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Texas congressman inducted into Civil Air Patrol Congressional Squadron 

HOUSTON -- U.S. Rep. Michael T. McCaul (R-Texas) was officially inducted into Civil Air Patrol's Congressional Squadron as a lieutenant colonel after his return Oct. 8 from a Texas Wing aerial tour of the Texas-Mexico border and Hurricane Ike recovery efforts on Galveston Island. 

McCaul’s framed CAP membership certificate was presented by Lt. Col. Theresa Alexander of the Texas Wing's Delta Composite Squadron. 

The ceremony, originally planned for August but delayed by Tropical Storm Gustav and Hurricane Ike, was held on the ramp outside the Delta Composite Squadron’s Hooks Airport headquarters building in Spring.

During the appearance, the congressman met with local media, renewing his call for increased funding and resources for border security. He also noted CAP’s extraordinary response to the Hurricane Ike damage assessment mission.
  

“The efforts of the Civil Air Patrol in the wake of Hurricane Ike were unparalleled,” McCaul said. 

“The more than 200 volunteers, 22 aircraft, 350 sorties, 40,000 aerial photos and almost 17,000 man-hours were invaluable to the Texas State Operations Center in helping in the deployment of relief efforts to those impacted by the storm.”
  
He also met with some of the Delta squadron's cadets, stressing the importance of their activities in the development of America’s next generation of leaders.

The Congressional Squadron was formed in 1967 to allow members of Congress and other key individuals in the Washington, D.C. area to participate in CAP programs. The squadron is an operational search and rescue and disaster relief unit, consisting of members of Congress, their staff, legislative and executive branch officials, and aviation professionals. 
 

The squadron, commanded by Sen. Tom Harkin (D-Iowa), reports directly to CAP National Headquarters at Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala., and has provided national-level assistance and congressional influence to CAP in a wide range of issues and concerns. 
Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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