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Texas Wing earns USAF accolades

TEXAS – The Texas Wing has earned high praise from the U.S. Air Force for its performance during an Air Force-Guided Distributed Search and Rescue Exercise the weekend of Aug. 15-17. 
 

Said U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. George Villalobos, a 20-year veteran: "The Civil Air Patrol has some tremendous capabilities – in a way they are (unfortunately) the best-kept secret in the world of emergency services. They continually add new capabilities and assets to their repertoire.
 

"No matter how many exercises I attend, I am always amazed at what the Civil Air Patrol is able to do, even more so because they do it with an all-volunteer force."
 
The Incident Command Post shared the Delta Composite Squadron's facilities at D.W.Hooks Airport. The airport also served as a staging area for Houston, where various flight crews and ground crews got their assignments and reported their results. 

The squadrons at Corpus Christi, Kerrville, Austin, Denton, Mesquite, Tyler, San Angelo, Lubbock and El Paso were also staging areas, with crews being dispatched as early as 4 p.m. Aug. 15. Six of the 10 areas were shut down part of the time because of inclement weather but continued into Aug. 17 as the weather improved.
Under the direction of Lt. Col. Brooks Cima of Texas Wing Headquarters, incident commander, the Incident Command Post was a busy but organized place. During the exercise the Texas Wing finished testing a desktop computer-based high-tech system that displayed on-screen the actual position of several crews in near real time. Called Spot Tracker, it was found to be extremely useful. If it proves cost-effective, it might be implemented throughout CAP. 
Col. Joe R. Smith, Texas Wing commander, was present throughout the exercise, taking a first-hand look at hour-by-hour developments in what could well serve as a dress rehearsal for the upcoming search and rescue evaluation.
 

During one of the air sorties Dr. Daewon Byun, a professor of atmospheric science at the Institute of Multi-Dimensional Air Studies at the University of Houston, praised the performance and capability of CAP's ARCHER system and its airborne data-gathering functionality.
 

In a parallel development, during the exercise the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center activated a search and rescue mission spread over four wings in two regions: New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas in the Southwest Region and Colorado in the Rocky Mountain Region. 

Maj. Randy Russell, Texas Wing director of operations and incident commander, directed the local effort to find a missing aircraft that had taken off for Sugar Land, Texas, from Steamboat Springs, Colo., but unfortunately the aircraft was located in the Rocky Mountains with no survivors on board.
Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
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