
Think like a Historian

Lt Col Brenda A. Reed, CAP
Chief of Staff, Maryland Wing
National e-Learning Coordinator

Something else for 
the PAO toolbox





Do you remember?

• 2014 – CAP Gold Medal Ceremonies
• 2016 – CAP 75th Anniversary



• 2017 – CAP 75th Anniversary of Cadet Program

Last year?



Fast forward to…

• 2021 – CAP’s 80th - 3 years from now

• 2031 – CAP’s 90th - 13 years from now

• 2041 – CAP’s 100th Anniversary



Objectives

• Think like a historian
• Write like a historian
• Post like a historian
• Collaborate with a historian
• Become a historian



Think like a historian

• What details do I capture?
• How will I record this?
• Where will I store photos?



What details 
do I capture?



How will I 
record this?

social media post



Where will I 
store photos?

Flickr

Smug Mug

website photo albums

Cloud

Where’s your backup?

Facebook

cell phones

laptop



Write like a historian

• Capture the specifics of the story
• Consider both written and  audio-visual formats
• Know your audience



Follow your 
PAO guidelines 
and practices



Post like a historian

• Social media is a supplement!

• Does not replace media releases and other record 
keeping

• Don’t use for photo storage











Collaborate with a historian

• Oral histories
• Can someone look back on your work and create a 

unit history from your releases?
• Wing/unit histories



Oral histories 
can make great 

stories



Could a unit 
history be 
created by 

your work as 
PAO?



Become a historian

• Historical stories – people, events
• Then  Now
• Where are they now?
• History section on your unit’s website



History-based
stories about 
people and 

events



Then  Now

#tbt



Where are 
former cadets 

today?

#CAPCadets



Historical 
section on your 
unit’s website



Review

• Think like a historian
• Write like a historian
• Post like a historian
• Collaborate with a historian
• Become a historian





Questions?
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