FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Teens complete training with local Civil Air Patrol cyber defense academy

CITY, STATE. -- An educational week drew to a close as Civil Air Patrol (CAP) cadets learned to defend cyberspace. 

This action-packed training was conducted at a Civil Air Patrol Cyber Defense Training Academy (CDTA) in San Antonio on Lackland Air Force Base. CAP hosted three of these schools/this school; in Texas, Maryland and New Mexico during the summer, equipping countless youth with a foundation in network security 
 
Cadet Senior Master Sgt. FIRST NAME Curry traveled to Lackland from his home in Northern Illinois to participate in the CDTA. A highlight from the week for him included, “getting to meet other cadets from across the nation,” he said. “It’s fun to meet others with similar interests and aspirations.”

These week-long academies provided cadets ages 14-21 with introductory training in networks and operating systems, as well as workstation and server fundamentals. Hands-on training was aimed to usher in a new era of cyber operators, not to train hackers. The activity featured familiarization and advanced level training, as well as a course to prepare cadets to instruct their peers in cyber principles. 

This immersive education also provided a career exploration opportunity for the cadets, as they received training first-hand from U.S. Air Force airmen and cyber personnel. Upon returning home, cadets have a chance to take on the role of budding information technology professionals and put their skills to the test in both CyberPatriot and National Collegiate Cyber Defense competitions.

The CDTA team would like to thank the Air Force members and community for their support and use of their expansive facilities in order to make the training a success. 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Civil Air Patrol is the auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force. CAP cadets range from ages 12-21, though becoming a cadet requires joining before turning 19. Cadets attend weekly meetings at one of more than 3,000 local units across the country. During the weekly meetings cadets receive leadership lessons, STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) education and physical fitness training. In addition to the Cyber Defense Training Academy, there are more than 50 other national activities ranging from flight academies to space command orientation and cyber programs.

To find a local squadron near you, visit gocivilairpatrol.com.
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