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Congratulations to Kino Junior High School STEM teacher, 
Mrs. Nancy Parra-Quinlan (Mrs. P-Q as the students call her) 
on being named the 2024 National CAP Aerospace/STEM 
Education Teacher of the Year.  Her work both in schools and 
in CAP as the Assistant Director of Aerospace Education in 
the Arizona Wing, as well as with other educators nationwide 
sealed her selection for this award.   

Mrs. Parra-Quinlan has been a teacher for 30 years but still 
maintains an untiring and selfless attitude toward her work in 
the classroom.  She still creates and implements unique and 
innovative programs to ensure her students are provided 
relevant and challenging opportunities to help prepare them 
for a productive future.  She has also been recognized with 
other notable awards, such as the 2022 Arizona Education 
Foundation Teacher of the Year and the 2022 Air & Space 
Forces Association (AFA) National Aerospace/STEM Teacher 
of the Year.   

Besides teaching a full load of STEM-related subjects, Parra-Quinlan has also worked as a part of the Arizona 
STEM Acceleration Program at Arizona State University.  As one of the program’s Super Fellows, her efforts 
have included helping to organize the first Southwest Teacher Air Camp with activities and distinguished 
speakers from other organizations, such as the STEM Research Division of the Air Force Office of Scientific 
Research, Department of Defense STEM, United States Space Force, Air Force Research Lab, Boeing, CAP, 
and Arizona State University, and the AFA. 

During summer breaks she conducts a unique aerospace camp for students to expand their knowledge and 
awareness of aviation and space topics.  This annual Aerospace Academy summer program is conducted for 
24 middle-school students who spend two weeks being immersed in flight and space experiential learning.  
They tour the Sky Harbor Control Tower, the Southwest Airlines maintenance hangar, the MCC Planetarium, 
and Arizona State University’s School of Earth and Space Exploration being involved in flight simulation, 
rocketry and solar power exploration.  Speakers include aviators from CAP, retired Blue Angels pilots, and FAA 
accident investigators.  

At her own expense, she attends and is a presenter at numerous educator symposiums and conferences 
around the country to improve her own and share with others her knowledge and experience in the area of 
aerospace/STEM education.  Such conferences include the Arizona Rural STEM Summit, the Houston Johnson 
Space Center’s Space Exploration Educators Conference, and Kennedy Space Center’s Spaceport Area 
Conference for Educators.   



A Major in CAP and AE Master rated, Parra-Quinlan also assists with AEM recruitment programs and Teacher 
Orientation Program (TOP) flights.   

A section of the recommendation letter from Nancy’s school principal sums up her exemplary teaching 
acumen and impact: 

“PQ has held a full schedule of STEM and CTE courses, including Flight & Space, Robotics, Medical 
Detectives, and Design & Modeling. Her classes are highly coveted and there is usually a waiting list 
to get into her classes. Every time I have gone in, students are highly engaged and enthusiastic about 
the work they are doing and I love seeing them! 
 
Nancy has taken groups of Kino students to Alabama and California for the last six summers for 
Space Camp. We are the only school in Mesa to take students to these camps! It has been an 
amazing experience for our students. Kino JHS is the most economically underserved school in 
Mesa and many of our students have never traveled out of the Phoenix area, let alone the state. 
Many of our students have gone on to Westwood High School to support their state and national 
award winning CTE programs due to the enthusiasm PQ has generated in junior high. It's only a 
matter of time before we see major influencers in STEM-related careers emerge from the West Mesa 
area, all because of what started in their formative junior high programs led by Nancy Parra-Quinlan. 
 
Outside of the classroom, Nancy has generated student involvement with our RoboKolts First Lego 
League. This team has achieved State level recognition. Furthermore, when the Mesa Public School's 
Aerospace Academy was on the verge of being canceled, Nancy stepped up to save the program. 
To say it was a success is an understatement. The program was featured in local news and 
educational outlets as a top achievement and opportunity for Mesa students. The camp fills up every 
year and people start asking about registration months in advance. Nancy Parra-Quinlan is the 
perfect candidate for this award because her heart is in everything she does.” 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 

 
Keiko Hasebe – Dilbeck, Principal




