FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Civil Air Patrol’s Nevada and Utah Wings Receive Ground Team Training

LAS VEGAS – Members of three Civil Air Patrol squadrons from southern Nevada and Utah participated in a field training exercise conducted at Mt. Potosi during the first weekend of November to help increase the number of qualified ground team members to assist in search and rescue activities.

Twenty-nine Civil Air Patrol cadets and officers attended the training event and received ground team member and urban direction finding training. Although some personnel still need to complete basic communications user and first ad training, they are but a small step away from participating in future exercises. 

Two cadets, 2nd Lt. Joe Doe of the Nellis Cadet Squadron and Tech Sgt. Todd Burns of the 70th Cadet Squadron received ground team leader training. Cadet Senior Master Sgt. George Crisp, Nellis Cadet Squadron, also assisted with radio communications acting as a net control station during field training. Lt Col. John Doe of the Nellis Senior Squadron took the time this weekend to conduct a hands-on field communications exercise. Doe is an incident commander for both CAP and FEMA.

Captain Anthony Gorss of the 70th Cadet Squadron conducted a majority of the training, with assistance from Jensen. Training was structured so that members could experience firsthand the effects of higher elevations, more than 5,500 feet, in a rough mountainous environment.

Upcoming training for flight line marshalling and additional communications training will occur Dec. 8 during powered and glider orientation flights at Jean Airport, just south of Las Vegas. 
Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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