FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Civil Air Patrol’s Alabama Wing Flies 18 Teachers Who Say, 'Wow, that was awesome'
Feb. 24, 2008

 

ALBERTVLLE, ALA. —   “Wow, that was awesome!”   

Wayne Caudle's reaction was typical as he exited the Civil Air Patrol plane in which he and another Boaz City Schools educator had just flown.   

Alabama Wing pilots flew Caudle and 17 other Boaz City teachers, two at a time, as part of CAP's Fly A Teacher program.
In all, the 18 teachers spent a total of nearly 24 hours aloft Saturday morning.
The teachers gathered with pilots from the wing at Albertville Regional Airport on a cool, cloudless day. Twelve cadets from the Boaz Middle School Cadet Squadron served as hosts to the pilots, teachers and parents. 

The cadets also worked on the flight line under the supervision of squadron Sr. Mbr. Larry Smith. 

Teachers' comments ranged from “I enjoyed seeing things from the air” to “I knew this was an agricultural area, but I didn’t know how many cows and chicken houses there were” and “This is better than Six Flags!” 

The educators flew in pairs, switching seats from front to back upon landing after the flight from Albertville to another airport. They also participated in preflight activities, going by the checklists each pilot carries.  

Each teacher received a certificate from the Alabama Wing that could be framed and hung in a classroom. Capt. Lynn Toney, commander of CAP’s School Enrichment Program, and 1st Lt. Sonja Erskine, commander of the Boaz Middle School Squadron, supervised the day's activities. 

The pilots enjoyed the opportunity to show teachers the part of CAP they like the best. They seemed to succeed in selling CAP flying, because their passengers were heard to say afterward, “Now I want to fly" or “This has been one of my dreams.”  

The teachers enjoyed the day and took pictures home with them to show in their classrooms. The photos included aerial shots of the area’s homes and schools. Having been inspired themselves, in turn the teachers will use the photos and lessons to inspire their K-5 students.

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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