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Greensboro’s Janice Watson presented Civil Air Patrol’s Spaatz Award
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First Easton cadet to earn highest cadet award


6/6/2008
Easton, MD–Cadet Col. Janice A. Watson, 20, of Greensboro, was awarded the prestigious General Carl A. Spaatz Award at the Louis G. Smith National Guard Armory, the first member of the Easton Composite Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol to be honored with the citation.

Gen. Richard Anderson, former national commander of the Civil Air Patrol, came from the Pentagon to present the Spaatz Award, the highest cadet honor in the CAP program, to Watson.

"It is my privilege to recognize excellence," he said.

Watson has been active in the CAP cadet program since September 2001. She has participated in ground team search and rescue and spent six years at the Tri-Wing Encampment, including serving as commander at the 2007 encampment. In June, she will attend her third year at the Cadet Officer School at Maxwell Air Force base in Montgomery, Ala. Watson also participated in the International Air Cadet Exchange program in 2006, spending two weeks in Canada and she was recently chosen to visit Singapore for several weeks at the end of May through IACE.

Watson will complete CAP's cadet program this summer when she turns 21 and is promoted to captain in the Civil Air Patrol.

"It's my pleasure to have her here and serve with her," said ECS Commander Eric Hughes, who was there with his family to congratulate Watson.

He read two citations honoring Watson and congratulating her on her achievement, one from Del. Richard Sossi (R-36-Queen Anne's) and one from Dels. Adelaide Eckardt (R-37B-Dorchester) and Jeannie Haddaway (R-37B-Talbot).

Mayor Robert Willey, who attended with his wife, read a proclamation on behalf of the Easton Town Council also congratulating Watson.

"I'm sure we'll hear more from you as the years go on," Willey said.

To qualify for the award, cadets must earn 16 achievements in the CAP Cadet Program over five years and complete a four part exam consisting of a physical fitness test, an essay exam, a two comprehensive written exams. The award is named in honor of Carl "Tooey" Spaatz, the first Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air Force. Since the award's inception in 1964, CAP has presented the Spaatz Award to just over 1,667 cadets.

"That number may seem insignificant, but it's really out of the hundreds of thousands of cadets that have gone through the program since 1964," Anderson said. "I think (Spaatz) would be pleased with what this young woman is doing with her life."

Watson, daughter of Kevin and Joyce Watson of Greensboro, graduated from North Caroline High School and is a junior at McDaniel College studying pre-med/biology and physics. She is a member of the Alpha Lambda Delta Honors Program, Beta Beta Beta National Biological Honors Society, Omicron Delta Kappa National Leadership Honor Society, and recently received McDaniel's Trumpeter's leadership award.

She completed a medical internship at the University of Maryland Shock Trauma Unit and will be working this summer in conjunction with McDaniel's biology program researching rhoptry invasion proteins as a way to determine the evolutionary past of certain parasites, such as those that cause malaria.

"What she's doing at college wowed me," Anderson said. "That research is impressive to someone who's traveled to countries where malaria is still present. You're going to achieve great things in your life, I'm sure."

Watson is also president of McDaniel's College Republicans, as well as president of Heroes Helping Hopkins, which is currently collecting school supplies for the children of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
There are more than 1,300 members of CAP in Maryland. Last fiscal year wing members flew 42 search and rescue missions and were credited with 31 finds. For information about the Maryland Wing of CAP, visit http://mdcap.org.

Public Affairs also offers an e-mail alert system for news releases. When news breaks, a subscriber receives an automatic e-mail with a summary of the news release and a link back to the story on the MDWG web site. Just go to: http://mdcap.org/?fuseaction=newsalert.form and fill in your e-mail address.

The Easton Composite Squadron meets on Wednesday evenings at the Easton Armory in Easton, Md. Prospective members are always welcome. For additional information, contact the squadron commander at xxx.
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