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Congratulations to Captain Kenneth DeRemer for receiving the National 2024 Civil Air Patrol Maj Gen
Jeanne M. Holm Aerospace Education Officer of the Year award.

In developing and promoting an active squadron Aerospace Education program while creating a
culture in the Michigan Wing (MIWG), no one has done more in 2023 than Capt.

Kenneth DeRemer, Adrian Composite Squadron Aerospace Education Officer. Since assuming his
duties as Aerospace Education Officer on 19-December-2016, Capt. DeRemer has revitalized the
unit existing Aerospace Education program, instituted a new AE community outreach program,
structured monthly unit AE classes while expanding the unit AE room opportunities.

Capt. DeRemer clearly stands out from other CAP members for his continued support and
leadership with the Adrian Aerospace Education program community outreach activities. Capt.
DeRemer has as the result of circumstances beyond the unit’s control been the soul deliverer of
the Lenawee Christian School two-week Aerospace Education J-Term program.

Being the soul presenter created many individual and group coordination problems for Capt.
DeRemer, but he worked through all the challenges and completed two years of the program by
himself. His efforts have resulted in CAP being asked to again in 2024 to be a presenter of the J-Term
program for a fourth year with yet another 20 students being exposed to CAP aerospace education
experiences. Besides the two-week programs he has exemplified himself by making no less than
twelve local contacts to support local CAP AEMs.

As well as being the squadron Aerospace Education Officer Capt. DeRemer has also served as
the MIWG External Aerospace Education Officer since 28-January-2019 until just recently. In
the External AE position, he has reached out to many AEMs around the Wing offering support
for them. In particular he reached out to several down river interested teachers and helped
them to become AEMs. The down river Detroit area teachers site his support and guidance as
key to their successful membership and STEM acquisitions.

This May it was noticed that close to eighty MIWG AEMs whose membership had expired could use
some reminder contacts. Capt. DeRemer led the calls to the expired AEM members, reaching out
to over fifty asking what could be done to support them and if they realized their members were in
question. The result was that most did their AEM membership reinstatement forms making them
current. Many of the expired AEMs appreciated the personal contact and the new open line of
communications they could use in future requests for assistance.



This spring Capt. DeRemer was actively involved in the 2023 Michigan Wing Conference as an AE co-
presenter during conference break-out sessions. Capt. DeRemer, a retired Michigan Elementary
school educator having taught for 42 years offered his expertise to the School Relations sessions.
His elementary teaching experience has been instrumental in helping CAP members to understand
the dynamics that affect teachers and students working with our ACE — Aerospace Connections in
Education initiatives around the Wing. Many times, CAP members and school leaders have asked
Capt. DeRemer for suggestions on how toproceed and interact with schools and staff.

Atthisyear’s MIWG conference Capt. DeRemer was supportive of the AE STEM activities room, along
with providing several STEM activities for the room and helping with supervision at the conference.
Capt. DeRemer sees the value in having CAP STEM materials available for members to experience,
to motivate them to acquire them for their own units as well as understand what their local teacher
AEMs may also be receiving. As AEMs and AEOs around the Wing ask for help or have requests for
assistance Capt. DeRemer is always one of the first people to step forward. He has been very
supportive of members and AEMs in ordering, use and evaluate of STEM Kits, seeing great value in
them as learning tools in classrooms and CAP units.

Capt. DeRemer again this year has also been a critical person in delivering two Adrian Public Schools
Elementary School Science and STEM AE day long student hands-on experiences at Prairie and
Michener Elementary schools. The Science and STEM Day opportunities have led to awareness by
over 150 students at each school along with their administrators and teachers. Another opportunity
at Sand Creek Elementary school was established this year with their Science and STEM Day fifth
graders. The Sand Creek Elementary experience looks like it will be an annual opportunity for another
Adrian Aerospace Education experience to be delivered to the students of Lenawee County. Capt.
DeRemer was instrumental in creating, presenting, and supporting the Sand Creek student CAP AE
experience.

The Adrian Public Schools and the Adrian Civil Air Patrol have formed a Partnership fostered by Capt.
DeRemer offering local schools and educators support for their CAP AEM and ACE experiences. The
annual CAP supported Science and STEM days at several elementary schools each year are sought
after and requested from Adrian CAP. Capt. DeRemer leads the way with keeping school staff
informed and STEM Kit advice and opportunities appley explained.

An additional outcome has been for the Adrian Public Schools Superintendent to make
arrangements for the Adrian CAP to provide CAP supported ACE outreach activities at Prairie
Elementary school as well as the Adrian CAP Building. This year’s Prairie Elementary ACE activities
culminated in a highly successful ACE Lift-Off Event. Students not only participated in activities at
their school but were bused to the Adrian Civil Air Patrol Building at the Lenawee County Airport
where they had exposure to real aircraft and flying experiences. This program, with the leadership of
Capt. DeRemer allowed over 260 students to experience the ACE materials and have local Adrian
CAP members help them. National CAP AE headquarters recognized the Prairie Elementary ACE
activities and Lift-Off Event as an Above and Beyond experience.

At his local Adrian Squadron Capt. DeRemer has spearheaded the squadron receiving the unit AEX
award for five years. Capt. DeRemer is a staunch supporter of CAP AEX materials. He uses AEX
activities to stimulate the Cadets’ creative thinking and has been a positive role model encouraging
other units to become involved with using AEX materials and working to complete their units annual
AEX award criteria. The Adrian squadron AEX award completion guided by Capt. DeRemer has aided
greatly the Squadron receiving the Civil Air Patrol Quality Unit Award the last two years and qualifying
for the award again this year.



It should be noted that one of the prize attributes of the Adrian Civil Air Patrol Building is the
Aerospace Education room with multiple workstations for flight simulators and RC flight simulators.
Capt. DeRemer has led the way in reorganizing the Adrian AE room and making it highly functional
and accessible for both Cadet and Senior members. The AE room is a single point of storage and
support for unit STEM activities and offering local schools and AEMs a field trip destination. Capt.
DeRemer coordinates local school groups with CAP members and other airport aviation businesses
to offer schools and AEMs a great student experience.

Capt. DeRemer has been a focused leader in creating a unique learning opportunity for local
teachers. In partnership with the Lenawee Intermediate School District CAP has co- sponsored a
Teacher Aerospace Education Workshop for the last two years. Adrian CAP provides the curriculum
created by Capt. DeRemer, provides the instructors and the squadrons airport building for the
workshops. The Lenawee ISD underwrites all the costs of consumables, lunch, provides advertising
for the workshop to the teachers, in-service credit support and monitors teachers requests. Capt.
DeRemer has again been a staunch leader in providing guidance for the teacher workshops that have
created over thirty-four new AEMs in the county in the last two years. As a testament to the
dedication and quality of Capt. DeRemer leadership the Lenawee ISD is already planning on offering
the teachers workshop again next summer that should resultin most likely another fifteen new AEMs
inthe county. The Lenawee ISD provides paid CAP AEM memberships to all teachers who attend the
teachers’ workshop. Through the guidance of Capt. DeRemer this year the local AEMs increased by
14 AEMs for a total of 84 AEMs currently supporting the students at Lenawee County schools.

Capt. DeRemer continues to move the direction of Aerospace Educationin Michigan by reaching out
in October to see that every squadron in the Wing completed its annual AE Report on time. It had
been a contention that MIWG has not had all the squadrons with their annual reports completed on
time of some years. He provided guidance and support to the squadron Commanders and AEOs to
help them get their annual AE reports completed and offer help to them as well. In keeping with Capt.
DeRemer’s desire to serve and support the members of MIWG he has stepped forward recently to
accept the position of Director of Aerospace Education. His goal is to help CAP and community
members gain more Aerospace Education success by being supported and helped to share through
cooperation with each other.

Given his achievements and the fact that his work also resulted in being nationally recognized by
Civil Air Patrol as an Aerospace Education Program supporting his unit, community, and state, as
well as the active program he has already planned for 2024, | strongly recommend that Capt.
DeRemer be recognized as the MIWG Aerospace Education Officer of the Year for 2024.
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22 March 2023 Prairie Elementary School Science and STEM Day



1 May 2023 Prairie Elementary School ACE Lift-Off Event
school and Lenawee County Airport




28 July 2023 Lenawee Intermediate Schools - Adrian Civil Air
Patrol Lenawee County Airport Teachers Workshop

28 July 2023 Lenawee Intermediate Schools - Adrian Civil Air
Patrol Lenawee County Airport Teachers
Workshop





