FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Civil Air Patrol members help retire U.S. flags 

GREEN, Ohio – Flag Day was marked in Summit County June 14 with a flag-retirement service conducted by the Summit County Sheriffs Office at the Robert D. Campbell Training Center.

The event featured a ceremonial retirement of American flags that are no longer suitable for service. Taking part in the event were the Akron Police Department Honor Guard, Summit County Sheriffs Honor Guard and Mounted Patrol Unit, Group III of Civil Air Patrol’s Ohio Wing, as well as the Chesty Puller Young Marines.

Col. Joseph Sheehan of the U.S. Marine Reserves, a Green resident, was the featured speaker during the event.

The event also included taking down a ceremonial flag. The flag was inspected by Civil Air Patrol cadets and Chesty Puller Young Marines under the leadership of CAP 1st Lt. Sarah Hershey. The flag was then the first to be lit on fire, the preferred way to dispose of worn flags.

Participants then proceeded to place other flags collected from around the county on several fires. During the event, organizers asked that attendees maintain a respectful silence as the flags were retired. Summit County Sheriff Drew Alexander’s Office reported that several hundred flags were retired at the ceremony.
Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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