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What are NCSAs?

National Cadet Special Activities (NCSAs) are premier and exciting career
exploration opportunities.

Cadets slotted to attend have unique experiences that further their leadership
skills, develop knowledge in various aviation and career related fields, and grow
personally. 



What are NCSAs?

NCSAs encompass a wide range of activities, each focusing on different aspects in
STEM, aerospace education, leadership development and more.

NCSAs typically last 7-9 days.  



Key Dates for Summer 2026 Cycle

Jan 15, 2026 at 12pm Central: All applications close

Jan 15, 2026: Deadline for Unit and Wing Approval for
Lift/Top and Scholarship Applications

Feb 1, 2026: Deadline for Wing Approval and Highly
Recommended selections for NCSAs

Jan 18, 2026: Deadline for Unit Approval and Parent Approval
for NCSA applications

Dec 15, 2025 by 12pm Central: Summer 2026 NCSA Applications Open
Lift/Top Financial Assistance Applications Open
Scholarship Applications Open



Key Dates for Summer 2026 Cycle

Early March Scholarship decision communications submitted

On or About March 2, 2026 Projected Slotting Notifications Date
Projected Lift/Top Notifications Date

NLT March 14, 2026 Deadline for slotted cadets to accept their slot
in writing to the Activity Director to retain slot



Payment Windows for Summer 2026 Cycle

April 23, 2026 If not paid in full, cadet will be unslotted from the
activity. 

March 1-April 15, 2026 Standard payment window

April 16-22, 2026 Late payment window. $100 late fee
automatically added to tuition total, if not paid
in full.

April 30, 2026* Last day for cancellation to receive a partial
refund. No refunds after this date.



How Slotting Works for NCSAs

Note: Some activities have required supplements 

Objective Points Based System



Summer 2026 Slate of Activities
Air Force Civil Engineering Academy
Air Force Pararescue and Survival Orientation Course
Air Force Specialized Undergraduate Training Familiarization Course - Rotary
Air Force Specialized Undergraduate Training Familiarization Course (MS)
Air Force Specialized Undergraduate Training Familiarization Course (OK)
Air Force Specialized Undergraduate Training Familiarization Course (TX)
Aviation and Aeronautics Business Academy
Cadet Officer School
Engineering Technology Academy
Engineering Technology Academy-Robotics
Geospatial National Cadet Academy
Hawk Mountain Ranger School
International Air Cadet Exchange
MAR Honor Guard Academy
National Blue Beret
National Cyberspace Academy (SD)
National Cyberspace Academy (TX)
National Cyberspace Academy (VA)
National STEM Academy-OH
NFA - AK Powered Flight Academy (Distributed)

NFA - Great Lakes Region Powered Flight Academy
NFA - IL Wing Lt Col Raymond Johnson Flight Academy 
NFA - MD Wing Robert Ayres Powered Flight Academy
NFA - Mid Atlantic Region Col Roland Butler Powered Flight Academy
NFA - NCR Powered Flight Academy
NFA - New Jersey Wing Falcon Flight Academy - Powered
NFA - New York Wing Powered Flight Academy 
NFA - Southeast Region Powered Flight Academy (FL)
NFA - Southeast Region Powered Flight Academy (GA)
NFA - Southwest Region Powered Flight Academy
NFA - TX Wing Shirley Martin Cadet Powered Flight Academy
NFA - Washington Wing Desert Eagle Joint Flight Academy (Powered)
NFA- UT Wing Powered Flight Academy
Space and Rocketry School
Space Operations Academy - Colorado
Space Operations Academy - Florida
Space Technology and Career Exploration Academy
StellarXplorers Academy
Texas Wing Medical Orientation and Training School Course
URMR Cyberspace Academy (CO)



National Flight Academy (NFA) is an introductory flight training activity. Cadets will receive 10-15
hours of introductory flight instruction from a Certified Flight Instructor (CFI). Flight topics covered
will include but not be limited to:

Fundamental Maneuvers (Straight and Level, Turns, Climbs, Descents)
Landings
Slow Flight
Approach/Landing Stalls
Takeoff/Departure Stalls
Emergency Procedures
Ground Reference Maneuvers
Forward Slips

 General National Flight Academy Facts



General National Flight Academy Facts
Important notes:

NFAs are intended for cadets with 10 hours or less of logged flight time in the last 12 months.
Cadets who apply with more than 10 hours will not receive the full benefits of this introductory
training activity.
If you arrive at the NFA, and have already earned your solo endorsement, you are ineligible to
participate in this introductory flight training activity and will be sent home at your own expense.

Additionally, cadets get the opportunity to work with aviation professionals, civilian and military, who
share their expertise on how to prepare for a career as an aviator.

Student Pilot Certificate required at the time of application
3  Class FAA Medical uploaded to Dropbox folder(s) NLT Feb 1, 2026rd



How to View Summer 2026 NCSAs
Go to ncsas.com. Click on Explore NCSAs. 

Select Summer from the Season dropdown.
Click Search.



2026 NCSA Course Catalog

Downloadable PDF
“Flip through” and learn
about available NCSAs

Located on ncsas.com 
under Related Links



How to find NCSAs in Registration Zone
Go to Registration Zone in eServices
Under My Stuff, Click Event Registration

In the Event Registration Filter, click the down
arrow and select National from the list



Update your CAP Health NOW
Link your parent/guardian in the Parent/Guardian Portal NOW
Talk to your Unit Commander about approval
Update your Member Contacts and Characteristics with current email,
emergency contacts, and t-shirt size
If applying for Flight Academies, be sure to update height and weight

Best Practices



Lift/Top Financial Assistance for Summer 2026
Go to Registration Zone and apply for Lift/Top to be considered for needs-based
financial assistance. 
Recipients would receive payment of activity fees and up to a $400 travel
reimbursement towards transportation to and from the activity. 

NOTE: 
Applying for Lift/Top does not guarantee financial assistance will be offered. You must
compete for and receive a slot at an activity first. You will be notified if you are a
recipient of financial aid before you are required to accept or decline a slot at an activity.
If you are notified that you are an Alternate, you will not be considered for Lift/Top later
in the Summer season. 



2026 CAP Scholarship Applications
Go to Registration Zone and apply for 2026 CAP Scholarships & USAFA Prep School
Recommendation
Academic, Activity and Flight Scholarships are available
Must apply for the primary Scholarship event and complete general intake form
Individual scholarships are listed as sub-events. Cadets apply to each scholarship
for which they are qualified and interested. 
Most scholarships have upload requirements. 
Learn more at the Scholarships page on gocivilairpatrol.com
Each Registration Zone listing also details any upload requirements
Scholarship decisions are projected to be made in early March

NOTE: 
Applying does not guarantee a scholarship will be offered. 

https://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/programs/cadets/cadetinvest/scholarships


FAQs
I don’t see the Register button in Registration Zone?
If you don’t see this button, it means you do not meet the
Registration Prerequisites to apply for the activity. Please check
the Registration Prerequisites at the top of the page to see if you
have all green check marks and what you need to do to be eligible.

What are Slotting Preferences and how do I set them? 
Register first. Then use this module to drag and drop
applications in order of preference



FAQs

Can you tell me about the Paypal fees? 
CAP uses Paypal as its payment platform. Paypal processing fees are added on to
tuition at the time of checkout, similar to how sales taxes are added when you check
out with other vendors. The fee is 2.9% + $0.10. 

I want apply for multiple NCSAs. Do I need to fill out an application for each one? 
Yes. All applicants need to fill out an application for each activity in Registration Zone.
To provide the opportunities to the greatest number of cadets, cadets are limited to
receiving one student slot and one staff slot per NCSA season.  



FAQs

I won't be old enough to go an activity, but I really want to apply. Can I get a waiver? 
No. Age restrictions cannot be waived. 

Why don’t you have more national activities for 14-year-olds? 
We expect cadets ages 12-14 to progress through the cadet program first at the local,
wing and region levels for their first few years as CAP members. NCSAs are career
exploration activities that are most appropriate for ages 15-20 preparing to enter the
workforce.



My activity status says I'm an Alternate. What does that mean? 
All members start with an Alternate status. 
After auto-slotting has occurred, selected cadets will show the status "Slotted" if they
have been selected for an activity. 
Cadets with a status of "Alternate" after auto-slotting remain on the waitlist. 
The waitlist does not have an order. 
Placement off the waitlist to fill any gaps will be at the discretion of the activity director. 
Preference will be given to cadets with higher slotting scores who are not already placed
in an NCSA.

FAQs



FAQs

What if I wasn't slotted for my first choice? Can I hold out for a chance at that
activity?
There is no guarantee that there will be an opening in your first choice activity that
could be offered to you. If there is a cancelation in the event that you hoped to
attend then please know that activity director best practices are to offer slots to
cadets who are not already slotted for another activity so that we can offer
experiences to as many cadets as possible.  

Is Lift/Top transferable to another activity?
No. 



Q&A
email: ncsa@cap.gov

web: ncsas.com


