FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Civil Air Patrol, Air Force mark Red Ribbon Week, featuring theme 'Better Things to Do than Drugs'

Sept. 28, 2007 
MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, Ala. – Civil Air Patrol and U.S. Air Force's promotion of Red Ribbon Week, Oct. 23-31, will focus on the theme "Better Things To Do Than Drugs."
 
Red Ribbon Week, the oldest and largest drug prevention campaign in the U.S., promotes healthy, drug-free lifestyles. 
 
The Air Force and CAP became involved with Red Ribbon Week in 1994 as a way to improve the lives of service members' families and children. CAP has since expanded its role to include a year-round Drug Demand Reduction Program with three major missions -- education and training, school programs and community outreach activities. Each is designed to bring an anti-drug message to the community, students throughout the nation and CAP members.

CAP cadets complement each wing’s dissemination of Red Ribbons across America by visiting area schools to talk about drug education and how to say no to illegal drugs in social settings. 

“This campaign provides communities with a forum to bring together parents, schools and churches to show support for creating a drug-free community,” said Mike Simpkins, CAP Drug Demand Reduction Program manager.

CAP’s Red Ribbon Week theme was selected as the Air Force official Red Ribbon Week theme for 2007.  “Developing this year’s theme was a total team effort from the entire CAP Drug Demand Reduction community,” said Simpkins.

The origins of Red Ribbon Week date back more than 22 years to a local effort in Imperial Valley, Calif., to honor the memory of former resident Enrique Camarena, a U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration agent slain in March 1985 in Mexico. Members of "Camarena Clubs" began wearing red ribbons in the slain agent's memory. In 1988 the U.S. Congress proclaimed the final week of October as "Red Ribbon Week for a Drug-Free America."
 
Red Ribbon Week has since grown to be the nation's best-known drug prevention program. Participants annually include schools, businesses, government, military, service organizations, law enforcement, religious institutions, adults and youth who wear the red ribbon to show their support for the campaign.  
Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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