FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Two Civil Air Patrol members earn Presidents Service Award
BOCA RATON, Fla. – Civil Air Patrol Florida Wing volunteers Col. S. Buddy Harris and Cadet Lt. Col. Christina Zarrilli recently were honored with The President’s Service Award, which recognizes their dedication to volunteer service. The letter each received from President George W. Bush congratulated them for their more than 4,000 hours of service to their community and Nation.  Bush presented Harris with his award. Zarrilli will be presented hers at a ceremony in May by Dr. Marla Brady, principal of Florida Atlantic University High School, where Christina is a junior. 
Harris and Zarrilli have collaborated on many service projects, from disaster relief to supporting the troops. These two individuals are experts at rallying Civil Air Patrol members and the community to come to the aid of fellow citizens. Both are excellent spokespersons and are often called upon to speak about the importance of volunteerism and the role of CAP in serving our country. Both have been featured on television and in numerous news stories.

Harris, 81, has been a mentor to the 16-year-old cadet. Buddy met Christina when she was only 11 at an event where she was the guest speaker. Learning of her ambition to be an astronaut and her love of flying, he encouraged her to join CAP, the U.S. Air Force Auxiliary. 

CAP, with its missions of emergency services, aerospace education and cadet programs, has allowed these two dynamic individuals to use their talents to the benefit of others, Harris for 21 years and Zarrilli for almost six years. They have worked together to provide aid to thousands of victims of natural disasters. Harris has called on Zarrilli to serve on his campaigns to provide books and personal items to U.S. troops overseas.
He says, “At her age, Cadet Zarrilli is very mature, responsible, dependable and capable. She is tenacious when having a mission to accomplish. Impressive is a word that I have used often to describe her.” 
Zarrilli says of Harris, “I have learned so much watching him. He is so positive and encouraging to everyone. He sees something that needs to be done, he organizes and does it. Col. Harris is so poised and polished, but he is not afraid to get dirty or sweaty. One minute he is speaking to reporters and the next he is right beside us cadets lifting and carrying boxes, loading trucks, whatever.”

Harris was one of the World War II Nazi subchasers and received the Distinguished Service Medal for his valor protecting America’s coasts. With Civil Air Patrol, he has flown more than 250 search and rescue missions and has been credited with 22 finds, saving the lives of three boaters in two separate life-threatening incidents. He is a certified radiological monitor and has earned three region Exceptional Service Awards, 11 Wing and Region Outstanding Public Affairs Officer of the Year awards and two Distinguished Service Awards and medals. 
He has been a key player in CAP’s “Support the Troops” program. In addition, Harris edited and produced a highly recognized full-color magazine for Florida Wing for eight years and served as adviser in the design and production of "Civil Air Patrol Volunteer," CAP’s national magazine. Interestingly, over the years he has featured Zarrilli in several of the Florida Wing magazine’s stories. 
He served on the faculty of the Southeast Region Staff College for four years and served as squadron chief of staff.  He also has a master’s rating in many CAP fields: observer, emergency services and public affairs officer.

Zarrilli has held various leadership positions. She was the Boca Raton Composite Squadron’s cadet commander for two years and is the Group 6 Cadet Advisory Council chairwoman. This summer, she will serve as executive officer at Florida Wing's Summer Encampment and has been selected for CAP’s premier International Air Cadet Exchange program, where she will represent the United States in Japan. 
Zarrilli has received numerous recognitions from CAP, five branches of the military and several community organizations for her outstanding leadership, volunteer service, academic excellence and moral character. In addition, she carries a heavy academic load of college classes as a fully dual-enrolled student, and at the end of this semester will have 88 college credits under her belt. She is FAU High School National Honor Society secretary, Scholar Athlete for 2006-07, has been recognized by the university’s College of Engineering for a paper she wrote on emerging technologies, and volunteers with FAU’s Office of Students with Disabilities. 
This busy girl works part-time, is a member of a ballet company, plays sports and is active in her church. She says, “I am just trying to keep up with Col. Harris. He is involved in everything and has more energy than anyone I know!”

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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