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2026 AIRCRAFT SAFETY FOCUS AREAS 

Based on FY25 Safety Program Annual Review 

Civil Air Patrol’s FY25 aircraft safety data revealed several recurring themes across 
powered-aircraft operations. The 2026 focus areas target the highest-risk and 
highest-frequency contributors to aircraft Safety Occurrence Reports (SSOs), with emphasis 
on human factors, system awareness, and operational discipline. 

2026 Focus Areas 

1. Electrical & Avionics Anomalies

FY25 saw a rise in alternator/voltage issues, circuit breaker trips, autopilot disconnects, and 
abnormal annunciator behavior. Many events required precautionary landings and increased 
pilot workload. 

Key Drivers: 
• Electrical system instability
• Sensor/indicator anomalies
• Delayed recognition of abnormal indications
• Over-reliance on EFB/automation
• Aircraft-specific connectivity differences

2. Ground Handling & Ramp Operations

Ground-handling events increased, including hangar rash, wingtip/door contacts, prop/spinner 
nicks, and towing errors. 

Key Drivers: 
• Rushed aircraft movement
• Lack of spotters
• Tight hangar spaces and clutter
• Inadequate clearance markings
• Improper tug use



 

3. Equipment Difficulty / Mechanical Reliability 

Equipment Difficulty was one of the largest contributing factor categories in FY25. 

Key Drivers: 
• Powerplant anomalies 
• Electrical system faults 
• Avionics malfunctions 
• Incomplete preflight/postflight inspections 
• Under-reporting of discrepancies 

 

4. Decision-Making, CRM & TEM 

Human factors remain a major driver of aircraft SSOs. FY25 narratives showed missed cues, 
delayed go-arounds, and weak cockpit communication. 

Key Drivers: 
• Unstable approaches 
• Crosswind misjudgment 
• Instructor hesitation 
• Over-reliance on automation/EFB 
• Failure to identify threats (TEM) 

 

5. Tire, Tail Strike & Nose Gear Events 

Although reduced from FY24, these events remain high-risk and technique-sensitive. 

Key Drivers: 
• Over-rotation 
• Improper braking 
• Landing on nose gear first 
• Crosswind misalignment 
• Attempting to salvage porpoising 

 

6. ForeFlight / EFB Proficiency & Limitations 

FY25 narratives highlighted inconsistent EFB proficiency and misunderstanding of 
aircraft-specific connectivity. 

Key Drivers: 
• Over-reliance on EFB 
• Troubleshooting while taxiing 
• Inconsistent ADS-B traffic/weather availability 
• EFB fixation 
• Weak manual navigation proficiency 



 

2026 Safety Themes 

• Strengthen system awareness 
• Improve CRM/TEM and cockpit communication 
• Reduce preventable ground and flight events 
• Reinforce airworthiness and reporting discipline 
• Build EFB proficiency and fallback capability 
• Emphasize stabilized approaches and early go-arounds 
• Improve preflight/postflight thoroughness 

 

2026 Goal 

A safer, more predictable, more resilient fleet through disciplined operations, strong human 
factors, and proactive system awareness. 


