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Congratulations to Gordon Rock and the Shep-Rock Foundation for receiving the National 2024 Civil Air 
Patrol, Frank G. Brewer Memorial Aerospace Award, Individual/Organization Category. 
 
In November 1980, members of the Idaho Wing tirelessly searched for two victims of a fatal airplane crash.  
Family members of the pair, working side-by-side with CAP, were awed by the volunteer searchers’ 
professionalism and capability.  From this tragedy came a partnership that continues to inspire the Idaho 
Wing… 
 

The Shep-Rock Foundation has supported Civil Air Patrol's Idaho Wing since 1980. The foundation's 
generosity to Idaho Wing includes two buildings with large hangars totaling over 7,200 square feet 
each. One was built specifically for Civil Air Patrol at the Coeur d'Alene Airport in Hayden, Idaho and 
the other for both Civil Air Patrol and the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) at the Nampa 
Airport in Nampa, Idaho. Without these two buildings, which house the two largest squadrons in 
Idaho Wing (Coeur d'Alene Composite Squadron ID-083 and Nampa Composite Squadron ID-015), 
thousands of cadets and senior members would not be able to learn about aerospace, airplanes, 
and aeronautics or participate in aerospace and aviation activities. Shep-Rock Foundation has 
provided a substantial contribution to the success of Idaho Wing Civil Air Patrol and aerospace 
education. 

A heartbreaking tragedy resulted in the creation of the Shep-Rock Foundation. In November 1980 a 
fatal airplane crash in north Idaho involving a brother (Greg Rock) and a father (Jim Sheperd) brought 
their families and Idaho Wing CAP together. Gordon Rock, who became President of the Shep-Rock 
Foundation, worked with the CAP searchers until the crash was found. Mr. Rock said he was 
impressed with the professionalism and capability of the searchers but realized they could use 
better communications equipment and a place to meet. He noted they were operating out of a small 
personally owned hangar and could use more space. The foundation, which was incorporated in 
Idaho in May 1982 and granted tax exempt status in July 1983, decided to build a large hangar with 
office and meeting space at the Coeur d'Alene Airport in Hayden as a tribute to the Rock and 
Shepherd family members lost in the crash. The hangar was first occupied by Coeur d'Alene 
Squadron CAP in 1984. 

 

 

 



In the early days Shep-Rock provided the use of a twin-engine Piper Geronimo that conducted 
electronic searches for ELTs, visual searches, or airborne communications relays. Shep-Rock also 
set up mountain top sites to aid in their communications relays. When the cost-benefit was deemed 
unfavorable the foundation sold the assets and reinvested the funds back into the organization. They 
had decided that facilities and equipment were more useful to CAP than their assistance with 
operations. 

The Shep-Rock Foundation was elated at the success of the local CAP squadron. Their membership 
numbers increased, and they were recognized twice at the National level with the National Squadron 
of Distinction Award for both 1995 and 1997. The 1997 citation details the aerospace classes the 
cadets were receiving, a Spaatz Award recipient, and cadets participating in emergency services 
missions after receiving their qualifications. All this would only have been possible because they now 
had a permanent facility to call home. Because of the Coeur d'Alene Squadron's success, the Shep-
Rock Foundation decided to explore southern Idaho for expansion. After doing their research they 
decided that Nampa Airport would be a good spot for another hangar with meeting space just like 
the one in Coeur d'Alene. In 2002 Shep-Rock Foundation opened the joint use hangar at Nampa for 
the local CAP squadron and the EAA chapter to share. 

The Shep-Rock Foundation has supported Idaho Wing Civil Air Patrol for over 40 years by erecting 
the hangars in Coeur d'Alene and Nampa at a cost of over $260,000 each. They have paid the utilities 
for both buildings at a cost of approximately $3,000 each per year. In Coeur d'Alene the foundation 
also pays an annual ground lease to the airport of approximately $2,000. Because CAP has taken 
such good care of these two buildings, any capital expenses, such as new air conditioners, new 
windows or new carpet have been readily provided by the foundation when asked. In 1999, the 
foundation also built a Search and Rescue Building at a cost of over $150,000 near the Coeur d'Alene 
Airport that is used by the county volunteer search and rescue organization. The foundation's desire 
to assist with search and rescue at no cost to the public is commendable. 

The Shep-Rock Foundation's incredibly magnanimous contributions to Civil Air Patrol and 
aerospace education continue to support cadets in their pursuit of aviation dreams. The Coeur 
d'Alene Squadron has two female cadets currently attending the U.S. Air Force Academy. The 
Nampa Squadron has three cadets recently nominated to attend the U.S. Air Force Academy. 
Without the facilities to hold meetings and offer safe space to learn about aviation these cadets 
would probably not have received their nominations or been able to qualify to attend our military 
academies. Nampa Composite Squadron has a cadet who soloed in the wing's glider. He has also 
soloed in powered aircraft and should earn his private pilot license in the spring of 2024. All his 
aviation accomplishments were fed through CAP because they had a facility to use to help 
encourage interest in aviation and aerospace.      

Rock and the Shep-Rock Foundation continue to contribute to the success of Idaho Wing with their 
generous funding and support of our aerospace programs. Without their contributions we would not 
be able to help our cadets and seniors advance their knowledge and skills in aerospace and aviation 
as much as we are able to with the use of their two buildings. The Shep-Rock Foundation is clearly 
qualified to receive the Frank G. Brewer Civil Air Patrol Memorial Aerospace Award for Lifetime 
Achievement. 

 



 
 
 

Nampa Composite Squadron cadets working on rocketry project in Shep-Rock building 



 
 

Unknown publication published after 2002. Article provided by Shep-Rock. 



 
 

Coeur d' Alene Composite Squadron Cadets using drone stem kit in Shep-Rock building 
 
 
 

 
Coeur d’Alene Composite Squadron senior members maintaining the Shep-Rock building in 

winter 
 
 
 


