FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Michigan high school students, Civil Air Patrol cadets 
about to go ‘weightless’ during astronaut-style training

SELFRIDGE AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE, Mich. – Twenty-eight students from Kearsley High School in Flint, Mich., will team up May 10-12 with 13 Civil Air Patrol cadets to experience a neutrally buoyant environment, much as NASA astronauts do to prepare for weightlessness.

During the astronaut-style neutral buoyancy lab, students will also have the opportunity to meet and talk with NASA astronaut Chris Cassidy.

The students and cadets, all of whom have been trained to use scuba gear, will work on a series of tasks while submerged in the Kearsley High pool. Members of the group will be divided into seven teams, and each team will be assigned various tasks while constructing a simulated section of a space station. To participate in the lab, they went through an intensive interview process.

Russell Billings, a physics teacher at Kearsley, came up with the idea for the lab when he was an applicant for the NASA astronaut program. The project and application process are patterned after NASA’s. Billings is also a Civil Air Patrol aerospace education member and a former NASA educator astronaut teacher. In partnership with Billings, the Michigan Wing hopes to expand the neutral buoyancy lab into a national special activity to be offered annually to CAP cadets aged 12-20.   

In conjunction with the lab, a reception and special astronaut presentation by Cassidy are scheduled from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. May 10 at the Longway Planetarium in Flint. 

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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