Love of flying, aiding Air Force bond Civil Air Patrol members

PINEVILLE, La. -- Barry James, 17, and Elisha Deaton, 14, share something in common, a love of flying. 

James, son of Civil Air Patrol Maj. Michael James, said he joined the Civil Air Patrol because “I wanted to join the Air Force and I knew the Civil Air Patrol would give me a step up.”

Deaton said, “My mom knew about it and I have loved flying since I was real young. She convinced my dad to let me do it.”

Both boys are among the 120 Civil Air Patrol cadets and 386 senior members of the Louisiana Wing.

The Civil Air Patrol is officially recognized by Congress as the U.S. Air Force Auxiliary.

The youths were among the more than 100 people who had registered for the annual conference of the Louisiana Wing being held at Country Inn & Suites Hotel and Conference Center of Pineville this weekend.

Michael James said this is the first time “that I know of” that the annual conference has been held here.

“Probably 80 percent of our members are from I-10 south,” he said, explaining why the conference has previously been held in either Lafayette or Baton Rouge.

Senior members are adults 21 and over who provide training and experience to cadets who can be 12-20 years old.

In the 5-plus years he has been a cadet, James said he has participated in two searches for downed aircraft, photo missions following natural disasters and helped dispense food to shut-ins following Hurricanes Gustav and Ike.

He said the Civil Air Patrol offers experiences he could not get anywhere else, such as use of a flight simulator, military assistance flights and ground searches.

The younger James has been named the cadet of the year, his father said.
He was to receive the award at tonight’s banquet.

While he has yet to participate in any of the search or photo missions, Deaton said he has learned a lot and found the group to be everything he thought it would be.

In his two years as a cadet, he said he has learned how to search for an 
emergency locator transmitter, commonly referred to as the “black box” on aircraft, learned to take aerial photos and to act as an observer when on an aerial search mission.

“They let us fly the airplane,” he said, referring to one of the high points of being a cadet when the pilot of a Civil Air Patrol plane allows a cadet to take over the controls to get a feel for the experience of flying.

Michael James said Louisiana earned an excellent rating in December following the Air Force inspection that is routinely done every other year.

Lt. Col. John W. Desmarais Sr., deputy director of operations at the national headquarters, said the demand for Civil Air Patrol assistance has increased.

Desmarais said, “There’s a disaster going on, it seems, every day in these times.”
The group‘s support in air defense training missions for the Air Force has also increased, he said.

He said, “We’ve gone from doing two (missions) a quarter to one a week.”

