FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Civil Air Patrol provides space shuttle reconnaissance
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. – Members of Civil Air Patrol’s Florida Wing participated July 24-26 in the launch of NASA’s space shuttle Discovery by providing aerial and ground reconnaissance of the area surrounding Cape Canaveral.  
About 15 CAP volunteers flew missions over Cape Canaveral for three days before the shuttle’s launch, looking for anything out of the ordinary, said John McWhorter, Florida Wing’s chief of homeland security.
CAP also assisted the 45th Space Wing Security Forces at Patrick Air Force Base by patrolling the perimeter, making sure no unauthorized personnel were in the area, McWhorter said.
Joe Curry, assistant chief of the CAP National Operations Center at Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala., said using CAP volunteers freed the military to address other launch-related needs.
Wing pilots flew until 12 hours before the shuttle lifted off and then the Air Force and Coast Guard picked up the security duties, McWhorter said.  
“The CAP volunteers put in a tremendous amount of time preparing for the mission,” said Col. Joe Martin, Florida CAP wing commander. Preparations included security duties on the ground as well as in the air.
Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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