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Direct comments to [Name] at [Email address]

Often, when a check ride does not go well, the fault lies in a misunderstanding between the expectations of the CP and the applicant.  Accordingly, here is an informal discussion about what to expect when taking a Form 5 annual evaluation with me as the CP.  This is how I ensure you are safe and meet the requirements of CAPR 70-1 and CAP guidance.  If anything, herein conflicts with official CAP or FAA guidance, that guidance takes precedence.  Note that these are general thoughts on how I typically conduct an evaluation.  Your evaluation may be different depending on your circumstances.

General:
· Review CAPS 72-5 and 72-6.  Comply with instructions. Be prepared to present the paperwork referenced on page 3 (proof of landing currency, Flight Review currency, aircraft questionnaires, online quiz completion…) Note: copies are acceptable except for pilot and medical certificates, aircraft questionnaire(s), and CAP ID card.
· Unless otherwise arranged with the CP per CAPR 70-1 Section 7.2.2, you must have a current Flight Review per 14 CFR Part 61-56.  You may use the CAP Form 5 to earn most of the requirements for a subsequent Flight Review through the FAA Wings program. 
· For C182 or C206 evaluations, you must show evidence of your authorization to operate high performance aircraft – either a High-Performance endorsement or “grandfather” privileges per 14 CFR 61-31. 
· If qualified, you will be the PIC.  Obtain a flight release from XXX at 555-555-1212.  If unqualified in the airplane, I will be the PIC.  
· Bring a view limiting device.  The VFR evaluation includes a short instrument demo to simulate unplanned cloud penetration.
· If you are seeking a cadet orientation endorsement, bring CAPP 60-40.  

Standards:
· As stated in CAPS 72-5, the standards you must meet are those contained in the published FAA ACS for the grade of certificate you will be exercising in CAP flight activity, and CAPS 72-6. 
· In addition, you must have a thorough knowledge of the current CAPR 70-1.

Preflight Discussion:
· If you use a tablet/phone application such as Foreflight or similar system, be prepared to discuss the Electronic Flight Bag (EFB) guidance found in CAP Standard 73-1 (CAPS 73-1), Operations Procedures, Airplane.
· Recent evaluations have shown weaknesses in aircraft performance calculations.  Be prepared to extract performance information from the POH.  
· Re-familiarize yourself with the basic POH layout and be prepared to find critical information in it. (For example, limitations in section 2, performance data located in section 5, systems in section 7, etc.)
· How long has it been since you calculated W&B without an electronic spreadsheet?  You might brush up on this, as W&B problems are indeed fair game. 
  
· For G1000:
· Have a good working knowledge of the electrical system.  Know what the Essential Bus is, how it is powered (normally and abnormally), what is on it and how it relates to the other busses/equipment.
· Since the MFD/PFD are dumb monitors, they get their information from other G1000 components.  Accordingly, know what the major ones are (e.g., AHRS, ADC, Integrated Avionics Units), what information they feed to the system (basic stuff) and what information is lost if they fail.  
· If your knowledge of these G1000 systems is shaky, contact a G1000 instructor.
Flying the check ride:
· Unless you are seeking an Instructor or CP endorsement, you will fly in the left seat and I will fly in the right. 
· You may choose to use the CP as a resource in accomplishing checklists. If you choose this option, you may still be asked to demonstrate single-pilot checklist competency.
· Minimize heads-down time.  Clear all turns.
· VFR flight scenario:
· Enter a flight plan to an airport where the route flies through or near the practice area.
· Normal Take off
· If the aircraft has a working autopilot, engage the autopilot at the appropriate time after takeoff.  Use the autopilot to establish the aircraft on the flight plan course line.  When established enroute, level, and in the practice area, expect to disengage the autopilot for completion of air work. 
· Clearing turns
· Steep turns 360 left and right
· Slow flight, flaps full.  
· Approach to landing stall
· Departure stall (21 inches MP max.).
·  Instrument reference maneuvers
· Descend for ground reference maneuvers (1000 AGL).
· RTB for a normal approach and landing. 
· Short field takeoff and landing.
· Take-off and landing, the type at CP discretion.
· Emergency procedures as appropriate
· For G1000:
· You will be expected to set up the PFD/MFD with your preferences.  It’s usually a good idea to restore defaults on the MAP group pages and the AUX – System Setup page prior to selecting your preferences.
· Know how to enter a flight plan with multiple waypoints and demonstrate creating a user waypoint using both lat-lon and MFD joystick techniques.
· Demonstrate a good working knowledge of the MAP terrain and traffic functions.
· IFR flight scenario
· If this is a recurring instrument endorsement, then in addition to the VFR scenario expect at least one instrument approach, holding, and partial panel recovery.  More instrument flying tasks may be required, depending on the circumstances.  
· If this is your initial instrument endorsement, plan on two approaches (precision and non-precision) plus holding and partial panel recovery.  If G1000, the non-precision approach will be an RNAV approach.
· If G1000, be prepared to discuss WAAS and RAIM.

The important thing to remember in an evaluation is to relax and have fun with it.  Either you know it or you don’t, so why stress and make stupid mistakes?  We’ve all been there!  Even your CPs learn something from every check ride given and received.  So, prepare well and we’ll see you on the day!



Regards,

[CP Name]

