airline pilot)
provided simulator flight time for students, parents, and community
members attending the festival using a CAP Flight Simulator STEM Kit.




In November, we honored our Veterans with a school-wide Veteran's Day program. To demonstrate honor to
our U.S. Flag and country, we observed the Presentation of the Colors, said the Pledge of Allegiance to our
Flag, and sang the national anthem and other patriotic songs. We were then honored to have Retired Marine
Corps Major General James S. Hartsell as our guest speaker. General Hartsell served with honor in the U.S.
Marine Corps for 37 years of Active and Reserve duty.

Also, during November, our 11th grade students took their class trip to the Cincinnati area. They carried with
them three stuffed “Flying Falcons” that had been given to elementary classes. The students photographically
documented the “falcons” during various parts of the trip, especially the flights to show the younger students
what to expect when they fly. The younger students were especially excited to hear about the adventures of
their falcons!

In January, Eric Crump, Education Director from the Aerospace Center for Excellence (ACE) at the Florida Air
Museum, conducted a virtual “Stuffed Animal Flight School Orientation” with the K-5!" grade ACE students.
Students were instructed to share the flight school expectations they learned with their personal stuffed
animals they would be sending to flight school. After attending flight school, the stuffed animals returned to
their owners with wings for themselves and the students, as well as a logbook and Stuffed Animal Pilot
certificate. We had over 180 stuffed animals attend flight school at the museum.

- The evening of the virtual student orientation, a parent sent a video of her young daughter who had
taken an average-sized box, cut off the front flaps, attached the front flaps to the sides to make wings,
and drew a control panel inside her “airplane.” She carefully put her stuffed animal that was going to
flight school inside the plane. Then she ran around the yard giving her stuffed animal the feel of flying.
She wanted to make sure her stuffed animal would not be afraid when it attended flight school.

One of our high school aviation students who is taking flight lessons is mentoring other students, again using
the CAP Flight Simulator STEM Kit. He has also taken one of the stuffed falcons with him on some of his flights
and has documented this for the students.

While all these activities were taking place, the K-8 ACE teachers were
instructing ACE lessons. Supplemental ACE instructors were K. Copeland
(PE), R. Copeland (Principal), C. Garth (Art), J. Hastings (PE), J. Johnson
(Music), B. Manaugh (Assistant Principal), and J. Martin (K-12 Science
Curriculum & CAP ACE Coordinator). Even S. Nunley (Library/Media
Specialist) read stories, such as Mercedes and the Chocolate Pilot,

and provided aviation/aerospace books for students to easily

locate while P. Miles (HS Aviation Instructor) provided
opportunities for his aviation students to assist ACE students.

The number of lessons completed per grade level demonstrates the school’s commitment to the ACE program:
K - Mrs. Brailey — 7 (K. Copeland — 1, J. Johnson — 1, J. Martin — 1) Total = 10

1st — Mrs. Dorrell — 9 (K. Copeland — 1, R. Copeland — 1, J. Martin — 1) Total =12

2nd — Mrs. Gorick — 7 (K. Copeland — 1, B. Manaugh — 1, J. Martin —1) Total = 10

3rd — Mrs. Greenlee — 6 (K. Copeland — 1, R. Copeland — 1, J. Martin — 2) Total = 10

4th — Mrs. McCloskey — 6 (K. Copeland — 1, B. Manaugh — 1, J. Martin — 2) Total = 10

5th — Mrs. Fannin — 7 (K. Copeland — 1, R. Copeland — 1, J. Martin — 1) Total = 10

6th — Mrs. Bell — 5 (K. Copeland/J. Hastings — 1, R. Copeland — 1, J. Martin — 4) Total = 10

7th — Miss Martin — 8 (R. Copeland — 1, J. Hastings — 1) Total = 10

8th — Miss Martin — 8 (R. Copeland — 1, J. Hastings — 1) Total = 10

® A total of 8 extra instructors assisted the classroom teachers and Science Curriculum/ACE coordinator!




We also had CAP squadron member assistance from a Florida College student, CAP 1st Lt Bailey Gann from the
Texas Wing, who assisted with a student field trip to the Florida Air Museum. Lt Gann also met several times
with J. Martin and P. Miles to discuss information on how to start a CAP squadron at FCA/FCA Prep.

We were fortunate to have high school students who
helped prepare CAP ACE materials for teachers to use
with their students. Additionally, as the high school
aviation club is beginning an airplane build project
(to build a Zenith CH650B aircraft), they have invited
middle school ACE students to observe and help with
the rudder build. Excellent ACE program mentoring!

With all that we have accomplished through this aviation-woven school year,

our story has not ended for this school year (at the time of this writing). After

the submission of this nomination is due, on 25 April our 5th grade students

will be visiting the Florida Air Museum (our 6% grade students have already

had their field trip there) and during the 28 April — 2 May, we will celebrate

aviation week in middle school ACE classes while high school aviation students

will be touring Piper Aircraft and Tampa International Airport. Our

culminating CAP ACE event will be a Music Program and student art display on

Friday, 9 May. Music Teacher, J. Johnson; Art Teacher, C. Garth, and Science Curriculum/CAP ACE coordinator,
J. Martin. are planning this event for grades K-8. This program will also be supported by Florida College staff
and FCA Parents. Students will perform songs and music related to ACE lessons learned this year and art
projects will be displayed for guests to view.

One final note — due to the hurricanes in the fall of 2024 some of our guest speakers were not able to visit with
us this year as rescheduling did not fit with their schedules. Although this does not pertain to this year’s award
information, it is important to note that IF we could have had these speakers back, we would have. (Those we
were honored in past years to have had were: Astronaut Winston Scott; Amanda Holley — Channel 8
Meteorologist; U. S. Army Sgt. 1st Class Steven Travers — NCO in Charge of the Special Operations Command-
Para Commandos; and Dr. Drew Barrett — local balloonist.)

It is with great pride that | submit this nomination for the 2025 National School of the Year for Florida College
Academy! We feel our entire FCA family has embodied the theme “Falcons Take Flight” using the CAP
Aerospace Connections in Education (ACE) program.

~Jeri Martin FCA Science Curriculum & ACE Coordinator




Ms Martin submitted a full slide deck of

lively photos of the ACE events for each & )
grade level during the school year, which

can be viewed by clicking on the FCA

Flying Falcons photo. 2> > 2>

CAP sincerely applauds and appreciates the soaring year-long thematic ACE program school
led by principal, Rusty Copeland, and supported by his dedicated students and staff, all
inspired under the leadership of the stellar Science Curriculum and ACE Coordinator of the
Year, Jeri Martin! We are pleased to announce that FCA will host the 2025-2026 National
ACE Liftoff event in Temple Trace, Florida, October 2025!

CONGRATULATIONS, 2025 CIVIL AIR PATROL
NATIONAL ACE SCHOOL OF THE YEAR,
FLORIDA COLLEGE ACADEMY, AND
NATIONAL ACE COORDINATOR OF THE YEAR,
JERI MARTIN!

From Jeri Martin, Florida College Academy Science
Curriculum and ACE program coordinator:

“With deep appreciation, Florida College Academy
graciously accepts the honor of hosting the 2025-2026
National ACE Liftoff event. Our entire school is very excited

at the possibilities for this event! What a privilege to be

asked to help represent such an exemplary national
program that helps prepare young people with academic
knowledge, as well as the good character and physical fitness

mindsets needed to be successful in future STEM careers.”

Aerospace Connections In Education | Civil Air Patrol National Headquarters
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