FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Civil Air Patrol cadets expand horizons through exchange program

MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, Ala. – More than 70 Civil Air Patrol cadets are making friends and learning about other cultures in an international exchange program bringing together aerospace-minded youth across the globe from July 14-Aug. 1. 
The International Air Cadet Exchange, an association of youth aviation groups from across the globe, has been conducting exchanges for 61 years in the spirit of friendship and education through aviation. This provides youth with an excellent chance to develop an international frame of reference -- an important capability in an increasingly globalized economy -- at very little expense to themselves or their families. 
This year, CAP cadets were invited to tour 11 countries: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Germany, Hong Kong, Japan, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Sweden, Turkey or the United Kingdom. While in the host countries, CAP cadets will join other top-notch air cadets from other IACE host countries in developing an understanding of the host country’s role in aerospace as well as a greater appreciation for different cultures. 
Typical IACE activities include visits to factories, airports, engineering labs and aircraft, as host nations showcase their cutting-edge aerospace technologies.
Before leaving the U.S., cadets spent two days in Washington, D.C., increasing their understanding of their home culture before going abroad.

In addition to the more than 70 traveling cadets, CAP cadets and senior members are participating in IACE activities in the U.S. alongside with cadets from other countries, and are serving as hosts, tour guides and escorts. 

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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