
This document is an outline for Cadet Wings Navigators, offering best practices and ways to help support your

cadet through each step of the program. Questions? Email us at cadetwings@capnhq.gov.

What is Cadet Wings?

Cadet Wings is a merit-based program for cadets pursuing a Private Pilot Certificate (PPC). Funding is provided by

the U.S. Air Force and The Ray Foundation. Learn more by reading CAPP 60-43, Cadet Wings Guide.

What is a Navigator?

Any senior member with a desire to help cadets succeed! Ideally, you will be in the cadets local unit. Being a CFI or

having aviation experience is not required! Navigators are expected to champion success from encouragement to

apply to taking pictures on checkride day - and everything in between! Navigators remain in constant contact with

their cadet and celebrate milestones and troubleshoot hurdles. Each Wing has a Cadet Wings POC to help, too.

How can Navigators support their cadet during the application process?

Help cadets develop their flight plan! Point them towards the Flight Plan Examples, map of prior vendors, and

encourage them to keep their flight plan realistic. No two cadets will have the same flight plan.

Help cadets obtain a Letter of Recommendation, ideally from a Flight Instructor they have flown with before. If

they don’t have the contact information for a CAP CFI, help connect them using eServices’ Member Search.

Encourage your cadet to apply early! Cadet Wings is a first come, first served program.

Attend NHQ webinars (announced via email and on our Facebook page), and encourage them to do the same.

Be that squeaky wheel! After your cadet has submitted their application, follow up with their Squadron and Wing

Commander to ensure they review and approve (or deny) their application.

How can Navigators support their cadet during the prospective candidate process?

Help cadets submit their documents to Dropbox and eServices quickly!

Sometimes, cadets will not select a Navigator until this stage - offer to help!

Celebrate their status as a prospective candidate.

How can Navigators support their cadet during the contracting process?

If your cadet is seeking to fly with a CAP CFI/CAP Airplane, 

If your cadet is flying with a Flight School/FBO, the Cadet Wings Team may reach out to you for help with

document collection. The quicker this is completed, the sooner your cadet can get up in the air. Occasionally,

cadets need help finding a new Flight School if their original option does not work out.
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How can Navigators support their cadet while they are enrolled?

Check in with your cadet frequently to stay aware of their progress. Is there something they have been

struggling with and could use some encouragement? Did they just complete a major milestone like their solo

cross country or passed a stage check and deserve some kudos?

Help them keep track of their hours in the program and spending.

Cadet Wings is limited to 60 hours of flight training and/or 6 months of enrollment.

Point them towards the Cadet Wings Finance Tracking Tool to help track their finances and remind them to  

communicate with their flight school and the Cadet Wings Team if funds begin to get low.

Contact our team if there is a larger issue - sometimes we need to adjust their flight plan to help them succeed.

Allow them flexibility if their Progress Monitoring Call takes place on a meeting night - an office or quiet corner of

the room is helpful. Cadets attend these calls with their Youth Aviation Initiative Panel Mentor every 2 weeks for

the duration of their time in Cadet Wings.

Remind them of their commitment to Cadet Wings - it comes first after family and school obligations, even

above other CAP activities like weekly meetings, staffing encampment or other events, and attending NCSAs.

How can Navigators support their cadet after Cadet Wings?

Celebrate passing their checkride - it is a HUGE accomplishment! We love to see Squadron and Wing social media

posts about CAP’s newest Private Pilot. Graduates will also receive a certificate - print this out to present it at

your next Awards night!

Connect them with your Wing’s Director of Operations and Stan/Eval Officer to become a CAP pilot and take

advantage of 1.8 hours of FREE proficiency flying each month in CAP aircraft as long as they remain a cadet.

Encourage them to share their experience and help new cadets work towards Cadet Wings. Cadet Wings

Graduates are Ambassadors of the program.
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