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During Col Leo Burke’s 40 years as a member of Civil Air Patrol 
he spent innumerable hours supporting CAP’s primary mission 
of emergency services, disaster relief, and homeland security.  
His Incident Command Staff contributions range from serving 
as a Mission Staff Assistant as a cadet in the 1980’s to serving 
as an Incident Commander for Presidentially declared national 
disasters in 2020.   
 
Col Leo Burke led an Incident Management Team of CAP 
members to extraordinary levels in 2019/2020. His extensive 
knowledge of CAP and the Incident Command Structure was instrumental in helping shape the 
Michigan Wing’s pandemic response. He helped manage a 1,000-bed field hospital in Detroit 
and another 400-bed hospital in Novi.   
 
Col Burke’s 20-member team worked more than 2,100 hours over 255 days. He personally 
dedicated 45 consecutive days and 570 hours to service at the two hospitals. The team 
delivered more than 2,400 COVID-19 tests and more than 100,000 pieces of personal protective 
equipment. As a result, his team was valued as a critical resource in the pandemic response.   
 
Col Burke was called on again after a catastrophic 500-year flood caused a power dam to fail, 
severely damaged another dam, and forced more than 10,000 residents to evacuate. Working 
with state officials, he assisted with aerial photography to assess the damage. Teams used new 
Garmin VIRB nadir photography and sUAS technology, providing valuable feedback on these 
two tools’ benefits and liabilities for future use in the Michigan Wing.  
 
Col Burke has a long and storied career in CAP. He has contributed greatly to each of CAP’s 
three primary missions.  However, it is his wealth of experience and superb skill set as an 
Incident Staff member that make him the go-to-guy when CAP needs a leader to oversee a 
mission base or Incident 
Command Center. 
 


