FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Teen soars in solo flight with Civil Air Patrol

CITY, STATE. -- Some teenagers spend their summers relaxing and goofing off, while others earn their wings. 

Civil Air Patrol (CAP) Cadet Maj. Jimmy Smith from Livonia, Michigan, flew solo in a CAP glider last week. The memorable flight happened at a CAP flight academy in Mattoon, Illinois, at Coles County Memorial Airport. Civil Air Patrol hosts over a dozen different flight academies across the nation during the summer, providing countless youth with a foundation in flight training.

After landing Cadet Maj. Smith said, “It was a once-in-a-lifetime experience. Flying alone for the first time the glider felt so light. I will remember this forever.”  Smith is one of many teenagers who have chosen to go above and beyond this summer through training with Civil Air Patrol. His experience proves that the sky is no limit for what youth can accomplish.

These week-long academies provide cadets ages 14 to 21 with introductory training in airplanes, gliders and even hot-air balloons, enabling some to achieve their first solo flight after rigorous training both in the air and on the ground. Every moment is used wisely; when cadets are not flying or sleeping, they are on the ground studying the critical knowledge they must possess in order to safely operate aircraft in the sky.

A solo flight occurs when the student flies the airplane or glider around the airport alone in the cockpit without an instructor. The first solo is a huge milestone in the flight training process and is typically signified with cutting the back of the student’s T-shirt. This stems from an aviation tradition dating back to the World War II days of flight training, where the instructor would sit in the back seat of the aircraft and tug on the student's shirt to tell him to turn left or right. This rite of passage has been celebrated by generation after generation of aviators.
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CAP instructors are Federal Aviation Administration certified flight instructors who donate their time and expertise to inspire the next generation of pilots. CAP flight academies have been conducted for over 50 years, producing thousands of student pilots. Many flight academy graduates have gone on to the airlines, military and other fields related to STEM subjects – science, technology, engineering and math.

CAP cadets apply in December for the following year’s summer academies. Competition for a slot in an academy is intense among hundreds of applicants across the nation, and it proves to be an invaluable learning experience for these young leaders.

Civil Air Patrol is the auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force. CAP cadets range from ages 12-21, though becoming a cadet requires joining before turning 19. Cadets attend weekly meetings at one of more than 3,000 local units across the country. During the weekly meetings cadets receive leadership lessons, STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) education and physical fitness training. In addition to CAP flight academies, there are more than 50 other national activities ranging from search and rescue survival schools to space command orientation and cyber programs.

To find a local squadron near you, visit gocivilairpatrol.com
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