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More and more people are making their homes in woodland settings in or near
forests, rural areas, or remote mountain sites. Homeowners enjoy the beauty of
the environment, but do face the very real danger of wildfire.
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Every year across our nation, some homes survive while many others do not after a major wildfire. Those that survive almost always do so because their owners had prepared for the eventuality of fire, which is an inescapable force of nature in fire-prone wildland areas. Said in another way - if it's predictable, it's preventable!
Wildfires often begin unnoticed. They spread quickly, igniting brush, trees, and
homes. Reduce your risk by preparing now - before wildfire strikes. Meet with
your family to decide what to do and where to go if wildfires threaten your area.
Follow the steps listed below to protect your family, home, and property.
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Practice Wildfire Safety
Safer Skies Through Education

Region Safety Officers List

People start most wildfires, - Now can you promote and practice wildfire safety?







Contact your local fire department, health department, or forestry office for
information on fire laws.
Make sure that fire vehicles can get to your home. Clearly mark all driveway
entrances and display your name and address.
Report hazardous conditions that could cause a wildfire.
Teach children about fire safety. Keep matches out of the reach of children.
Post fire emergency telephone numbers.
Ensure adequate accessibility by large fire vehicles to your property.
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Before Wildfire Threatens
Design and landscape your home with wildfire safety in mind. Select materials and plants that can help contain fire rather than fuel it. Use fire-resistant or noncombustible materials on the roof and exterior structure
of the dwelling, or treat wood or combustible materials used in roofs, siding, decking, or trim with fireretardant chemicals evaluated by a nationally recognized laboratory, such as Underwriters Laboratories
(UL). Plant fire-resistant shrubs and trees. As an example, hardwood trees are less flammable than pine, evergreen, eucalyptus, or fir trees.
Talk to your neighbors about wildfire safety. Plan how the neighborhood could work together after a
wildfire. Make a list of your neighbors' skills such as medical or technical. Consider how you could
help neighbors who have special needs such as elderly or disabled persons. Make plans to take care of
children who may be on their own if parents cannot get home.
Your best resource for proper planning is www.firewise.org, which has outstanding information used daily
by residents, property owners, fire departments, community planners, builders, public policy officials, water
authorities, architects and others to assure safety from fire. Firewise workshops are offered for free all across
the nation in communities large and small and free firewise materials can be obtained easily by anyone interested.

www.wikepedia.org

What To Do After a Wildfire
www.weather.com

It is important to wait until your local emergency personnel have announced it is safe to return home. Then,
use only recommended routes and take the following steps:
Beware of Hazards
· Be careful walking on smoldering surfaces. After a fire, the ground may contain heat that can cause
severe injury or spark another fire.
· Stay away from damaged buildings until inspectors have given you the green light.
· If your home has been spared, keep children and pets inside.
Assess Psychological Effects
In addition to the obvious physical damage, the devastation of fire can sometimes cause emotional trauma
and distress. Crisis counseling can help.
Contact your local American Red Cross Chapter for information about resources in your area.
Address your problems one at a time. Preparation may help you save lives and avoid injury. The rest can be
rebuilt.
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By Lt Col Wally James, PCR, Deputy Director of Safety

Big Brother Is Getting Restless

Footnotes
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FAA Safety Team | Safer Skies Through Education

New AC: How To Stay Safe in Unfamiliar Aircraft
Notice Number: NOTC2890
New AC Advises Pilots on How To Stay Safe in Unfamiliar Aircraft
Experimental airplane flights represent only a small component of total general aviation (GA) flights
in the United States. However, a significant number of GA fatal accidents occur in these planes. Many
of those accidents take place when experienced pilots first fly an unfamiliar aircraft, especially when
they are the second owner or pilot of an experimental amateur built aircraft. Data also show that fatal
accidents often occur when pilots with little experience in a particular type of aircraft fly in challenging conditions, such as poor weather.
A new Advisory Circular (AC 90-109, Airmen Transition to Experimental or Unfamiliar Airplanes)
advises that all pilots should consider the first flight in any particular experimental airplane a test
flight. It also urges pilots to review the hazards and risks outlined in the AC and complete the recommended training.
AC 90-109 provides information and guidance to owners and pilots of experimental airplanes and to
flight instructors who teach in them. The Federal Aviation Administration worked with the GA community, including the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA), the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) and the National Association of Flight Instructors (NAFI), to develop the recommendations in the AC. It complements AC 90-89A, Amateur-Built Aircraft and Ultralight Flight Testing
Handbook, which addresses the testing of newly-built experimental airplanes.
This AC is part of the FAA’s focus on reducing general aviation accidents by using a non-regulatory,
proactive strategy to get results. The agency’s goal is to reduce the GA fatal accident rate per 100,000
flight hours by 10 percent by 2018.
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Up, Up, and Away!
Notice Number: NOTC2676
During landing, if your sink rate is faster than it should be, there is a tendency to increase the pitch attitude
too rapidly. This can start the airplane climbing and is known as ballooning. Ballooning can be dangerous
because the aircraft altitude is increasing, airspeed is decreasing, and the airplane is rapidly approaching a
stall.
When ballooning is slight, a constant landing attitude should be held and the airplane allowed to gradually
decelerate and settle onto the runway. When ballooning is excessive, it is best to EXECUTE A GOAROUND IMMEDIATELY; DO NOT ATTEMPT TO SALVAGE THE LANDING. Power must be
applied before the airplane enters a stalled condition.
Do you want to know more? The Airplane Flying Handbook and other FAA manuals are available here.
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Until Next Month
Discover, report, stop, share, listen, and
learn. The things we have read about in this
issue already have happened, so you are not
allowed to experience these for yourself.
Remember to “Knock It Off” and slow
down. For streaming dialogues on some
subjects, remember CAP Safety is on Facebook and Twitter.

SUMMARY

CAP’s safety awareness and program management has
significantly improved with the addition of NHQ
safety staff working in conjunction with the National
Safety Team (NST). The NST is comprised of the National Safety Officer and volunteer assistants assigned
as subject matter experts for flight and ground safety.
Region and Wing Commanders are moving away from
a punitive safety program towards a behavior based
safety program, which has shown significant improvement in using safety mishaps as an educational opportunity to raise awareness and prevent risk exposure.
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Got a great safety article that you would like to see in a future Beacon
Newsletter? Send it to Lt Col Sharon Williams at safetybeacon@capnhq.gov.
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