FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Public invited to Civil Air Patrol’s annual pancake breakfast on Father’s Day
(DATELINE HERE) – The Civil Air Patrol is hosting its annual Pancake Breakfast at Minnesota's Lake Elmo Airport from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., June 15 – Father’s Day.

"On average, we're looking for at least 400 people. In past years, we've had anywhere between 200 and 500," said CAP 2nd Lt. Scott Richardson, the unit's public affairs officer. 

Pancakes, sausage, eggs, orange juice and coffee are on the menu.

Along with the ability to walk among fire trucks and airplanes, a new event has been organized. "Usually they try to come up with something to bring in more folks. What’s new this year is that we're hosting a silent auction," Richardson said.  
The auction will include items like a leather bomber jacket, a water slide and a Smores kit, among other kids’ toys. "It gives people a chance to get things for less than retail price," said CAP Capt. Michael Bordonaro, who helped organize the event.
CAP planes will be on display, but guests will not be able to ride them. "Legally, we can't give guests rides in our airplanes. In the past, we've tried to hook up with Volter's [a commercially-licensed company] so that they can give rides, but that just didn't happen this year," said Richardson. The CAP members hope to establish a connection for next year's event.

Along with the planes, the Experimental Aircraft Association, based in Oshkosh, Wis., will have an information table set up. The group puts on an air shows each year, and will provide information on flying as well as their own program.

The Bayport Fire Department will bring a fire truck and a few firefighters out, as they do every year. "They give the young folks a first-hand look at the truck and do their fire safety education at the same time," Lt. Richardson said.

The CAP uses the event as an opportunity to raise funds and support for the non-profit organization. They will show a PowerPoint presentation highlighting all of the benefits of joining the CAP throughout the event.

"[The CAP] is one of the best-kept secrets in the country. The cool thing for kids is that they get to learn how to fly planes for free. It's like Boy Scouts with planes," said Capt. Bordonaro.

There will also be senior members discussing their experiences, and posters with more information on the program. "This has always been a large recruiting and fundraising opportunity for the Civil Air Patrol," said Lt. Richardson.

On average, the group raises between $2,000 and $3,000 from the event each year. As a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, all of the money stays within the squadron. The CAP uses it to fund its cadet program, energy program and aerospace education. "[The money] works for our young cadets," Lt. Richardson said.

The CAP Pancake Breakfast will be held from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., Sunday, June 15, at the Lake Elmo Airport's CAP Hangar. Tickets are available at the event and cost $7 for those 10 and older and $4 for children 9 and younger. Those 4 and younger are admitted free of charge.

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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