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Civil Air Patrol to honor founding member with Distinguished Service Medal

MONTGOMERY, Ala. – The Civil Air Patrol will recognize one of its oldest and most distinguished members on Friday, May 4, at 10 a.m. EDT in Atlanta’s Renaissance Concourse Hotel during the organization’s National Executive Committee meeting.
Lt. Col. Benjamin H. Stone, 93, a founding and active member of the all-volunteer organization since March 1944, will be awarded the CAP Distinguished Service Medal and promoted to the rank of colonel.
“His efforts have contributed greatly to the success the Civil Air Patrol has achieved as an outstanding humanitarian organization in support of the U.S. and the U.S. Air Force,” said CAP National Commander Maj. Gen. Antonio Pineda.
Stone, a Massachusetts native now living in Marietta, Ga., was instrumental in providing flight training to many of CAP’s early pilots who flew coastal patrol missions to protect America against German U-boats positioned along the coast during World War II.

As a young boy growing up in Worcester, Stone was fascinated with aviation. He later graduated from Parks Air College at St. Louis University, where he earned a degree in aviation management with honors.
While teaching Navy aviators to fly at Holy Cross College in Worcester and Worcester Polytechnic Institute, he was asked by CAP to teach flying on the weekends. “I happily joined and started my 66-year sojourn with CAP,” he said.
During those years, Stone held almost every office or committee chairmanship. A self-described “100 percent patriot who loves my God, my country and my family,” Stone said it is the cadets who have kept him motivated. “The young men and women in the cadet corps of CAP are our future leaders and need help in understanding their future role in leading our country.”
During the early 1970s, he and other CAP members used their own funds and donations from local businesses to build the first-ever search and rescue center at Grenier Air Force Base in Manchester, N.H. CAP members manned the center “24/7” and were able to start a search for a downed plane almost immediately. “We would search the entire Northeast Region for downed planes, covering nine states in all,” Stone said. 

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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Note to media: To cover this CAP event, please contact Col. Lyle Letteer of CAP’s Georgia Wing at (xxx) xxx-xxxx.

