FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Civil Air Patrol Group 7 staff members 'Ham it up' for hurricane season
MIAMI – From June to November, when Civil Air Patrol’s Florida Wing Group 7 communications officers Capts. Joanne and Caesar Carbana aren’t managing the group’s communications activities, they act as volunteer ham radio operators with Amateur Radio Station WX4NHC at the National Hurricane Center on the Florida International University campus. 

With the explosion in the use of cellular phones and the Internet over the last decade, many people now take worldwide wireless communications for granted ... until disaster strikes. HF (ham) radio still affords reliable long-range communication when other media are knocked out by a hurricane. 
The Carbanas have been active volunteers at the station since 1998.

“Our function is not just limited to post-disaster,” says Joanne. “We also are a component of the forecasting function. Despite all the technology that’s available, there’s nothing like getting the information first-hand from another ham who may be at or near an affected area.”  
Because of the wide scope of operations that the hurricane center covers, Amateur Radio Emergency Services/Radio Amateur Emergency Services (ARES/RACES) volunteers are activated early.  When local CAP members are keeping an eye on a hurricane churning in the Caribbean to see if their area may be affected, chances are the Carbanas are already at their radio consoles at the center.

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit members.gocivilairpatrol.com.
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