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Lt. Col. Andrew J. Oppmann 
 
Lt. Col. Andrew J. Oppmann, who has served in various marketing and 
communications roles in Civil Air Patrol at wing, region, and national 
levels, serves as a member-at-large on the CAP Board of Governors. 
 
As CAP’s top governing body, the 11-member board consists of four 
U.S. Air Force appointees, three members appointed jointly by the 
secretary of the Air Force and CAP’s national commander/CEO, and 
four members-at-large selected by CAP’s Senior Advisory Group. The 
board moves CAP forward through collective decision-making to 
generate strategic policies, plans, and programs designed to guide it 
both today and tomorrow. It is assisted by CAP’s national 
commander/CEO and the organization’s chief operating officer and 
CAP-U.S. Air Force (CAP-USAF) commander, who act as advisers. 
 
Oppmann joined the board in November 2024. He previously served on National Headquarters 
staff as adviser to the Marketing and Strategic Communications chief and chair of the Strategic 
Communications Advisory Group. He remains an adviser to the Tennessee Wing commander. 
 
Oppmann’s CAP service began in 1979 as a cadet in Kentucky Wing, when he joined the 
Hopkinsville Composite Squadron. He later was named cadet squadron commander. He 
subsequently was named chair of the wing’s Cadet Advisory Council. 
 
He returned to CAP in 2014 as an aerospace education officer, helping form a partnership between 
Civil Air Patrol and Middle Tennessee State University, where he is vice president for marketing and 
communications. Through the partnership, MTSU hosts the Cadet Engineering Technology Academy, 
one of CAP’s National Cadet Special Activities, and has been the site of numerous Tennessee Wing 
and Southeast Region encampments and events. 
 
He was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal for leading CAP’s national news outreach during 
Hurricane Matthew in 2016. He was also part of the launch team in 2017 for CAP.news, the 
organization’s digital news platform. Oppmann served as CAP’s interim national marketing chief (2019); 
Southeast Region director of public affairs (2016-2019); and Tennessee Wing government relations 
director (2015-2018).  
 
Before joining MTSU in 2010, Oppmann spent more than 25 years as a reporter, editor, or executive for 
newspapers in seven states, most recently as president and publisher of Gannett’s Tennessee media 
groups in Murfreesboro and Clarksville and a vice president for The Tennessean in Nashville. 
 
He holds a bachelor’s degree in journalism from the University of Kentucky and a master’s degree in 
strategic leadership from MTSU. He is a civilian ambassador for the U.S. Army Reserve for the state of 
Tennessee and a member of the Publisher’s Advisory Board of Stars and Stripes, the Department of 
Defense media entity that provides news and information to military communities across the globe. 
 
Oppmann and his wife, Elise, live in Murfreesboro, and have three adult daughters. 
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