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AFA’s CAP AEROSPACE  EDUCATION CADET OF THE YEAR AWARD 
 
This award recognizes the outstanding education contributions of a CAP cadet who possesses 
a strong interest and commitment to aerospace education and activities.  These contributions 
should include both CAP activities and community involvement. 

Nominee (Cadet’s First Name, Initial, Last Name) CAP Grade CAPID # 
                  
Charter # Duty Position 
            
Best Contact Phone # E-mail Address 
            
Home Address (Street, City, State, Zip Code) 
      

Justification (Can be up to three additional pages long and photos are encouraged.)  
       

Nominated By (First Name, Initial, Last Name)  CAP Grade CAPID # 
                  
Charter # Duty Position 
            
Best Contact Phone # E-mail Address 
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Left:  Yearbook Page from Veritas Enrichment 
Homeschool Co-op covering Cadet Fletcher’s 
Rocketry Class Branson, MO - Spring 2021 (Cadet 
Fletcher is at left in middle photo on bottom row) 

 
Below: Cadet Lt Col Taran Fletcher in uniform 
and teaching his class at Veritas Enrichment in 
Branson, MO: 
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	AFA AE Award Photos for CAPF 50-4 Fletcher

	Nominee Cadets First Name Initial Last Name: Taran D. Fletcher
	CAP Grade: C/LT COL
	CAPID: 
	Charter: NCR-MO-147
	Duty Position: Cadet Deputy Commander, MOWG Region CAC Representative
	Best Contact Phone: 
	Email Address:                                                                                  Lampe, MO
	Home Address Street City State Zip Code: NOTE: All personal information has been removed for this website posting. 
Info, below, was current as of early January 2022 when the nomination was submitted. 
	Justification page 1: Please consider Cadet Lt Col Taran Fletcher for the AFA Civil Air Patrol Aerospace Education Cadet of the Year Award. Fletcher, a 6-year CAP member who served as NCR-MO-147's Cadet Commander until April 2021 and is the current Cadet Deputy Commander and Region CAC representative, helps teach Aerospace Education in the squadron, wing, and community. He has assisted with and taught classes in rocketry, robotics, and MARC at the Hollister Schools after-school STEM program, Forsyth summer school, and in local youth clubs and homeschool co-ops. He has his RC solo wings from the Model Aircraft Remote Control (MARC) NCSA and has demonstrated RC planes to local students, as well as cadets and seniors in Squadron 147. 

In addition to participation in internal and external AE/STEM kit programs, Cadet Fletcher is active in all CAP missions. He is qualified in the following: Ground Team Member (GTM)2, Urban Direction Finding (UDF), Mission Radio Operator (MRO), and Flight Line Marshaller (FLM) - and is working on GTM1, Mission Staff Assistant (MSA), Ground Team Leader (GTL) and aircrew ratings. During the fall of 2021, Fletcher assisted with a drone class at Veritas Enrichment Homeschool Co-op in Branson, MO, and is interested in becoming a CAP drone observer and pilot. 

Fletcher has completed five powered o-rides in CAP aircraft and an o-ride in a glider. He applied to and was accepted to the SER National Flight Academy-Glider in Tullahoma, TN, in July 2019. He completed his pre-solo ground school test and logged five flights but was unable to complete his solo due to weather from a tropical system. However, he was nominated by his instructor, a recent Air Force Academy graduate, for a national scholarship. His instructor (Ben Jakeman) said “while you may not see it yet, your

    

	Nominated By First Name Initial Last Name: Lanna K Fletcher
	CAP Grade_2: Lt Col
	CAPID_2: 
	Charter_2: NCR-MO-147
	Duty Position_2: MOWG Director of Aerospace Education
	Best Contact Phone_2: 
	Email Address_2: 
	Justification Additional Page 1: discipline and studying are exactly what it takes to solo and get your license in record time. Your maturity and air mindedness rival some of the cadets I flew with at the Academy.”  

More recently, C/Lt Col Fletcher completed the 2021 Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training Familiarization Course (SUPTFC) NCSA at Columbus Air Force Base, MS, where he earned wings and the“Heart and Soul” Award for effort and attitude.
     
Cadet Fletcher has demonstrated STEM kits at various events including career days, scout meetings, air shows, and fly-ins. He staffed encampment in the summer of 2021 and has received completion certificates for the Aerospace Excellence Award in 2016-2021. He has completed the Model Rocketry Program, and, prior to Covid closures, frequently assisted at the MOWG Aerospace STEM Academies. He is currently working to build an advanced (high power) rocket. During the summer of 2021, he worked with other MO-147 cadets to complete the first CAP national high altitude balloon challenge. He has participated in CyberPatriot for five years, serving as team captain, and has led MO-147 to place first and second in the state silver all-service division. He has both the STEM and Cyber Badges. Cadet Fletcher attended the Cyber Defense Training Academy NCSA at Lackland AFB, Texas, in 2019, where he received a Graduation Exercise Top Performer Award, and the Virtual Advanced Cyber Academy NCSA in July 2020. Cadet Fletcher showed resilience as he continued to help with a MOWG virtual STEM Academy on Rocketry in the spring of 2020 and a virtual AE careers panel that was opened to North Central Region cadets in the spring of 2021.
     
***After assisting with classes for two years, Cadet Lt Col Fletcher was invited by Veritas Enrichment Homeschool Co-op leaders in Branson, MO, to teach a weekly rocketry and Model Aircraft class to 13-15 year olds during the 2021 Spring Semester. This class included building and launching beginner and skill-level one rockets, as well as covering the history and science of rocketry and rocket pioneers. Fletcher also taught basic flight principles and demonstrated model aircraft including the Calypso and Mini Apprentice RC airplanes. Students in his class were able to build Balsa gliders and try flight skills on flight simulators. Through his efforts and classes, Cadet Fletcher has fostered an interest in aviation and aerospace in many of his peers and has recruited multiple cadets to CAP.

Cadet Fletcher received a MOWG flight endowment and was awarded a slot in a solo academy instructed by a CFI at MO-147 in October 2021. He completed a pre-solo ground school course and soloed a CAP G-1000 Cessna 172 on November 30, 2021. Fletcher  hopes to receive the Cadet Wings scholarship to continue work toward his private pilot certificate. Cadet Fletcher currently holds an FAA Student Pilot Certificate and Medical. He plans to apply to attend glider academy again in 2022, where he hopes to solo a glider. 

Outside of CAP, Cadet Fletcher has a 4.0 GPA, has been employed in professional theater for five years, and is an Eagle Scout. In the future, he hopes to be commissioned as an Air Force officer and work in Cyber Security or attend pilot training. His dream is to fly the F-22. 
 
	Justification Additional Page 2: 
* Note from Program Director at Veritas Enrichment where Cadet Fletcher volunteered:

To Whom It May Concern,

In regards to Taran Fletcher, for recognition of his achievements:  In November of 2020, I had asked Taran if he could teach Rocketry as a class option to our homeschool co-op, Veritas Enrichment, that meets weekly on Fridays. He agreed and began planning lessons and projects. In the Spring Semester of 2021, Taran taught a 14 week, Rocketry class to a group of 15 students, ages 11-16 years old. He was the lead teacher of the class. He planned and presented lesson plans, videos, and rocketry projects for students to complete. Taran took his teaching position seriously. He wanted to offer a fun learning atmosphere but also teach important concepts and allow the students to learn. He was not absent to teach any of his days. He fulfilled all we asked of him concerning cleaning up his area when he was done, gathering needed supplies, and staying in contact with Leadership for additional needs. Teaching a class of peers presented unforeseen challenges. Navigating the line between being a peer and being the instructor in charge, was a learning experience for Taran. He handled it well and was mentored by Leadership on how to walk through issues as they arise with students. Taran did a wonderful job teaching and he is a joy and blessing to Veritas Enrichment Inc. 
     
Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance.

--
Katrina Cramer 
Veritas Enrichment Inc.    

Photos of Cadet Fletcher with Veritas Enrichment students follow. 







