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2025 National ACE Plus Collaborative Program Award:

A stellar Squadron-Classroom Adoption Program with a
CAP senior member squadron at the helm...

Congratulations to:
GLR-IN-069 Col James H. Kasler Sepipr Squadron and
Custer Baker Intermedisdte School
Teachers BfiaXjrkham gnd chky Skeel

The ACE Plus program’s efficacy is being realized /

in all this collaborative team is doing. The efforts
to work together, to promote the program to
others, and to provide students with information
about opportunities to help them soar in life is
impressive and commendable! These partners’
teamwork is applauded!!!

Franklin, Indiana



https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/aerospace-education/programs/ace/adopt
https://franklinschools.org/custer-baker-intermediate-school

GLR-IN-069 Col James H. Kasler Senior Squadron
Maj. Renee-Ann Pikulik, Squadron Commander
Lt .Col. Danny McDaniel, Squadron AEO &
Indiana Wing Internal Director of AE
and the rest of the squadron’s 5-person ACE Plus support team
(as well as the 4 adults & 5 cadets of the Bakalar Composite Squadron)
working with
Custer Baker Intermediate School
Brianna Kirkham and Rebecca Skeel, 6" Grade Teachers
Franklin, Indiana

CIVIL AIR PATROL

G)I James H. Kasler Senior Squadron and Custer Baker Intermediate School teamed up for the second year
to conduct the ACE Plus program. Thus, this award is for commitment to the “above and beyond” efforts of
a Senior Squadron to reach out and provide aerospace experiences, mentorship, and airport trips with
activities for two consecutive years.

Teachers Brianna Kirkham and Rebecca Skeel were excited about their school starting to work with the Kasler
Senior Squadron last year, as depicted on the school’s YouTube channel with the video: Tell Me Something
Good - YouTube.

For this award nomination, the squadron commander, Maj. Renee-Ann Pikulik, submitted a thorough report
of the squadron’s work with Kirkham during the 2024-2025 academic year, coordinated by squadron AEO, Lt.
Col. Danny McDaniel:

The collaboration between Custer Baker Intermediate School’s 6" grade teachers, Ms Brianna Kirkham and Ms
Becky Skeel, and the Col. James H. Kasler Senior Squadron actually began during the 2023-2024 school year.
Due to the overwhelming excitement between the students and CAP members, the relationship continued to
grow during the 2024-2025 school year. A similar schedule from this academic year was completed with Custer
during the 2023-2024 school year and included 57 students, plus helpers. During the 2024-2025 school year, 65
students were involved in all presentations. The only difference in the two years was the airport which was
toured and the three senior cadets who assisted in the 2023-2024 activities. The three cadets were not available
due to college commitments this year. But, we did have other cadets (and adults) from the Bakalar Composite
Squadron join us this year. They, along with several other Kasler squadron members made this year memorable!

On 26 September 2024, 6 Civil Air Patrol members visited Custer Baker Intermediate School and shared a short
video about the CAP program. Using a remote-controlled airplane, one of our CAP pilots showed the students
the different parts of the airplane and explained how they worked. The squadron members discussed the
importance of teamwork, giving examples. Using AEX Il, Activity Six: Teamwork in Aerospace, the students were
guided in forming small groups to implement teamwork skills to build paper airplanes and test them for flight.

On 19 December 2024, 4 members of the Kasler squadron introduced the students to the basic concepts of
rocketry. With the help of the CAP senior members, the students were able to build their own Goddard rocket
and had an opportunity to test fire the rockets a few times during the class.



https://franklinschools.org/custer-baker-intermediate-school
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/aerospace-education/programs/ace/adopt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_X0Ef0rwV4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_X0Ef0rwV4
https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/media/cms/CAP_AEX_II_Activity_Six__Teamwork_in_Space_35fca5f885314.pdf

On 27 March 2025, 4 senior members of the Kasler Squadron gave the students an opportunity to have hands-
on experience with the Real Flight simulator, see how a drone works, look through a telescope, and identify a
distant object through the lens. Additionally, the students had fun learning the phonetic alphabet and sending
coded@ messages to their classmates using the alphabet.

On 15 May 2025, several members from the Kasler Senior Squadron invited both senior and cadet members
from the Bakalar Composite Squadron to join the students for a special field trip to the Columbus Municipal
Airport (BAK) for a tour of the facility and watch their teacher, Bria Kirkham, embark upon her Teacher
Orientation Program (TOP) flight. Following the tour and TOP flight, the Kasler Squadron presented each of the
students with a certificate of completion with recognition of a job well done.

It should be noted that each time CAP visited Custer Baker Intermediate School there were always students
from the previous year that recognized us and waved and said hello!
~ Proudly submitted by Maj Renee-Ann Pikulik, Kasler Senior Squadron Commander

Photos provided with the nomination to further depict the collaborative spirit of the squadron and school.

TOP Flights:

Custer Baker Intermediate sixth grade teacher, Bria Kirkham, took her Teacher Orientation Program (TOP) flights
with CAP pilots, Lt Col Tony Cox (beginning of last academic year —top) and Capt Dan Koiro (ending this academic
year —bottom). A TOP flight started the program last year with Lt Col Tony Cox going to the classroom to speak
to the students after the flight and ended the program this year with the field trip to the Columbus Municipal
Airport (BAK) with the rest of the squadron team and Bakalar Composite Squadron adults and cadets.

o (

Teacher, Bria Kirkham, with Lt Col Tony Cox during fall TOP flight over school and back at classroom with students (top)
and Capt Dan Koiro with Bria Kirkham at 2024-2025 end-of-year airport day TOP flight (bottom)




2024-2025 Classroom Schedule:

It was quite evident that the Kasler Sr Squadron took focused time to plan, coordinate, and implement a full
year of collaborative events with Custer Baker Intermediate School. Although the Sr squadron did not have
cadets in the squadron to bring to the school, the team shared much information about the CAP cadet program
and then invited cadets (and adults) from the nearby Bakalar Composite Squadron to meet the students during
their airport trip. It is hoped that some of the students will attend the Bakalar squadron’s next open house
meeting and ultimately join as a CAP cadet.

CBIS 6™ Grade AEM ACE 2024 - 2025

26 Sept 2024

Intro and Video (5 min)

Remote Controlled Airplane (10 min)

AEX |l Activity Book No. 6 - Teamwork in Aerospace (30 min)
CAP Paper Airplane (20 min)

19 Dec 2024

Intro to Rocketry (10 min)

Build Goddard Rockets (20 min)
Test Fire Goddard Rockets (15 min)
Tire Pump Rocket (20 min)

27 Mar 2025 (Rotation)
Real Flight (22 min)

Drones (22 min) Classroom foam rocket build and fly in
Telescope (22 min) preparation for spring airport trip to fly outdoors
and

15 May 2025 Lt. Col. Danny McDaniels worked with students

CBIS ACE. Airport Tour and pump rockets (below)
Break into 4 groups

Flight Simulator
Goddard Rocket
Tire Pump Rocket
Aircrafit
Certificates -

Lunch




Lt. Col. Dave Lively (below) helped students with the RC
airplane flight simulator STEM Kit where the students with
the longest flight time were recognized
by Lt. Col. Danny McDaniel (right):

(top right) Top Female Flyer: 10 minutes
(bottom right) Top Male Flyer: 9 minutes 37 seconds

Kasler Sr Squadron and Bakalar Composite Squadron joined hands to make the end-of-year airport tour at the
Columbus Municipal Airport (BAK) a fun and educational experience for the students.
Adult and cadet members greeted the 65 students and teachers as they arrived by buses at the airport.




Kasler Sr Squadron members, CMSgt James

Coe, Maj Renee-Ann Pikulik, Capt Dan Koiro,
and Capt Steve Corbin worked with students
to learn about the trajectory of foam rockets

Kasler Sr Squadron members, SM Cindy Meier
distributed phonetic alphabet activity sheets
to students while Lt. Col. Tony Cox provided
airport terminal information to Ms Kirkham
and students




Kasler Sr Squadron commander Maj. Renee-Ann Pikulik gave airport information to students and then helped
other squadron members present the ACE Plus end-of-year completion certificates to teacher Becky Skeel and
students while teacher Bria Kirkham was completing her TOP flight with pilot, Capt Dan Korio

Kasler Sr Squadron and Bakalar Composite Squadron members with 65 Custer Baker students and teaches, Bria
Kirkham and Becky Steel, in group photo at the Columbus Municipal Airport (BAK) as the year-end culmination




It is with great appreciation and pride that the
National CAP ACE Plus Collaborative award is presented to the
Kasler Senior Squadron team members who worked with Custer
Baker Intermediate School teachers,

Brianna Kirkham and Rebecca Skeel!

Congratulations on a job WELL DONE, Kasler Sr Squadron, for the 2" year
completing ACE Plus lessons and activities, including additional lessons and use of
CAP R/C Flight Simulator STEM Kit, and coordinating teacher TOP flights and
airport trips for the students to meet and interact with Bakalar Composite
Squadron cadets and receive ACE Plus completion certificates.

CAP ACE Plus "Adopt" Program | Civil Air Patrol National Headquarters



https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/aerospace-education/programs/ace/adopt



