FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

'Drunk' driving makes danger real for cadets 

PORTLAND, ME – Wearing goggles that gave him the vision of someone who is legally drunk, Julian Kingsley got a sense of how disoriented he would be if he had, in fact, been drinking. “The road's moving,” Kingsley said as he bounced off rubber barriers and struggled to avoid orange traffic cones placed along his route through the indoor race track. “That was the weirdest experience I've ever had in my life,” agreed Tyler Nadeau, 17, who took part in the exercise along with Kingsley and their fellow cadets in the 58th Squadron, Maine Wing, Civil Air Patrol.

Theresa Lundberg, who runs the CAP cadet program, said the idea was to give the cadets, who range in age from 12 to 20, a chance to experience drunken driving without actually driving drunk.

She said the cadets were told that wearing the goggles only gave them a taste of how difficult it is to drive after drinking too much. They were, of course, aware that what they were seeing was being altered and could make some adjustments, which they couldn't do under the influence of alcohol. “If you drink, not only can't you control your vision, you can't control your brain,” Lundberg said. Kingsley and Nadeau, both licensed drivers, started out slowly on the track, which features tight turns, and did fairly well, although their karts were unsteady and weaving.

But as they picked up speed, they soon started running into the barriers and over the traffic cones. Kingsley said, “Even walking around with the goggles on was bad. (But) it's a piece of cake compared to driving.” 
The cadets got another lesson before they drove from Sgt. Thomas Chard of the Scarborough police. Chard said he can see signs that someone's been drinking when he stops them, from being unable to follow his directions, to uncoordinated efforts to put a cap on a pen he holds in front of the driver and pupils that wobble when a driver tries to keep his eyes on a pen that Chard moves around.

Chard said he can read the signs well enough that he can predict fairly accurately what the driver's blood-alcohol level will be just by the reactions to the roadside tests.
Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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