FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Tri-Wing Encampment staff training weekend held at Camp Fretterd
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Weekend training prepares staff for summer encampment


Reisterstown, MD– More than 40 Civil Air Patrol cadets will staff this year's Tri-Wing Encampment, a weeklong activity that provides inexperienced cadets training on the basic fundamentals of Civil Air Patrol. The staff came together at Camp Fretterd Military Reservation near Reisterstown, Md., for a training weekend in April.

Encampments are held to give cadets a better understanding of Civil Air Patrol and U.S. Air Force, as well as to instill a strong foundation of leadership, followership, and teamwork in those attending.

This year's Tri-Wing Encampment staff includes member from four wings and two regions. The staff was chosen based on their performance at a staff selection weekend held at Camp Fretterd on March 14-16. The training weekend continued their preparation for working with cadet basics during the summer encampment.

The training weekend provided further definition of the flight and squadron command positions as well as a staff discussion about individual expectations of this year's encampment. Cadets then divided up into their respective groups based on squadrons, and different sections of the executive staff to speak further and organize ideas for encampment.

Staff members attended various classes throughout the weekend including hazing prevention, basic medical, chain of command, and a cadet education class, as well as a very insightful speech by Col. Russell Opland, the 2008 encampment commander, on his expectations of this year's encampment. In addition to all of this, the cadet staff worked on basic drill and were evaluated on the quality of their uniforms with uniform inspections conducted by the cadet staff standards and evaluation team.

The cadet staff will be working constantly in preparation until Tri-Wing Encampment begins. Cadet commanders, sergeants, and officers-in-charge are coordinating with their staff subordinates in the two months remaining before June 22-29, when Tri-Wing Encampment will be held. Basic (non-staff) cadets can apply at any time up until May 31, but they are encouraged to apply as soon as possible because space is limited, and provided on a first come, first serve basis.

For more information on this year's Tri-Wing Encampment, please view: http://www.mdcap.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=page.display&pageID=109
Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
There are more than 1,300 members of CAP in Maryland. Last fiscal year wing members flew 42 search and rescue missions and were credited with 31 finds.

For information about the Maryland Wing of CAP, visit http://mdcap.org.
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