
Veterans’ Day Celebration at Kenwood Elementary School, Ft. Walton Beach, FL
By Bud Becker, November 2011

Home of CAP’s 2011 National Teacher of the Year (Mrs. Megan Tucker), Kenwood Elementary School combined an “ACE kickoff” with a Veterans’ Day celebration.  The public was invited to attend the celebration.  The event was organized by Mrs. Lynn Griggs and Mrs. Amy Davis and started with speakers from the area.  The emcee was Kenwood’s Principal, Mrs. Yvonne Michna.  Speakers included (from left to right):
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Navy Commander Joel R. Tessier who is the commander of the 33rd Maintenance Wing at Eglin AFB.  This group adopted Kenwood Elementary School for community service projects.

· Guest speaker retired MSgt Doug Michna.  He is the husband of Kenwood’s Principal and spoke to the students about Veterans, both active duty and past service members.

· City Councilman Bobby Griggs (behind the Florida State flag) led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.
· 2nd grader, Malia Larson and 4th grader Kennedy Tabo- two essay contest winners got to read their winning essays.

· CAP Maj. Pamela Becker (CAP’s 2011 National Brewer Award for Senior Members) led the assembly in reciting the Preamble to the Constitution.
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Kenwood Elementary students (many dressed in their red ACE shirts) were assembled and lined up to honor the military (past and present) with a parade around the area where the speakers performed.  Joining the students were about twenty Eglin 33rd Maintenance Wing Airmen that split up to lead each grade in the parade.  Each grade had a banner that they made and carried to front their grade group.  While the celebration was in progress, the Pryor Middle School band played patriotic music.

The morning activities continued with all teachers and students returning to their classrooms.  The AF Airmen and CAP Maj. Becker went to assigned classrooms and read stories to the students.  The students had many questions and comments for the story readers.

Homemade refreshments were provided by the Kenwood teachers for the speakers and AF Airmen.
