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Numbers tell tale of busy '08 for Minn. Wing

MINNESOTA -- The numbers are in, and 2008 proved to be another busy year for Minnesota Wing.  
Members logged 103 actual or training missions totaling a whopping 14,929 personnel hours, 593 flights and 9,120 air hours. 
 "This is fantastic, and I want to personally thank everyone for their efforts in 2008," said Maj. Chet Wilberg, Minnesota Wing director of emergency services. "We look forward to an equally successful 2009." 
Among last year's highlights was a mission in which members from the 130th, Viking, St. Paul, Mankato, Owatonna and Hutchinson composite squadrons contributing 51 members, 510 hours and two flights totaling nearly four hours to find the body of a man reported missing in southeast Minnesota. Local emergency providers praised the effort. 
 "When you (CAP) respond to a search, you are prepared for the terrain and the weather,” Scott County Sheriff's Deputy Mary Hensel said. “Your crew understands the chain of command and you already have team leaders selected. You bring radios, compasses and GPSes with you and are willing to share them with others.  
“You practice searching in a line grid and it shows. If there is difficult terrain, Civil Air Patrol teams volunteer to work it. We wouldn't hesitate to call you if we needed you again." 
In another incident, Minnesota Wing members flew over Marshall, Pennington and Red Lake counties in a search for a missing woman. That case remains under investigation by local law enforcement officials, who also praised CAP's efforts.
The wing also successfully passed a winter search and rescue evaluation conducted by the U.S. Air Force in January 2008.
Air Force Maj. Jeff Peterson, who led the evaluation team, praised the 77 senior members and 42 cadets who participated. "Minnesota has a very competent wing," he concluded.
Wilberg noted that wing members routinely fly operational flights totaling thousands of hours every year and annually contribute more than 10,000 man-hours to search and rescue, counter drug, disaster preparedness, homeland security and other humanitarian mission flying.
"CAP is a 'force multiplier' always ready and willing to work with local, county, state and government emergency services providers," he said.
 He added, "We have the resources and personnel readily available when the need arises, and we're constantly training our air crews and ground teams for when that call comes. The numbers tell the tale."

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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