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2 CAP members receive Congress' top award for youth

Fla. Wing's Medeiros, Calif. Wing's Fitle honored with Congressional Award 

Two Civil Air Patrol members – a California Wing cadet and a Florida Wing senior member who earned CAP's highest honor for cadets 2 1/2 years ago – were among 237 young Americans recognized June 19 with the Congressional Award Gold Medal, the highest honor bestowed on young people by the U.S. Congress. 

Honored from CAP were:   

· Capt. Timothy Medeiros of St. Petersburg, Fla., drug demand reduction administrator for the Florida Wing, who received the Gen. Carl A. Spaatz Award in December 2005. 
· Cadet Sr. Master Sgt. Kyle Fitle of Cypress, Cal., a Los Alamitos Cadet Squadron 153 member since November 2004.

Medeiros has completed more than 4,600 hours of volunteer service to the community. While the vast majority of those hours were in the service of the Civil Air Patrol in the development of information technology services for the National Honor Guard Academy, the remainder was spent gathering complete Thanksgiving dinners for the needy, annually for 4 years, which fed over 312 people. His quest for the Congressional Award Gold Medal began in 2002 at the age of 16. 

Fitle completed more than 500 hours of voluntary public service, which included working to support shelters for abused women and children, international aid organizations and local community and military establishments.

The Gold Congressional Award ceremony took place in the Cannon House Office Building and was presided over by the Joint Leadership Commission of U.S. Congress. C. West Huddleston III, executive director of the National Drug Court Institute, and Judy Vredenburgh, chief executive officer of Big Brothers Big Sisters of America, served as keynote speakers.     

Signed into law in 1979, the Congressional Award is designed to promote initiative, achievement and excellence among youth. The award is noncompetitive and open to all young people -- regardless of physical, mental or socio-economic circumstances -- from 14 to 23 who set and achieve goals in four areas:  public service, personal development, physical fitness and expedition/exploration.    

The Congressional Award Foundation partnered with CAP in 1999 to expand the opportunities for more members to benefit from the award. More than 10,000 Congressional Awards have been earned since the Congressional Award Act was signed into law by Jimmy Carter, representing well over 2 million volunteer hours performed in community service across America. 
Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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