FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Redstone Civil Air Patrol Cadets Get a New Home 

 

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. – The Redstone Civil Air Patrol is transferring their cadet program to a new home to be located at the Space and Rocket Center, next to Aviation Challenge. The CAP Cadet Program currently meets on Redstone Arsenal at the airfield in the same location as the officers. Moving the cadets’ meeting place became necessary due to outgrowing the current facility and sometimes-inconvenient access to Redstone Arsenal
The move is expected to occur in February or March. Redstone Squadron Commander Mark Adams and Program Manager for Aviation Challenge, Ruth Olive, are still working the out the logistics. 

The SRC and CAP envision this arrangement as a win-win for both organizations. Each year the SRC hosts a large number of visiting students that are immersed in the fields of math, science and technology while participating in teamwork which gives them self confidence and communication skills. 
When the campers leave the SRC they may not have an outlet for what they have experienced. This is where CAP will benefit. As Campers return home from the SRC, they can visit the CAP website at http://cap.findlocation.com/, to locate the nearest CAP unit. The local CAP program is designed to provide youth, from sixth grade through age 20, with a safe, encouraging environment in which to learn, mature and explore opportunities to help them reach their potential as adults. Cadets participate in a structured program through group and individual activities that include aerospace education, physical training, leadership, and moral and ethical values. The program encompasses 16 achievement levels that include study in these four areas. Upon completion of each achievement, the cadet earns increased cadet rank, decorations, awards, eligibility for national and international special activities, and an opportunity for flight and academic scholarships.

The CAP Alabama Wing leadership is very excited about this opportunity to be located at the SRC. There are opportunities to recruit new cadets and get involved with a fly-a-teacher program. Capt. Mark Adams said, "The cadet program is about to explode at Redstone." The cadets are excited about this move while the Deputy Commander for Cadets Jonathan Allen feels, "The benefits of this move are tremendous. Not just for cadets of the Redstone Composite Squadron, but also for our gracious hosts. This move means CAP will have better facilities and good exposure to the public. It also means that the SRC will have an organization that provides an ‘Aerospace Outlet’ for the Aviation Challenge and Space Camp Graduates. I am extremely grateful with this vote of confidence that the SCR has shown us." 

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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