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Military Academy: Air Force Academy 
Introduction 

The United States Air Force Academy offers a four-year program of 
instruction and experience designed to provide cadets the knowledge 
and character essential for leadership, and the motivation to serve as Air 
Force career officers. Each cadet graduates with a Bachelor of Science 
degree and a commission as a second lieutenant in the Air Force. 
 
Course of Study 
 
Cadets are exposed to a balanced curriculum that provides a general and 
professional foundation essential to a career Air Force officer. Special needs of future Air Force 
officers are met by professionally oriented courses, including human physiology, computer 
science, economics, military history, astronautics, law and political science. 
 
The core curriculum includes courses in science, engineering, social sciences and humanities. 
Cadets take additional elective courses to complete requirements for one of 25 major areas of 
study. About 60 percent of the cadets complete majors in science and engineering; the other 40 
percent graduate in the social sciences and humanities. Some of the most popular majors include 
management, astronautical engineering, international affairs and political science, history, 
behavioral science, civil engineering, aeronautical engineering, electrical engineering and 
engineering mechanics 

Academic Fact Sheet: http://www.usafa.af.mil/information/factsheets/factsheet.asp?id=9410 

Admission 

The Air Force Academy is among the most selective colleges in the United States. Many 
Candidates for admission are judged on their academic achievement, demonstrated 
leadership, athletics and character. To gain admission, candidates must also pass a fitness 
test, undergo a thorough medical examination, and secure a nomination, which usually 
comes from the member of Congress in the candidate's home district. Recent incoming 
classes have had about 1,400 cadets; and historically fewer than 1,000 of those will 
graduate.[5] Tuition along with room and board is paid for by the U.S. government. 
Cadets receive a monthly stipend, but incur a commitment to serve a number of years of 
military service after graduation 

Admissions Requirements  

To be eligible to enter the Academy, a candidate must:  

• Be a citizen of the United States (unless nominated by an official of a country invited by  
the Department of Defense)  

• Be unmarried with no dependents 
• Be of good moral character 
• Be at least 17, but less than 23 years of age by 1 July of the year of entry 
• Meet high leadership, academic, physical and medical standards 
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In addition to the normal application process, all candidates must secure a nomination to 
the Academy, normally from a U.S. Senator or U.S. Representative. Each member of 
Congress and the Vice President can have five appointees attending the Air Force 
Academy at any time. The process for obtaining a congressional nomination is not 
political and candidates do not have to know their senator or representative to secure a 
nomination. Additional nomination slots are available for children of career military 
personnel, children of disabled veterans or veterans who were killed in action, or children 
of Medal of Honor recipients. The admissions process is a lengthy one and applicants 
usually begin the paperwork during the second semester of their junior year of high 
school. 

Information: http://www.usafa.af.mil/information/factsheets/factsheet.asp?id=9411 

Moral Character 

The program at the Academy is guided by the Air 
Force's core values of "Integrity First, Service 
Before Self, and Excellence in All We Do", and 
based on four "pillars of excellence": military 
training, academics, athletics and character 
development. In addition to a rigorous military 
training regimen, cadets also take a broad 
academic course load with an extensive core 
curriculum in engineering, humanities, social sciences, basic sciences, military studies 
and physical education. All cadets participate in either intercollegiate or intramural 
athletics, or a thorough character development and leadership curriculum provides cadets 
a basis for future officership. Each of the components of the program is intended to give 
cadets the skills and knowledge that they will need for success as officers. 

Athletic Programs 
 
The academy's athletic program is designed to improve physical fitness, teach athletic skills and 
develop leadership qualities. To achieve its goals, the academy offers some of the most extensive 
physical education, intramural sports and intercollegiate athletic programs in the nation. Cadets 
take at least three different physical education courses each year. 
 
Military Education and Training 
 
An aerospace-oriented military education, training and leadership program begins with basic 
cadet training and continues throughout the four years. Seniors are responsible for the leadership 
of the cadet wing, while juniors and sophomores perform lower-level leadership and instructional 
tasks. Cadets are projected into as many active leadership roles as possible to prepare them to be 
effective Air Force officers. 
 
Fundamental concepts of military organization -- drill, ethics, honor, Air Force heritage and 
physical training -- are emphasized the first summer during basic cadet training. Freshmen then 
study the military role in U.S. society as well as the mission and organization of the Air Force. 
Sophomores receive instruction in communicative skills, and juniors study the combat and 
operational aspects of the Air Force. Military studies for the senior class focus on military 
thought. 
 
The academy offers courses in flying, navigation, soaring and parachuting, building from basic 
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skills to instructor duties. Cadets may fly light aircraft with the Cadet Flying Team. Those not 
qualified for flight training must enroll in a basic aviation course. Astronomy and advanced 
navigation courses also are available. Students bound for pilot training enroll in the flight 
screening program at the academy and fly the DA-20 Katana aircraft. 

Links to more Information click below:  

All USAFA Fact Sheets: 
http://www.usafa.af.mil/information/factsheets/index.asp 
 
Air Force Academy Fact Sheet Dec 2010 
 
History of USAFA: 
http://www.usafa.af.mil/information/factsheets/factsheet.asp?id=9409 
 
USAFA Athletics Web Site:  
http://www.goairforcefalcons.com/ 
 
All academy entrance scores: 
All Academy_entrance scores Fact_Sheet 
 
 
Courtesy: [USAF, USAFA Fact Sheet(s), WIKIPEDIA] 
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