FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Wicomico only CAP unit at 2008 Team America Rocketry Challenge
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6/11/2008–The Plains, Va.–For the second consecutive year cadets from Maryland Wing's Wicomico Composite Squadron represented the entire Civil Air Patrol as the only CAP unit participating in the 2008 Team America Rocketry Challenge recently held at The Plains, Va. Six cadets attending public and private schools in Wicomico and Worcester Counties competed in this nationwide event restricted to 100 qualifying teams out of 643 throughout the nation.

The goal of the contest was to build a single stage rocket carrying two raw eggs to an altitude of 750 feet and return the eggs safely without cracking within a flight window of 45 seconds. Cadets Kathryn Bryant, Brent Horner, Zack Jones, Cody Meadows, Ryan Murray and Kurtis Webster, with the guidance of officers 1st Lt. Bob Bryant and 1st Lt. Mollie Harrison, improved on their 2007 efforts by reaching an altitude of 880 feet.

Overall 7,000 students between ages of 12-17 participated in this event sponsored by the Aerospace Industries Association (AIA) and the National Association of Rocketry. Also providing support was the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, the Dept. of Defense, the American Association of Physics Teachers, and 34 AIA member companies. This year marks the sixth year of the contest, which awards $60,000 in scholarships and prizes.

For additional information about the Team America Rocketry Challenge, visit their website at: http://www.aia-aerospace.org/tarc.

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
There are approximately 1,300 members of CAP in Maryland. Last fiscal year wing members flew 42 search and rescue missions and were credited with 31 finds. For more information, visit www.mdcap.org.

For more information about the Wicomico Composite Squadron, visit www.WSCAP.org .
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