FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Pennsylvania General Assembly Designates Oct. 23-31, 2006, ‘Civil Air Patrol Red Ribbon Week’
MAXWELL AIR FORCE Base, Ala. – In honor of Civil Air Patrol’s drug demand reduction efforts, the General Assembly of Pennsylvania designated Oct. 23-31, 2006, as “Civil Air Patrol Red Ribbon Week.” 
Each year, CAP members nationwide join military and law enforcement officials in celebrating Red Ribbon Week, which encourages youth across the nation to shun illegal drugs. The week also pays tribute to Agent Enrique Camarena of the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency, who was kidnapped, tortured and murdered by Mexican drug cartel members.
“I commend the Pennsylvania House for designating Oct 23-31, 2006 as CAP Red Ribbon Week,” said CAP National Commander Maj. Gen. INSERT NAME HERE. “This resolution shows Pennsylvania’s commitment to educate individuals, families and communities on the destructive effects of drugs and the positive, alternative life choices that are available to our youth and adults.” 

As noted in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives’ resolution, which was adopted Oct. 18, CAP purchased and distributed more than 200,000 red ribbons that read "Civil Air Patrol – United Against Drugs" as part of the Red Ribbon Week celebration, so units nationwide can spread the anti-drug message to its members and the community.
“I am honored that the Pennsylvania General Assembly has named this year’s Red Ribbon Week in Civil Air Patrol’s honor,” said Pennsylvania Wing Commander Col. M.A. Applebaum. “It is a tribute to our organization’s ceaseless and deepening commitment to the anti-drug message, one of the many ways in which we strive to make this great nation stronger and safer.” 

To address the national scourge of drug abuse, CAP created its Drug Demand Reduction Program in 1994. Throughout the year, the initiative brings an anti-drug message to the community, schools throughout the nation and CAP members. The anti-drug message is an integral part of CAP’s cadet programs, which mentors nearly 22,000 youth aged 12-20. 

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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